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Dates for your diary: 

 
 Gales Series (Cruisers) — Thursday, 25 June 2015 

 Fairway Beacon (Dinghies) — Saturday, 27 June 2015 

 Regatta  — Saturday/Sunday, 4/5 July 2015 

 Priory Bay Cruise — Saturday, 11 July 2015 

 Family Fun Day  — Saturday, 18 July 2015 

 Sword Sands Fun Day — Sunday, 26 July 2015 

 Summer Ball — Saturday, 5 September 2015 

 Junior Regatta  — Saturday, 12 September 2015 

 Bart’s Bash — Sunday, 20 September 2015 
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Want to know what’s 
happening? Tudor Sailing 
Club’s commodore, 
Richard Gunn, provides 
an update of some recent 
developments in and 
around the club. 
 
 

Q 
uite a lot of things have been happening 

in and around Tudor Sailing Club in 

recent months, so this is a great 

opportunity update all club members on 

the latest developments. 

 

Pushing the boat out 

The RYA “Push The Boat Out” day was a great 

success and, as a direct result of that, we now 

have an additional 17 memberships. Many 

thanks to Hannah Barnes and everyone else who 

helped out in any way, shape or form, or who just 

turned up to see what was going on. 

 

Roadworks 

The lorry depot on Kendall’s car park seems to 

be progressing slowly.  

The works at the Eastern Road junction  

have now been completed with a great 

improvement on the traffic light phasing and our 

access road now has its own priority without 

having to fight the traffic exiting from Anchorage 

Road.  

We presume that our road barrier will still be 

relocated, although work on the access that will 

require that has not yet commenced. 

 

Football pitch 

The development of the football pitch behind the 

compound for a youth team is progressing, as 

club members will have noticed from the 

perimeter fencing. We managed to get the 

emergency vehicle access moved from just 

opposite the club entrance up to the old Southern 

Water access, which should make things a lot 

safer for us. 

 

Deep water moorings 

Kendall’s have accepted our proposal that they 

provide five subsidised deep water moorings in 

exchange for the moorings to be given up for 

their mitigation. This removes all of the concerns 

about pontoons and removes the need for any 

changes to our trot moorings.  

These deep water moorings would be in the 

area of the yellow moorings to the south of South 

Salterns buoy and would be maintained by the 

Harbour Board. We have proposed which 

moorings we would like to give up for the 

mitigation; these are the five second row 

moorings at the north end of our moorings which 

are all currently unoccupied.  

Kendalls are currently waiting for English 

Nature to decide whether these are acceptable. 

 

New treasurer 

I am very pleased to announce that Janice Bell 

has been appointed as club treasurer from 

November 2015.  

Janice will be shadowing Steve Yoxon in the 

meantime, so that she can “hit the ground 

running” in November when Steve steps down. 

The club is very indebted to Steve, who took over 

as treasurer at a very difficult time and has 

supervised a great improvement in the security 

of the club’s finances, so many thanks to Steve.  

Janice becoming treasurer means that we will 

need a new honorary sailing secretary from 

Commodore’s report 
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November, so I would ask members to please 

consider whether this is a job that they could do. 

There is also currently a vacancy on the sailing 

committee – the club needs a member to look 

after race management. Job descriptions for both 

of these posts can be found on the club website in 

the sailing documents section at: 

http://tinyurl.com/nld4w3u  

Finally, I shall be retiring as commodore 

in January 2016 after a fun-filled three 

years. I therefore thought that I would give 

plenty of notice to all of those budding 

Commodores well before the annual 

nomination meeting. 

 
Best wishes 

Finally I hope that all club members enjoy their 

summer, especially those who are joining us for 

the “Bay of Seine” cruise in July. 

 

Richard Gunn, 

Commodore. 

Commodore’s report 
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Tudor Sailing Club 
extends a warm welcome 
to all new members. 

 

 

I 
 was introduced to The Tudor Sailing Club 

by a friend of mine, Brigid, after she had 

attended an introductory Sunday. 

“Will he need anything?” says I, about the 

eight-year old. 

“No. When they went out Theo only got his 

socks wet.” 

When the boys returned, so covered in  

black mud that they were unrecognisable and 

looking like something from the Black Lagoon,  

I questioned this advice. 

At the weekend, Brigid and I were out attiring 

the boys in: 

 

 full wetsuits – check; 

 rash vest – check; 

 life-jacket – check; 

 boots – check; 

 thermals when cold – check; and 

 spray jacket – check. 

 

 

 

 
We were now fully committed to Tudor Sailing 

Club. The only way the boys could stop sailing 

now was either outgrowing all their kit or being 

able to independently eBay the lot without 

incurring substantial loss. 
 

I must say that our Wednesday nights have 

been transformed. There is no better way to 

spend a summer’s evening than getting the boats 

ready, taking the dogs for a good long walk, 

watching all the wildlife in their natural 

environment, having a cheeky glass of wine (or 

two – the bar prices are extremely reasonable), 

watching the kids learning new skills and being 

able to manage a boat by themselves, while 

watching the sun going down over Langstone 

Harbour. The Tudor members are exceptionally 

friendly and generous and all of their time given 

is by goodwill alone, so don’t be shy about rolling 

up your sleeves and helping in the galley. “All 

hands on deck” should be (and is) the motto. 

 

Kyrie Wallis, 

(mum of Rafferty). 

Tudor Sailing Club Welcomes New Members 
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Tudor Sailing Club’s rear 
commodore, Hannah 
Barnes, supplies a 
comprehensive review of 
club activities in the past 
few months. 

 

T 
he season is now well underway with 

the Spring and Saturday series already 

complete and the Sunset and Sunday 

series partially complete. We have had 

some great racing – if you have not yet been out 

on the water then come down to the club, dust off 

your boat and get out there. 

 

Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 

For me, it has been a busy few months since my 

last report. In addition to my role as Tudor’s rear 

commodore, I am also part of the small team that 

organises Langstone Harbour Race Weekend. 

This year we had a great event with 60 boats 

entered; a big “thank you” to Linda and Kevin for 

tidying the compound to make space for all the 

visiting boats that came. Many competitors 

commented on the fantastic facilities we have at 

Tudor and the great sailing area that we are 

fortunate to use. The weekend itself was a tad 

breezy with Richard and I being challenged by 

James and Naomi in the Vago fleet. Their heavy 

weather skills rightfully earned them first place 

with us coming in second followed by our class 

chairman Ed Deacon. 

Thank you to all involved in making “LHRW 

2015” a success and having the galley open for 

breakfast was great because the starts were 

early. The patrol boat crews were also kept on 

their toes over the three days with numerous 

capsizes throughout the fleets. 

 

Tudor open day 

Just two weeks after LHRW 2015 was the Tudor 

Sailing Club open day, which was organised as 

part of the activities of the membership sub-

committee. 

Here is an update on some the other activities 

from the sub-committee. 

 

 

 Eastern Road Signage – details obtained of 

how to get a new sign installed, sign to be 

designed and submitted to the executive 

committee and relevant agency for approval, 

they will then quote for installation. 

 Signs reinstalled on external fences. 

 Improve club identity – additional clothing 

supplier sourced. 

 Coverage in press – reports being submitted to 

The News. By the way, if you are you a 

budding journalist, we need your help to write 

short reports about the club racing. 

 Kayak option for members – proposal 

submitted to executive for review – and 

thanks to Rob Nicholson for his work on this. 

 Club boats – funding application submitted to 

Sport England for £10,000 for two RS Feva S 

and one RS Quba sailing dinghies. If we 

receive the funding, the boats will enable us to 

bring in members who currently do not own a 

boat and, more specifically, target older cadets 

and young adults who cannot fit into 

optimists.  

Rear Commodore’s report 
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 Club boats will also help us work towards a 

longer term goal of becoming a recognised 

training centre. Thank you to Janice Bell for 

the hours of hard work that went into writing 

our submission to Sport England. We are 

currently waiting for our application to be 

reviewed, but do not expect a decision until 

July at the earliest. 

 

Push the boat out 

Sunday 17 May saw Tudor Sailing Club’s 

involvement in the RYA’s “Push the Boat Out” 

(PTBO) scheme. This is part of the membership 

project and PTBO was well supported by RYA 

with publicity on “South Today” and in the local 

newspapers. We also had a banner on Eastern 

Road and posters in local supermarkets and 

workplaces across the area. We also publicised 

the event via social media and to the local scouts. 

On the day, the weather was kind to us with a 

reasonable breeze in the morning and sunshine. 

Almost 100 people turned up to see what Tudor 

had to offer with over 60 of those going on the 

water in cruisers, dinghies and kayaks. It was 

great to see so many club members volunteering 

their time to support the event and make the 

club a bustling hive of activity. From the 100 

people that came to the event, a lot had never 

been in a boat before and all that went on the 

water came back with smiling faces. For those 

wanting to stay ashore the bar was open and the 

social committee organised a brilliant barbecue 

which was popular all day. A local charity – 

Releasing Potential – partnered the club and two 

members of their team brought with them a 

Hawk 20 sail-training keelboat and a RIB. Many 

thanks to them for giving up their time and 

resources. The Hawk was very popular with 

prospective members getting on the water. 

 At the time of writing, the PTBO event had 

generated 17 applications for membership which, 

including children, translates into more than 35 

new Tudor members. 

Hannah Cockle, the local RYA sailing 

development officer visited and said: 

 

 “It was fantastic to visit Tudor Sailing Club 

for the first time and soak up the atmosphere at 

their PTBO event. It was great to see so many 

volunteers helping out and so many people keen 

to get out on the water. I’m looking forward to 

working with TSC in the future.” 

 

Again, a massive thank you is deserved by all 

those who helped out. Below are just a few of the 

helpers in no particular order. 

Rear Commodore’s report 
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 Neil and Malcolm – cleared the roadway of 

overgrowth and cleared the parking area prior 

to the event. 

 Phil Bryant – co-ordinated getting people on 

and off the water into the various craft 

available. 

 Rob Nicholson – took loads of people sailing 

and talked about cadets 

 Steve O’Connor, Trevor Fletcher, Iain 

Cameron, Felicity McKenna, Dale Adams, 

Graham Du.cane – for lending boats and 

getting people out on the water. 

 Richard Calas, Simon Rumer, Bill Jones – for 

taking people out on their cruisers 2 Tone, 

Lykke, and Gauntlette. 

 Ian Barber – for running the ferry and RIB 

rides. 

 Linda Vacher – meeting and greeting and 

guiding people in the right direction for 

registration, tours, on the water and chats. 

 Rob Stewart and Martin Robinson – 

conducting tours of the club 

 Steve, Jane, Jo, Stacey, Veronica, Marcus, 

Paul – for running the barbecue and bar. 

 Jan Sobey – dealing with potential new 

members. 

 Bosuns, sailing, maintenance, social 

committees – for helping clear up the 

compound, organising patrol boat crews, 

tidying up the grounds and clubhouse, 

organising food. 

 

There were so many more, so apologies to 

those that I have missed. 

 

Club clothing 

We have added an additional supplier for club 

clothing. Wave Clothing can supply a wide range 

of clothing embroidered with the club logo. Items 

can also be personalised and have the back 

printed with your boat. There is a sample on the 

social noticeboard at the club. T shirts start from 

just £7.99 (kids) £9.99 (adults).  

Visit: www.waveclothing.co.uk/club-kit/tudor-

sailing-club. 

Orders for club clothing can still be placed 

with our other supplier, Brands in Action. Helen 

can supply a range of items including the pale 

blue oxford shirts that you may have seen some 

club members wearing and will also embroider 

the club logo on a garment you provide. 

Visit: www.embroideredcorporateclothing.com. 

 

Wanderer National Championships 

An enthusiastic fleet of eight Wanderer’s 

congregated at Tudor Sailing Club for three days 

of racing as part of the Langstone Harbour Race 

Weekend. With two races scheduled for each day, 

the Wanderer’s had their own start, following the 

combined handicap or individual fleets of some 

52 other boats. It was a crowded time on the 

water and dodging capsized hulls or rapidly 

approaching asymmetric kites added to the fun. 

 

Race 1  

An early start and briefing saw the combined 

fleets tackling strong south easterly winds, which 

were reportedly blowing at about 17 knots, 

gusting 24 at the start. As with all of the 

eventual five races, the fleet got away cleanly. 

Unfortunately, the Kellys were awash to the 

gunwales following a bodged last tack, somewhat 

slowing their advance up the first beat.  

The fleet split with the Harts following Paul 

Yeadon and Liz North sailing up the right hand 

side of the course, taking advantage of a slight 

lee bow from a flooding tide. The “magic carpet” 

did its work and these two rounded the 

windward mark comfortably in front of the 

chasing pack. Spinnaker’s came out for the first 

time and it became clear that the greatest 

challenge was to stay upright on this 

windward/leeward course. 

Rear Commodore’s report 
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Paul and Liz managed to ease away to a 

comfortable win with the ever threatening Harts 

coming in a promising second, having shown 

impressive form up-wind. Veteran campaigner’s, 

Philip Meadowcroft and Adam Wickenden were 

having their own battles in the chasing herd, 

with the local entry of David Bardwell and Ian 

Simpson giving them a run for their money to the 

finish. They were followed in by Mike Hamilton 

and Amanda Shakir, sailing serenely without a 

kite (and wondering what all the fuss was about) 

albeit being chased down by the Kellys and the 

boys from St Helens. 

 

Race 2  

Conditions were getting more hazardous as wind 

and tide combined, whipping up a nasty chop in 

places.  

The second race followed a similar pattern to 

the first, although the fleet was now augmented 

by reigning National and Inland champions, Tim 

and Niamh Robertson. The Harts and the 

Yeadon/North combo powered away again up the 

first beat, with the two boats neck and neck 

around the first triangle of an Olympic course. 

The Kellys had also got into their stride and were 

pushing for the lead, changing positions within 

the chasing pack of Simpson/Bardwell and 

Meadowcroft/Wickenden.  

There was competition between crews as to 

who would be first in checking out the water 

temperature with an unscheduled dip. The 

Robertsons recovered rapidly (in an elegantly 

synchronised fashion) to finish a battling sixth, 

after a botched spinnaker hoist. Ever the 

gentleman, Mike Hamilton headed home early, 

thus ensuring hot water for Amanda Shakir. 

Up at the front, Yeadon/North sailed to a 

second comfortable victory having mastered the 

art of not attempting a gybe with a spinnaker up. 

They were followed over the line by a rampant 

Kelly boat, followed in closely by the Harts. 

Meanwhile and finishing fourth, Phil 

Meadowcroft was discussing the finer points of 

spinnaker line knitting with his crew while being 

pressed by Bardwell/Simpson and 

Atherton/Gascgoine. 

 

Race 3 

The Sunday dawned grey and very windy. There 

was an air of trepidation at Tudor, with all boats 

held ashore until the race committee had stuck 

its collective nose out of harbour, raised a wetted 

finger and tested the breeze. Fearing that the 

committee boat would not be able to hold station 

and anticipating a slight respite in the southerly 

20 plus knots, a postponement of one hour was 

announced. 

After a protracted period of “shall we, shan’t 

we” and far too much tea than is good to take to 

sea in a dry suit, we were eventually called to the 

start line. Goodbye notes for loved ones were 

written, life jackets donned and boats rapidly 

launched. It was going to be a sail-flogging, 

bruising day for all with the start in winds of 

about 18 knots but gusts of considerably more – 

probably topping 30 knots by the finish. 

All of the fleets were depleted and although 

the Wanderer’s were down to six, they all 

managed to stay upright throughout the race – 

just. The Yeadon/North squad again took the 

lead and always looked comfortable (just going to 

show that looks can deceive), recording their 

third straight victory. While they had to be 

aware of the ever present Harts, they were never 

really under threat once the spinnaker was up, 

the new Hartley boat suffering teething problems 

with its pole controls. 

Revelling in the conditions, Bardwell/Simpson 

secured a third, their best result of the series, 

followed in fourth place by the Kellys. Tim 

Robertson and the ever slender Niamh found the 

conditions taxing, coming in fifth followed to the 

line by a deeply reefed but comfortable 

Hamilton/Shakir. 

The day was finished with a Wanderer team 

sealing victory in Langstone Sailing Club’s quiz 

night, much to the chagrin of established local 

teams. 

 

Race 4  

Aeolus had just about had his fun and much 

lighter conditions were to play their hand on the 

Rear Commodore’s report 



 

Ebb and Flow                 June 2015 Page 9 

final day. Although, Paul Yeadon and Liz North 

had already and finally secured their first 

national championships, there was everything to 

play for in filling the other podium slots. 

The first beat of the day was held across an 

even stronger flooding tide in south westerly 

winds of about 10 knots which increased during 

the course of the first race, topping 15 knots at 

times. There were many changes in the running 

order with all playing their roles. 

After an unfortunate spinnaker incident at the 

last gybe mark, Meadowcroft/Wickenden 

snatched what was to prove a vital first place 

from the Robertsons who, to their credit, battled 

to the finish only to be pipped on the line by the 

closest of margins. Yeadon/North had managed 

to overtake four boats on the first spinnaker gybe 

mark and wriggle through to third, followed to 

the line by the Harts, Bardwell, Kelly, Hamilton 

and Atherton boats. 

 

Race 5  

The course was becoming complicated. Holes 

were appearing in the wind and the tide had just 

about finished its inward rush, being paused for 

an equally rapid exit from this particular 

nautical stage. 

Those who got it right on the latter legs of the 

race headed to the right hand side of the course 

and made big gains in extra pressure and ebbing 

water. Weight and boat set-up was starting to 

tell and the Robertsons sailed to a just and 

comfortable victory over Phil Meadowcroft and 

Adam Wickendon. Their second place confirmed 

an improbable second overall in the 

championships by just one point (having missed 

the second day entirely – but that’s regatta 

racing for you).  

The young, Adam and Lucy Hart came in a 

pleasing third place overall – being an excellent 

result for a “rookie” entry in a relatively untested 

boat. Frank Atherton and David Gascoigne were 

rightly awarded the “Ted Shepherd Trophy” for 

their undying persistence and enthusiasm.  

Thanks are due to Tudor Sailing Club, Locks 

Sailing Club and Langstone Sailing Club for 

their combined efforts and hospitality, as well as 

to the principal sponsors, Rooster. The race 

committee were exemplary in managing so many 

fleets in difficult conditions, readily making 

sensible decisions when required to do so. 

 

Hannah Barnes, 

Rear Commodore. 

Rear Commodore’s report 
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…with Tudor Sailing 
Club. Cruiser captain 
Roger Smith provides 
some practical advice on 
a first channel crossing. 

 
 

T 
here have been countless articles over 

the years in the magazines about 

sailing across to France and there more 

than are a few books on the subject too. 

They are all full of useful information and, as 

always, some that is not really that relevant to 

the sort of sailing we do as a club. Most have a 

particular point of view to put across regarding 

safety or equipment etc, but many miss out on 

the very basic things that a newcomer really 

needs to know and which would give them the 

confidence to make the trip. 

In this article, I hope to use our experiences to 

address this balance a bit, and perhaps give 

some of you who are not too sure a bit more 

confidence. 

 

Navigation 

When we first did the trip to Cherbourg in Kebo. 

We probably “over planned” to a degree, but that 

is not an issue, unless an attempt is made to 

stick too rigidly to plans made for one set of 

conditions (winds, sea state etc) and end up 

setting off in conditions that are very different. 

The most recent time that we popped over to 

St Vaast for a long weekend we did the opposite 

and paid the price with a long slow crossing. We 

had got lazy and it was a lesson well learnt. 

One of the first things to consider is the 

realistic average speed of the boat. Factors that 

must be taken into account here are that the 

motion of the sea out in the Channel is very 

different from here in the Solent. The short, 

sharp, Solent waves can dramatically slow 

lighter, shorter boats at times, but mirror flat 

conditions can make you think your average 

speed is much higher than realistic. Somewhere 

in-between, but on the lower side is probably safe 

to assume under most conditions. What the 

articles generally fail to remind us of is the effect 

of hull fouling. On Cinabbar, this can drop our 

speed by as much as 1.5 knots when sailing. By 

comparison, in Kebo it was probably more like 

half that. Having made the error a couple of 

times now, simply because we just did not get 

round to a quick scrub off before the trip, I would 

say this is probably one of the more important 

things to plan before you go. Try to do this a 

week or two before departure – it will save quite 

a bit of fuel when motoring. Consideration might 

be given to a quick lift and pressure wash at one 

of the yards if time is tight; mid-season, this can 

be quite reasonable. 

 

Maintain headway 

Thinking of St Vaast as the destination, it is 

about 72 miles from Bembridge Ledge – 

Cherbourg being about 75 miles. This means a 

14½ hour crossing at about five knots average, 

just over 13 hours at five and a half knots but 

only 12 hours at six knots. This emphasises the 

importance of a clean hull. 

This also really brings home is the need to 

keep going – dropping below five knots because 

sailing is comfortable is a big mistake and I have 

“been there, done that and paid the price”. If, 

when sailing, the boat’s speed starts to drop 

below its comfortable cruising speed for more 

than a few minutes – perhaps because of a wind 

shift or falling strength – pop the motor on. If the 

wind is a bit too far forward to sail nicely, keep 

the main up and motor sail. It is amazing how 

much this can increase the boat’s speed, even in 

light winds – one-half to one knot is common for 

the same engine revs. The trick is to keep the 

Sailing to France... 

A view of St Vaast over our 

bow, across the marina.  
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main sheet loose, but haul the boom in to the 

middle one way or another. 

 

Tide times 

With an idea of how long the voyage will take, 

the next factor to look at is the tides. The first  

12 hours will almost always cancel the east and 

west effects, but tides must be taken into account 

for any voyage that takes longer. This is pretty 

basic day skipper stuff so I won’t bore readers 

with it here. A point of interest is that after 

going slack mid-channel, for an hour or so 

around low water at Dover, the tide on the 

French side has a distinct southerly trend, 

something that can help the boat’s speed over 

ground. 

For Cherbourg, it is sensible to plan to arrive 

around slack water. This is about an hour either 

side of high water at Dover and then five or six 

hours later. If that is not possible, I would advise 

making sure that the boat is up tide of the 

entrance on arrival because the tide can whip 

along the coast there. 

For St Vaast, go for around local high water – 

this gives the best margin for the lock, but do 

consider the tides along the coast there. From 

about six hours after high water at Dover, the 

tide builds up to around three and a half knots 

down the coast about four hours before high 

water, Dover. Get this right and speed over the 

ground can be amazing; get it wrong and the 

boat is going nowhere quick. For reference, high 

water in St Vaast is about two and a half hours 

before Dover. 

 

Safety considerations 

The books and magazines are full of opinions 

about life jackets and life rafts – I have my ideas 

and will let you make up your own mind. 

Regarding conventional flares: yes, they have 

good points, but remember the French are very 

strict on time-expired flares. My advice not to 

even think of taking them if they will expire 

while out there. Remember that one of the 

biggest dangers is from shipping (more later) and 

it would have to be a ship that saw the flare or 

flares in an emergency. My personal preferences 

are the laser or LED flares because I think they 

have a huge potential and are very safe, but I 

leave that up to you. One thing I am very sure 

about is the value of automatic identification 

system (AIS) and, to a lesser extent, 

conventional radar given you really need to know 

what you are doing to get the best from it. 

 

Making the crossing 

So, we have decided when to leave, checked the 

forecasts (try as many as possible to check 

whether any are particularly different) and have 

set off. Remember that the crew will need to eat. 

To avoid going below, think about taking a flask 

or two; thick soups, stews etc work well in wide-

mouthed flasks. However, this is really about 

personal preferences. 

Because shipping lanes will be crossed – as 

well as the possibility of odd ships going in 

different directions – it is vital that someone 

keeps a good watch out. Ships can change from a 

Sailing to France... 

Leaving the marina at St Vaast at dawn. 

The amazing amphibious vehicle that takes you to  

Tatihou island, in the bay outside St Vaast (worth a visit).  
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spot on the horizon to being very close in no time 

at all. If AIS is fitted, make sure that its 

operation is familiar. We set the closest point of 

approach (CPA) alarm to one-quarter mile. This 

is not so much that we necessarily want to be 

that close, but to avoid it going off continually in 

the shipping lanes. Do not be tempted to try to 

race in front of a ship that is on the close side – 

you are unlikely to win. A technique that seems 

to work well is to get within, say, one-quarter or 

one-third of a mile or so and then run parallel to 

it, perhaps slowing slightly. As soon as it has 

passed – and it will only take minutes – return 

to the original heading. If evasive action must be 

taken relatively closely – say under one-half a 

mile – make sure that this is done positively so 

that any ship watching can understand the 

skipper’s intentions and anticipate the yacht’s 

movements. 

Another tip that is good to remember is that if 

a ship is getting wider it will not hit you. 

Watching to see how the bridge moves relative to 

the hull makes this even clearer. 

On one trip we had a close encounter with a 

small German coaster. I suppose that we had 

become a little closer than the captain thought 

we should because he seemed to slow down. As 

we went to pass a safe distance astern, he turned 

sharply putting us in his prop wash – not really 

dangerous, but not very nice either. 

 

Almost there 

One of the other hazards to look out for are 

floating objects and debris. As the French side 

nears all sorts of strange things can be seen 

floating by. Try to avoid them because they can 

hide rope or netting. 

Closer to the French coast keep a very sharp 

eye out for fishing markers. Many of these are 

small buoys with a pole and a flag on and are not 

always as visible as might be expected. 

Remember, also, that strong tides can make 

these even harder to see. 

Entering Cherbourg, take care because the 

port can be very busy with fishing and sailing 

boats as well as ferries and the like. Follow the 

instructions in the pilot book but, to be honest, if 

there appear to be lots of empty visitor’s berths I 

would just tend to choose one and then go to the 

harbour office. St Vaast is much the same, but 

more likely to be quite full, so a call on the VHF 

is to be recommended. 

 

Moored up 

So, we have arrived and have safely completed 

our first trip to France under our own steam. 

Encounters with real officialdom are unlikely 

and because we have come from inside the EU 

there are no customs issues. 

Our plans are to head straight to St Vaast, 

leaving very early on Friday morning. We can 

therefore enjoy the market on Saturday morning, 

visit the amazing Mr Goslin’s to stock up on 

things we don’t see over here (and wine & 

spirits), and possibly treat ourselves to a meal at 

Fuschia’s in the evening – if we can get in, that 

is. Bon appetit! 

 

Roger Smith, 

Cruiser Captain. 

Sailing to France... 

The lighthouse on the south breakwater at St Vaast. 
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Scounts go to sea 

A week before the mast? 
Bernie Clark strongly 
recommends a tall ship 
voyage with the Rona 
Sailing Project. 
 

I 
 spent the Easter week sailing in the 

English Channel with 12 Explorer Scouts. 

The teenage scouts were from the 

Paulsgrove Nelson Unit and we sailed with 

the Rona Sailing Project.  

The week long sail included: sailing down the 

Channel to Portland and around the Isle of 

Wight, including a sail in the dark.  

The nights were spent in several different 

harbours, but one night was spent at anchor  

at sea. 

 

Most of the youngsters had not even stepped 

on a sailing boat before. This was shown on the 

first evening and was evident by the amount of 

dinner not eaten. However, they quickly found 
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their sea legs and were soon acting as a team, 

pulling, reefing, gybing, tacking and knotting all 

under the orders of Jake, the mate, and overseen 

by skipper Barry. Further encouragement to the 

crew was provided by the two watch leaders: 

Jess and Rachael. 

 

A great group 

Accompanying the scouts were other youngsters 

from out of the city, but they were all soon 

getting along. One lad, Nick from Cambridge, 

commented: “What a nice bunch”. Oscar, from a 

small country village said, when ask how he got 

on with the Paulsgrove youngsters said that 

“once I got to know them they are a nice bunch 

and it was great sailing with them.” When asked 

for his comments, Jake the mate’s reply was, “we 

had a blast, come again”. 

 I gathered the scouts together for this trip 

because I felt that all of the youngsters would 

benefit from a sailing experience, which would 

place them in a different environment from that 

which they are used to. During the previous 

weeks they were all in “exam mode”, but this trip 

gave them a rest – of sorts. It was very satisfying 

to hear their enthusiasm while talking 

afterwards. 

Tall ships 

For any group that would like to experience 

sailing in a tall ship, there are many sailing 

trusts; we went with the Rona Sailing Project 

and had a fantastic time. 

Bernie Clark. 

 

Further information: 

Rona Sailing Trust 

Website: www.ronasailingproject.com 

Telephone: 01489 885098 

Email: office@ronasailingproject.org  

Watch Bernie’s short video on Youtube at: 

http://snipurl.com/2a0p6hz  

Scouts go to sea 
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Know about the big race? 
Richard Calas reports on 
the Langstone Harbour 
Race weekend. If you’ve 
never done it or even 
attended as a spectator, 
helper or shore crew, 
then you should. Not 
convinced, read on… 
 

F 
or the three days of the early May bank 

holiday, Langstone Harbour comes 

alive to the sounds and sights of some 

of the best and most competitive sailing 

you will see. Crews from all over the country join 

forces with Locks and Langstone and descend on 

Tudor Sailing Club to take part in what is fast 

becoming the annual highlight of the calendar in 

the harbour. It is not necessary to be a top-notch 

sailor to take part in the racing or to simply 

enjoy the excitement: this is an event where 

there is something for everyone. 

 

Top trophies 

There really is something for everyone as far as 

the racing is concerned. 

For the “pot hunting sailor” the competition is 

fierce, and for the winner the knowledge you  

 

have beaten the best on the day. For the 

“intermediates” there is the chance to rub 

shoulders with the top crews, seek their advice 

and learn their tactics so that next year. For the 

“novice” there is the opportunity to be on the 

water with some of the best crews in the country 

and learn just by following and watching. Who 

knows, in a couple of years they could be the ones 

who are being followed. The dream starts here. 

 

A spectator sport 

For spectators and crews on the water the sight 

of watching a fleet of RS 4000s, bow sprits 

extended and asymmetric spinnakers flying, 

coming at you through a mist of spray, is 

awesome. A word of warning, don’t get in the 

way or you may get to experience life as a kebab. 

The fast handicap fleet are just that, spray 

everywhere, and I have no idea why they call it 

the “slow” handicap, they are anything but that.  

And then there are the Wanderers, taking 

part in the weekend and their own national 

championship. An old man’s boat? Wrong. Aged 

assassins these are as they snipe around each 

other, bullying, picking on others mistakes like 

an itch that won’t stop, using all of the rules and 

their guile to get to the front.  

Once the start gun goes, the serious 

competitors are out on the water with no quarter 

given by the top boys and girls. But at night, 

after the battle, it’s time to let go, enjoy each 

other’s company, make new friends and talk over 

the events of the day, as the crews and helpers 

pile into the host club for refreshments and 

sustenance.  

Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 
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And pile in they do...  

There was standing room only at Locks Sailing 

Club. Such was the popularity, it was rammed; 

but the weather was kind and there was plenty 

of room outside and around the compound to 

chat and mingle. The following night, Langstone 

Sailing Club saw much the same level of activity 

with the committee stripping the bench seating 

out of the changing rooms and magically finding 

chairs from anywhere to put into the bar area. 

As a result, “nearly” everyone had a seat and 

were able to eat in comfort and enjoy the evening 

quiz, which was won incidentally by the 

Wanderers. I said they were competitive! 

 

The presentations 

Finally, day three and every one was back to 

Tudor for the presentation of the trophies and 

acceptance speeches. Tired, but happy, the crews 

collect their spoils. The 2015 national champions 

are rewarded and everyone was congratulated, 

conversations start about meeting up again, 

same time, next year, to take part in this 

brilliant and growing event. 

But as we all know, these things don’t just 

happen by chance, and a lot of hard work is 

required to organise this event. 

 

Thanks to Richard and Hannah Barnes 

I was fortunate enough, some would say unlucky 

(No way. Ed), to spend the winter in the 

compound next to Betty S, owned by Richard and 

Hannah Barnes, which meant I spent six months 

listening to Richard wittering on about the “race 

weekend”. This is not an easy subject to get your 

head around when windows are leaking and an 

engine is in bits, but I understand why now. 

I admit that Richard and Hannah are friends 

and because of that it is always easier to look at 

the things they do with a positive light, but I can 

honestly say that I was absolutely staggered, 

and proud, to witness the amount of work they 

got though between them in putting together the 

weekend. Talk about self-sacrifice. The whole 

weekend from the catering to camping for 

visiting crews, from parking for visiting boats to 

organising safety boats and crews, bar times, 

shore crews, trolley dollies, race officers and 

results, collecting the daily prizes from the 

engravers and awarding the prizes and even 

finding time to race themselves in their Vago, 

was, as demonstrated by anyone who was there, 

a resounding success.  

 

Competitors’ endorsements 

Once every one had left for all points of the 

country to the sound of “see you next year” 

Richard and Hannah finally retreated home, 

both of them understandably shattered, for a 

well-deserved beer and takeaway pizza.  

Where they get their energy and enthusiasm I 

have no idea, but I am glad they have this in 

abundance. Richard and Hannah, you did the 

Tudor Sailing Club proud. Well done both of you. 

Below are a few testaments from some of the 

competitors. They make enjoyable reading. 

 

Thanks for a great weekend. The camping and 

racing were spot on. 

Mark Hope. 

 

Hi Richard, 

Thanks very much for the photos, it must have 

taken you hours to sort it all out. 

 

Thanks Richard,  

Good memories of the weekend.  

Tim and Saffron. 

 

Thank you Richard!  

Best wishes,  

Mark and Jane. 

 

And finally… 

If you’ve never attended the LHRW as a 

competitor, spectator or helper or shore crew, 

then you should. Put it in your diary now for 

next year and see the club at its absolute best. 

You won’t regret it. 

 

Richard Calas. 

Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 
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Langstone Harbour Race Weekend — From the Wanderers 

I 
n 2013 the Wanderer class were let down 

by our chosen venue for our nationals at 

relatively short notice and so needed to 

find an alternative in a hurry. I happened 

to trip over an advert for the Langstone Harbour 

race weekend and called in at the club 

unannounced when passing one day to see what 

was what and whether we could possibly impose 

ourselves on the event for our Nationals.  

It was during this visit that we were 

introduced to Richard and Hannah Barnes for 

the first time. They couldn’t have made us feel 

more welcome or done more to accommodate the 

Wanderers in the event. We have since returned 

every year, holding our Nationals at the event 

again in 2015 and Richard and Hannah are the 

stand out personalities for the weekend at Tudor 

SC, encouraging us to get involved in the whole 

event and really feel part of it.  

I would like to record the Wanderer Class 

Owners Association (WCOA) thanks to them 

both for their tireless efforts to make a success of 

the event, support before and afterwards, 

introduction of various bits of whizzy tech like  

 

rapidly updated SailWave result sheets or RaceQ 

boat tracking and for letting us beat them on the 

water occasionally. 

 

Tim Robertson, 

WCOA Racing Secretary. 
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Summer is almost 
underway. Make the most 
of the sailing weather, but 
don’t forget the Tudor 
Sailing Club summer ball. 
 
 

T 
he Tudor Sailing Club barbecue has 

been very busy already this year with 

the RYA’s “Push the boat out” day. An 

amazing turn out meant we sold more 

than 120 burgers and hot dogs and yet again the 

BBQ team stood up to the (hot) plate 

magnificently. To run things smoothly when 

catering for that amount of people takes a large 

team of volunteers and my thanks goes to all 

those involved. The food sales generated a decent 

profit for the club of about £200 which is no bad 

thing either. 

The Langstone Harbour race weekend saw the 

galley team having another busy weekend and 

they were helped by some additional volunteers. 

Thanks go to everyone who helped make these 

events a success, especially the cake makers. 

 

The event of the summer 

The second Tudor Sailing Club summer ball 

takes place on 5 September 2015 and tickets are 

on sale now at £25 per person. 

This is an adults’ only event so get your 

babysitters booked and grab a ticket. 

It will be another brilliant evening no doubt 

with “Groove Monster” doing the musical 

honours and “Catch a Fire” providing the 

catering services in a posh buffet style. Speak to 

anyone who went last year and I’m sure they will 

recommend it. We have 70 tickets available and 

they are already selling fast. 

To buy a ticket please email me 

socialsec@tudorsailing.org.uk  

Enjoy your summer sailing and don’t forget to 

visit the club on a Wednesday or Friday evening 

or Sunday lunchtime. 

 

Steve Francis, 

TSC Social Secretary. 

Social Secretary’s Report 

 Saturday/Sunday 4/5 July Tudor Sailing Club Regatta 

 Saturday, 18 July (to be confirmed)  Family Fun Day 

 Sunday, 26 July Sword Sands Fun Day 

 Saturday, 5 September Summer Ball/Party 

 Saturday, 12 September Tudor Sailing Club Junior Regatta 

 Sunday, 20 September Bart’s Bash 

 Saturday, 24 October (to be confirmed) Commodore’s Reception 

 Saturday/Sunday, 17/18 October Lift Out 

 Saturday, 31 October  Halloween Party 

 Friday, 13 November  Laying-Up Supper and Quiz 

 Saturday, 12 December  Christmas Party 

 Friday, 18 December  Christmas Carols 

 Thursday, 31 December New Year’s Party  

2015 Social & Sailing Calendar 


