
Executive Committee Update on Compound Break In Saturday 20th Feb 
 
 
By now you would have all been made aware that our compound was entered over the night of 19th / 20th 
Feb and some 15 Cruisers broken into and various items stolen. The Exec felt that we should give everyone 
an update of what happened, what action has been taken and what efforts we can all take prevent it 
happening again. 
 
The thief (or thieves – we don’t yet know) gained access over the south western side of the compound and 
entered a boat straight from the fence line after bending the razor wire out of the way. They broke the 
companionway hatch and entered the boat taking a drill and other tools – no specialist yachting equipment 
appears to have been stolen. From this boat they simply stepped to another and took the same approach 
of breaking companionway hatches or locks to gain access. Other boats were accessed from their boarding 
ladders or miscellaneous equipment that was stowed close by and allowed the thieves an access point. It 
would appear they exited the same way from a boat over the fence. However they left two bags and one 
drill within 10 feet of our fence, presumably to recover at a later stage. This along with the break ins was 
discovered by our members arriving early at the club. 
 
101 was dialled, stolen items were carefully taken back into the clubhouse and a thorough check of all 
boats undertaken. Through the goodwill of many and the detail the club holds owners and boats were 
matched and contacted. The police arrived later in the afternoon and interviewed all the boat owners that 
were present. The police were at pains to say that every owner should report the break in through the 
national 101 phone line – even if nothing had been stolen.  If you have suffered a break in and haven’t 
contact the police yet please do so. 
 
On Sunday the police returned to collect the evidence and undertake more interviews. We were informed 
that they had been able to take samples from some of the recovered items that would greatly help identify 
the thieves. We can but hope it will lead to an arrest and a positive outcome for members. The club is 
holding some recovered items and if you are still missing items please liaise with myself, Myles or Phil to 
come and identify and collect as necessary. 
 
That’s as much as we know at present and myself, Myles and Phil would be happy to answer questions in 
more detail if needed. But now the security message you all knew was coming. In combing the compound 
four ladders were found unlocked and although initial access was gained over a fence and from boat to 
boat the thieves could have had easy access to many more boats. The police have strongly recommended 
that you leave no valuables on board over the winter period. So please review your own vessel security 
arrangements, lock up your ladders as per the club bye-laws and be aware of accessing club property and 
always lock the compound as you enter and exit even if you only intend to be in a compound a minute or 
two. 
 
Finally a vote of thanks to Terry Collins, Terry Smith, Richard Clarke, Myles Semmens, Andy Abbinnett, 
Debbie Goodyear, Phil Bryant, Paul Megson, Jan Sobey and the many others who rallied to the call to help 
the club. 
 
Hannah Barnes  
Commodore 
22.02.16 


