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This article looks at one particular problem caused by tides.  Tide 
information is both easy to obtain and very accurate, but despite this there 
is one particular event that we often observe ‘From the harbour entrance’.  
During most ebbing spring tides, a very fast outgoing flow of water called a

Tidal Stream occurs in the harbour entrance.  At its peak, about three hours after high water, 
the Tidal Stream can be running at four to maybe six knots.

If you are leaving the harbour, especially if you are near the centre of the channel, you will be
leaving mighty fast; we have sometimes seen very small vessels get out of control for a short 
while.

The bigger problem is when you want to enter the harbour, against this stream. Your vessel 
has to be making at least five knots in order to even move forward. We so very often see low-
powered vessels fighting against the Tidal Stream to come into harbour, engines at max and 
dirty smoke pouring out of the exhaust, but moving at snails’ pace. Some make no real 
progress for tens of minutes at a time, and waste a lot of fuel in the process.

So, how do you avoid getting caught like this? One answer is to anticipate when the Tidal 
Stream will peak, and simply avoid it. Or, if you are stuck in the Tidal Stream just give up, 
turn away, enjoy sailing for a bit longer, and come back an hour or so later.

Best of all, you can always call Gosport NCI on Channel 65 to ask about the state of the tide 
before you attempt to come in.

To read a larger version of this article, and to see Part 2 of ‘Time and Tide’, please visit the 
Gosport NCI Blog here…  https://ncigosport.blogspot.com/
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