
As this is the very first in what we hope will be a series of newsletter 
articles, on behalf of all the Watchkeepers who volunteer for National 
Coastwatch (aka NCI) at Gosport we would like to say thank you to all 
participating marinas and clubs in the Portsmouth harbour area for helping 
us engage better with the boating community.

NCI is first and foremost a maritime safety organisation. To try and spread 
the safety message as widely as possible, every couple of months we will submit an article 
outlining some local issue or incident that we have seen, and try to highlight the safety 
lessons and good practice to be learned from it. We are also starting a blog which, although 
rather experimental at this stage, will carry expanded versions of these articles plus some 
others. We hope you find all this interesting, and perhaps give you some food for thought.  

We have already logged more incidents so far this year than we did by this time in 2021, so 
there should be plenty to talk about (naming no names, of course). One recent case involved a
yacht that became dis-masted. Radio communications are a great thing of course, and 
generally can be relied upon; however, for this particular yacht the radio antenna was now 
under water, so radio communications were lost… just at the time when help was most 
needed. So some sort of backup comms (well-charged phone or radio) is always a great idea.

You can expect something more substantial in future articles. For the moment, if you would 
like to learn more about what NCI does, why it does it, and what started it all off, you can 
visit the Gosport NCI blog at this location…  https://ncigosport.blogspot.com/

You can also find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter

https://ncigosport.blogspot.com/

