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Dates for your diary: 

 Tudor Sailing Club Regatta — Saturday/Sunday, 28/29 June 2014 (see page 2)  

 Horse Sands Trophy — Saturday, 5 July 2014 at 9.30am 

 Forts and Fairways 1 (at ECA) — Saturday, 5 July 2014 at 9.30am 

 Round Hayling Cruise — Sunday, 6 July 2014 at 10.00am 

 Chris Wadham — Saturday, 12 July 2014 at 11.00am 

 Wilson & Glanville  — Sunday, 10 August 2014 at 11.30am 

 Gould & Challenge 1 — Saturday, 30 August 2014 at 2.30pm 

 Junior Regatta — Saturday, 13 September 2014 at 2.00pm 

 Summer Ball — Saturday, 6 September 2014 at 7.00pm 
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Sailing Secretary’s Report 

Janice Bell outlines the future 
plans of the sailing committee. 
 

T 
he sailing committee has started work on 

a sailing plan to provide direction for next 

year’s calendar and beyond. We are 

developing this plan based on a “SWOT” review 

of the club’s strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats. 

Our vision is a club where the majority of our 

members actively sail and where members tell 

their friends and colleagues how good it is to sail 

at, and be members of, Tudor Sailing Club. We 

want passers’ by to see an active, fun and 

friendly club going about its business. We want 

all members to be made welcome and become 

active, engaged members. 

Our aim is to become the area’s premier club 

for those who want a fun and family-friendly 

environment where their sailing skills can be 

developed and improved. In doing this, we will be 

building on our strengths rather than trying to 

copy other clubs. Most of our programme will be 

aimed at the improving sailor, with an increased 

focus on removing any barriers to active 

participation. Our programme will continue to 

include events to stretch our members, such as 

the Langstone Harbour Race Weekend, the  

Inter-Club Race Series and long distance races. 

 

Priorities 

We have created the following priority goals. 

 

 To increase participation in sailing activities 

and helping to remove barriers for those who 

do not currently participate. This means 

understanding our current members and the 

barriers to participation, and identifying 

actions to help them overcome these. Our 

preliminary analysis suggests these groups 

might include women, cadet parents, and older 

members. We will need to ensure that there is 

adequate provision in the calendar for them. 

 To provide activities and support to help 

members develop their sailing abilities. This 

might include organising sessions where 

members can help each other overcome issues 

with their boats, and providing more support 

on the water to help people build confidence 

and improve. It could include collaboration 

with Portsmouth Watersports Centre and 

encouraging experienced members to use less 

experienced members as their crew. 

 

 To mentor and support new members and 

cadet parents to ensure that they become 

active members. This is all about putting new 

members into contact with the relevant fleet 

captain and setting up a buddy system using 

members with similar interests and boats. It 

might mean introducing a race series similar 

to the old style Saturday series, which was 

designed for those new to racing. It certainly 

means making more of events such as the RYA 

“Push the Boat Out” and our own Novice and 

Endeavour races. 

 To develop a stronger cruiser programme  

and foster integration between all club 

members. This might mean revitalisation of 

the crew matching system and more 

encouragement for cruiser and dinghy sailors 

to join in events together. 

 To maintain a family-friendly environment. We 

want all our members to feel welcome and we 

want to encourage families to join and stay 

with the club. We already have an excellent 

cadet programme, but we need to consider 

those with younger children, and those who are 

only here to support their children. 

 

If you have any suggestions, we would love to 

hear from you. What sort of activities would you 

like to see? Would you like to see the club do 

more for other groups of water-users (eg 

windsurfers, kayakers)? Would you like to see 

more talks, events and/or training days? 

Whatever it is, please let us know – Tudor 

Sailing Club is your club, and we would like it to 

meet your needs. 

 

Janice Bell, Sailing Secretary. 

 

Email Janice at: janicebell.codd@gmail.com. 

www.h2ophotos.org.uk 
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Way to go Vagos! 

Richard Barnes reports on the 

performance of the Vago dinghies 

at this year’s Langstone Harbour 

Race Weekend event. 

 

T 
wo Vagos were in attendance for the 

Langstone Harbour Race Weekend, held 

over the early May bank holiday. The 

event is a general handicap open, hosted by 

Tudor, Locks and Langstone Sailing Clubs, 

featuring five races spread over three days. 

 

Day 1 

The Vagos were the fastest boats within the 

medium handicap fleet, which included some 

strong competition from Wayfarers, Solos and 

Lasers. The wind was very light as the 

competitors prepared their craft on day 1, with 

the light easterly dropping off just as the sailors 

launched from the Tudor SC slipway. Concerns of 

making the start line in time soon evaporated, 

because a good sea breeze built from the south. 

Race 1 saw a simple windward/leeward course, 

just off the eastern shore of Portsmouth. The 

start went off without incident for the local Vago 

200 of Richard and Hannah Barnes, who quickly 

got into clear air to lead the visiting Vago 164 of 

Ed Deacon and Jeannette Chin of Hunts Sailing 

Club. Local knowledge paid dividends in the 

early stages of the race as the Barnes boat tacked 

off to the western side of the course upwind to 

avoid the incoming tide. At the windward mark, 

the Vagos hoisted their kites and sailed out 

through the moorings into the strong tide to 

capitalise on the current. The race finished with 

the Barnes Vago in fifth place, while Ed and 

Jeanette finished twelfth as they got to grips 

with the local tides. 

The second race of the day saw a course 

change as the wind settled down to a nice eight to 

nine knots. The race officer opted for a triangle/

sausage course which favoured the asymmetric 

boats in the fleet. The tide was yet to turn as the 

second race got underway and any tidal 

advantages to be gained had been lost because 

the visitors were now well aware of the 

favourable side of the course. The local Vago got 

bogged down off of the line, avoiding a wayward 

Wanderer who was five seconds adrift of the pre-

start countdown. The pin end of the line was put  

 

under considerable strain with several boats 

being pushed over the line. However, the Hunts 

Vago sailed clear to a well-deserved lead, which 

was too much for the local boat to chase down. 

The race finished with the that boat in seventh 

place and the Barnes Vago in tenth. With one 

race a piece it was level in the Vago battle at the 

end of day 1. 

 

Day 2 

The slightly later tide allowed the fleets to sail to 

the start line with an already established sea 

breeze from the south, holding steady at eight to 

nine knots. The race officer had moved the course 

east to the centre of the harbour, avoiding the 

moorings and changing the relationship between 

course and tide.  

The start line was positioned just south of 

Sword Sands, where the Langstone and Broom 

channels divide, with sailors battling against the 

tide to cross the start line. This added another 

dimension to the pre-start antics, because normal 

start routines had to be adjusted to suit the 

conditions. The course was another triangle/

sausage arrangement, which would hopefully 

benefit the asymmetric boats. The race got away 

with the Barnes Vago breaking left on the course 

to sail across the strong tide in the Langstone 

channel which turned out to be the way to go, 

while the Deacon Vago stayed central, fighting 

hard to chase down the local boat, but to no avail. 

The Barnes Vago finished seventh in the fleet, 

with the Deacon boat in eleventh place. It was 

two-one to the local boat at the end of race 3. 

For race 4, the course was reset to a trapezoid 

– the perfect asymmetric course because the 

reaching legs would allow the Vagos to take full 

www.h2ophotos.org.uk 



 

Ebb and Flow                 June 2014 Page 5 

Way to go Vagos! 
advantage of their extra sail area. The tide 

eased as the race got underway, with both boats 

getting good starts for the first time all weekend 

– the race was truly on.  

The Barnes’ Vago narrowly avoided contact 

at the windward mark, coming in on a port tack 

and tacking under a Wayfarer. The Deacon 

Vago was only a few boat lengths behind as the 

boats hoisted their spinnakers for the first time. 

The Deacon boat soon overhauled the Barnes’ 

sailing higher and faster towards the second 

mark, with both boats choosing to bear away as 

they rounded the mark and sail deep further up 

the channel. The Barnes boat gybed off first 

(and maybe a little too early) which allowed the 

Deacon Vago to come into the third mark at a 

better angle, while the Barnes Vago was 

compromised by a local Solo. As both rounded 

the third mark, Deacon was ahead of Barnes, 

tightening onto a fast reach, kites flying and 

crews out on the wire as they headed towards 

the leeward mark. Both Vagos rounded within a 

few boat lengths of each other, sailing upwind 

towards the line and back up to the windward 

mark.  

The Barnes had a favourable upwind leg and 

managed to overhaul Deacon by the time they 

reached the windward mark. The two Vagos 

hoisted to head downwind to mark 2, although 

this time the Barnes boat stayed high to prevent 

Deacon from sailing over the top. As the boats 

rounded the second mark, the Barnes bore away 

to sail deeper up the channel than the previous 

lap, to ensure they could gybe off and get a good 

angle into the third mark. The Deacon Vago 

gybed off almost immediately around mark 2, 

seeking better winds and hoping to come in on 

the Barnes boat on starboard at the third mark. 

However, the Barnes boat managed to find more 

speed downwind and were well ahead by the 

third mark, leaving the Deacon boat with work 

to do.  

The final upwind leg again saw the Barnes 

Vago gain ground, although this was soon lost 

as they rounded the windward mark and 

hoisted the kite with an hourglass. Quick 

thinking saw them gybe to remove the twist, 

before quickly gybing back to head towards 

mark 2 – by this time the Deacon boat had 

again closed the gap. Sailing downwind, the 

Barnes maintained the small lead that they 

had, with both boats sailing similar courses. The 

Barnes rounded the leeward mark just ahead to 

the Deacon Vago and went on to take line 

honours – in what was to become the best battle 

of the Vagos all regatta. The Barnes Vago 

finished the second day three-one up, although 

both teams were just glad to have had the 

opportunity of a good clean scrap. 

 

Day 3 

The third and final day was an “around the 

cans” race with strong winds building from the 

south. Boats launched into 15 knots of breeze 

with gusts of 20 knots. The start line was a  

little more roomy than usual, as some of the 

competitors had either left early due to long 

journeys home or were exhausted after two days 

of competitive sailing.  

The race got underway cleanly, with both 

Vagos going well with the stronger winds. The 

Deacon boat had a great start and held the 

upper hand by the windward mark at Sinah Ski, 

with the Barnes’ trailing behind.  

     As the boats bore away towards the 

second mark, it was apparent the reach 

was far too tight to fly the asymmetric. 

The next leg reached towards north-

west Sinah and the harbour entrance, 

but the close angle and strong breeze 

scared many asymmetrics into keeping 

their kites stowed. As the boats 

approached the harbour entrance the 

wind veered to the east a little, and the 

Vagos became more confident and 

launched their spinnakers. At North-

West Sinah, the boats both gybed away 

to run deep towards Salterns buoy, well 

up the Broom Channel. The Deacon 

boat held onto the lead because the 
www.h2ophotos.org.uk 
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Way to go Vagos! 

Barnes had to gybe off to avoid getting squeezed 

by a Supernova and a Laser.  

At Salterns, the boats sailed back across the 

Broom Channel and over Sword Sands, to return 

to the start line.  

The Barnes tacked off far later than the 

Deacon boat, avoiding the incoming tide up the 

channel and helping their upwind speed. By the 

time the Vagos reached the windward mark, the 

Barnes had recovered their lost ground and were 

right on the transom of the Deacon Vago again. 

However, the over-enthusiastic helm of the 

Barnes boat pushed their Vago into a tack around 

Sinah Ski without ensuring his crew was 

unclipped from the wire and all the made up 

ground was lost.  

The capsize recovery was relatively fast, but 

Deacon had capitalised on the opportunity and 

was off … as we righted the boat, we could almost 

see the Deacon boat bouncing up and down as 

their occupants chuckled.  

With the Deacon Vago extending their lead, 

the Barnes crew discarded any fear for the tight 

reach on leg 3 and flew the spinnaker anyway – 

they screamed back down the harbour (still 

battered from their capsize) but with massive 

grins as the Vago planed back through the fleet. 

The valiant recovery was not good enough as the 

Deacon Boat sailed a perfect race to take line 

honours. This brought the Vago battle to 3-2, with 

the Barnes’ just clinging onto the top spot. 

Both boats bore away quickly off the finish line 

– hoisted their kites and screamed off up the 

harbour back to the Tudor SC slip. The perfect 

end to a perfect weekend’s sailing.  

 

The results 

Thanks to Ed and Jeanette for making the long 

journey south to Portsmouth – they were 

fantastic sparring partners over the weekend and 

were heavily disadvantaged by the local tidal 

conditions. The two Vagos finished a very 

respectable fourth and sixth in class, only 

separated by a Laser 2000. Many happy but tired 

sailors left following the prize-giving determined 

to spread the word and make for an even better 

2015 event. 

 

Richard Barnes. 

 

Final Results: http://tinyurl.com/kpbqc7d  

 

Photos by H2O Photos: 

http://www.h2ophotos.org.uk 

www.h2ophotos.org.uk 
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Family Fun Day 

Steve Francis explains that Tudor’s 

annual “fun day” is all about 

encouraging future club members 

to enjoy themselves safely whether 

on land or water. So what’s next on 

the social calendar? 
 

T 
he Tudor Team nailed it” says Rob 

Nicholson, Tudor Cadet Captain, referring 

to the TSC Family Fun Day which took 

place on Saturday, 14 June and I couldn’t put it 

better myself. Once again, we had another great 

turn out from existing members and their guests, 

and this year the weather was kind to us. 

Thanks to everyone who made the effort to come 

along – it was great to see the club packed out. 

This year’s event has successfully tempted 

three new families to submit membership 

applications – one of the main aims for the event. 

They all received a warm welcome and saw the 

club at its best, with everyone working together 

to provide a most excellent fun day. 

 

Thanks to our volunteers 

As always, huge thanks go to all the volunteers, 

both land and water-based. I know that more 

people helped out than I could see, but special 

thanks go to Rob Nicholson, Steve Skinner, 

Marcus Hand, Graham Ducane and Anthony 

Robbins and the rest of the water-based team. 

The barbecue served more than 120 burgers 

and hotdogs and this could not have been  

 

achieved without Jane Francis, Helen Ducane, 

Jo Nicholson and Stacey Waterhouse who 

worked so hard all afternoon.  

This event takes a lot of planning to make it a 

safe and enjoyable event and I have had a lot of 

very positive comments about the day. 

 

More volunteers 

Members will be glad to know that we have  

some new volunteers for the galley. Hurray! 

The plan is to keep the galley closed though 

until the end part of this year so that we do not 

just have random Sundays when the galley is 

open. I plan to re-open the galley in October/

November and then have it open every Sunday 

on the run up to (is it too early to mention…) 

Christmas. 
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Family Fun Day 

Other developments 

What else has the social team been up to over the 

last few months? 

As usual, much planning is going on for future 

events and we have had the Langstone Harbour 

Race Weekend to cater for. 

By all accounts, the Friday curry night and the 

spectacular cakes went down a treat and thanks 

to all those who helped with the catering and 

generally over the weekend.  

And still on the subject of catering, we have 

had the prehistoric hob replaced with a 

hyperspace induction hob; now, we just need 

some more people to use it… 

 

 

Have a ball 

Did you know we have a Tudor Sailing Club 

Summer Ball planned for Saturday, 6 September? 

There is a limited number of tickets 

available (around 60) and these will 

go on sale from July. If you’d like to 

attend, please contact me (see below) 

or any member of the social team to 

reserve a place. 

      Tickets will be issued on a “first 

come, first served” basis and club 

members will take priority over any 

guests. There will be a band and a 

posh finger buffet that will be 

provided by external caterers. 

       The event will start at 7.00pm 

with carriages at 12.30am.  

       Once final arrangements have 

been made I will advertise in all the 

usual places. 

       That’s about it from me this time 

round. One last thing; did I say, feel 

free to volunteer for galley duties… 
 

Steve Francis 

Social Secretary. 
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Dick Clark 

 

Mo Clark and family would like to 
express their thanks for the many 
kind messages of condolence. 

 

W 
e were overwhelmed by the huge 

presence of Tudor Sailing Club 

members both past and present at 

Dick’s funeral, and afterwards at the clubhouse. 

Your words and memories combined with the 

incredible turnout are a testament to how  

well-liked and respected Dick was. Generous 

donations in his memory have totalled just over 

£500. The Salvation Army received £295 and the 

RNLI received £210. 

We would like to thank Bernie for officiating 

at the service and all the members who gave up 

their time to ensure that the wake ran smoothly 

and was as enjoyable as a wake can be. 

I have not been able to write to everybody,  

so please accept this as a personal thank you 

from Stuart, Debbie, Nigel and myself. Your 

tremendous support has helped us through a 

very difficult time. 

Mo Clark. 
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The novices 

Sailing is one thing, but sailing with 

a grandchild is a completely new 

experience for Debbie Goodyear. 
 

L 
ast season, our first grandchild Emily 

turned three year’s old and we decided it 

was about time we introduced her to the 

world of cruiser sailing. At the beginning of the 

season she helped to do some maintenance on 

the tender in the compound, we also played with 

her life jacket at home to get her used to it. 

So a windless sunny day finally arrived and 

as we launched the tender we told her how it 

would feel, Emily was given the job of holding 

the painter. After lunch, she accustomed herself 

to walking around the deck of Dream On and up 

and down the companionway which meant life 

jacket on and off on many occasions. We slipped 

the mooring, another task for Emily was to tell 

Nanny when Granddad held his arm up to 

indicate that he’d let go of the pick-up buoy. 

 

Setting off 

With granddad at the helm she sat on the 

combing and held the tiller extension. All of a 

sudden, Emily shouted “Faster granddad” so he 

pushed the throttle down. Not content with that, 

she shouted “Faster, faster Granddad” and 

promptly pushed the throttle down herself. It 

goes to show that they only need to see 

something once. Because the first outing was a 

success we planned for her to be dropped off at 

Ryde Harbour on Saturday teatime, the weather 

was great and other club cruisers were there also 

so a barbecue was arranged for the evening 

which Emily really enjoyed, needless to say she 

slept very well that night. 

A slightly earlier Sunday morning than we 

are used to gave way to another lovely day. 

Thank goodness we had the forethought to pack  

 

a dvd for such an occasion. Ryde is such a great 

place when you have little ones and we found 

plenty to do until it was time to depart. 

 

The return journey 

Again, Emily was given a job to do and we all 

settled down for the journey back to the mooring 

under engine because there was no wind. The 

first mishap was her sun hat blowing off and we 

had to improvise using muslin. The second 

problem then started to unfold. She was sitting 

up on the combing next to me talking one minute 

and the next had nodded off to sleep. “Ah, bless” 

we thought  … until we realised that I was stuck 

holding onto her, Andy was on the helm and 

there was no auto helm in sight. So shuffling 

along until I could hold the tiller extension Andy 

dived down below to get the auto helm; that 

installed, we could then move her down to a 

better sleeping position without waking her up. 

Mission accomplished; she slept most of the rest 

of the journey. 

All in all, a successful weekend and both of us 

are looking forward to having her on-board again 

with the auto helm at the ready next time. 

 

Debbie Goodyear. 



 

Ebb and Flow                 June 2014 Page 11 

The Life of Riley 

Phil Bryant describes a dinghy 
sailor’s grand day out. 

 

O 
nce again it’s time to draw a little 

vignette of life at Tudor Sailing Club. I 

thought it would be useful to put a 

dinghy sailor’s perspective on some cruiser 

racing. We have a flourishing programme for 

both sections, but it’s rare to cross over from one 

to t’other – perhaps we should do this more 

often. Here’s a view of the recent Riley Trophy as 

seen from the winning cabin boy’s (sorry, crew’s) 

point of view. 

 

Right place? 

So how did I get myself into this mess? It was 

simply “right place, right time” and, to my shame 

(sorry Ian), I can’t remember whether it was a 

casual conversation in the bar or the compound. 

Suffice to say that after a quick run through my 

extensive (don’t laugh) yachting resumé, Ian said 

I was the man for him and did I fancy crewing on 

the forthcoming Riley Trophy in Ample, his 21-

foot Westerly Warwick. Never a man to turn 

down the opportunity of a day on the water, I 

said yes like a shot. It slowly dawned on me that 

the Riley was actually not to be trifled with. 

The day of the race finally dawned and I 

really mean the day dawned. We had slept 

overnight on Ample, swinging off one of the trot 

moorings down the harbour ready for a tidal 

defined getaway to hit the Needles at the most 

favourable state of tide for our passage. Those 

who know me realise that I’m not built compact 

and bijou. I never think of myself as tall, but the 

confines of a 21-footer bring home that this is not 

a “live aboard”. However, ablutions done and 

teeth cleaned over the stern we prepared for the 

early off. Ian had done all the tidal and weather 

planning and it was a question of checking the 

wind direction on the line to decide the start. 

 

The first leg 

The Riley has its own uniqueness – he said, 

professing a knowledge of the TSC trophies that 

belies reality. The race is programmed to be over 

fifty miles long and the “round the Isle of Wight” 

matches it perfectly. The start is taken from a 

transit on the Roway Wreck marker off Southsea 

with the chimney on the Southsea shore. That 

gives you an unlimited line length to judge your 

best position to take a run at Cowes then onto 

Yarmouth and Hurst Point. 

 

The start was in a steep choppy sea with an 

almost southerly force four or five. Here, I have 

to say that wind direction accuracy may not be 

exactly as it was on the day. So for readers 

saying “you can’t possibly make it on that tack” 

and other such suggestions, please remember 

this is a story and as such should be taken with a 

pinch of salt. 

So back to beating up the Solent on a grey 

Saturday morning. Cold, all the wet weather 

gear on, short seas – that can only mean one 

thing: seasickness.  

A word to the dinghy sailors: we don’t have a 

“below” or charts, so our navigation doesn’t 

really require a head-down panning regime. I 

used to be pretty good a that sort of thing – but. 

And it’s a rather painful but. After about fifteen 

seconds of looking at the chart of Ryde Middle 

Bank that was it.  

That awful green feeling had spread over me 

like a clammy blanket. I did my best to hide it 

from Ian – I think I managed to the back of the 

island, but I went below again – big mistake. I 

surfaced having confirmed we were in fact where 

the GPS, chart plotter and paper charts said we 

were – in the Solent.  

We were approaching Prince Consort (the 

northerly cardinal mark just off Cowes); I said to 

Ian “This is it I’ve fallen off the flat earth now”. 

It was the limit of my normal sailing area. Turn 

left at Prince Consort up to The Folly and back. 

We were going further. 
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The Life of Riley 

The Needles 

Off the map, past Gurnard, past Beaulieu River. 

As we came up to Yarmouth our sole competitor, 

Keith Prior-Smith in Grey Mantle, could be seen 

windward and still behind. But he slowly came 

past us a few hundred yards up wind, working 

well in the slightly less choppy waters of the 

western Solent.  

Ian assured me that with their handicap we 

still had a fair race and that Keith had to press 

hard for a win in what was patently a faster boat 

on the water. We could see our turning point of 

the Needles. I had last seen them from the deck 

of a yacht over ten years ago and some two years 

ago Sarah and I had visited Hurst Castle to see 

the sights of the Solent. Here we were tacking 

twenty yards off Hurst Castle in the boiling 

waters of the back eddies. It was not a place to 

linger for the view. 

You can’t have the story of the race without 

the skipper’s story. I haven’t had time to 

interview Ian for this piece and perhaps I should 

give some snippets of his sailing wisdom and 

boat handling. Ian is a three times winner of the 

Riley Trophy and his knowledge of the water 

round the Isle of Wight is exemplary.  

Although I could read the charts, Ian had 

been round numerous times and knew what 

would unfold before us. He had timed the 

Needles tidal gate to perfection and I would like 

to say that we rocketed round them, but the 

wind had dropped with the slackening tide and it 

was a bit of a drift before we tacked off onto a 

very tight reach for St Catherine’s point some  

13 nautical miles away. By now, Ian had seen 

that I was not feeling my best and sent me below 

to get some rest. I have to thank him for his 

concern, but not for the motion on the back of the 

island. Even taking my lifejacket and waterproof 

jacket off threw me all over the cabin and took it 

out of me.  

I must have dozed for some time before I 

thought I should get up on deck. Again, the 

lumpy seas conspired against me to keep a clear 

head and I stumbled up top with a vow never to 

venture below again and please could I take the 

helm to give me some focus. 

 

Halfway round 

Ian gladly agreed and then proceeded to go below 

and get his head down with instructions to take 

the inner passage at St Catherine’s point. I 

settled to the helm and watched a unique 

phenomenon of current around the back of the 

Island where, within about three miles of the 

land, the water is brown yet the defining break is 

a line of blue-grey channel water and this brown 

littoral swirl that seems to be kept in Brighstone 

Bay and Compton Bay. An unusual sight. 

Well that’s far too many words from me and 

the race is not even finished so I’ll leave the run 

in for Ian to write for the next issue. There are 

more stories to tell – and there’s also the little 

matter of who won the race.  

 

Phil Bryant. 
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Joshua Slocum and the Spray 

Finding it difficult to navigate round 

Langstone Harbour? Imagine 

undertaking the first solo 

circumnavigation of the world. 

 

O 
n 14 November 1909, Joshua Slocum left 

his home in Martha's Vineyard, 

Massachusetts and set sail on his last 

voyage. From being an international best-selling 

author and presidential guest, Slocum had fallen 

on hard times. He had recently sold his farm and 

had determined on another great adventure, 

over-wintering in the West Indies before 

exploring the Orinoco, Rio Negro and Amazon 

Rivers of South America. This was the last 

anyone heard of Slocum, the first man to sail 

single-handedly around the world. He headed 

out into the Atlantic and disappeared from the 

face of the earth. The following year, his wife 

informed newspapers that she believed that he 

had been lost at sea. 

Slocum was born in Nova Scotia – a place 

with a long relationship with the sea – on  

20 February 1844. His Quaker ancestors having 

moved north to Canada because of their 

opposition to the American War of Independence. 

His father was a farmer and more latterly a 

bootmaker for local fishermen, but his uncle was 

a lighthouse-keeper and Joshua was drawn to 

the sea – possibly to escape the strict discipline 

of his father and the chaos of numerous brothers 

and sisters. 

 

Running away to sea 

After several earlier and abortive attempts to 

leave, and following the death of his mother, he 

finally ran away from home for good aged 16, 

signing on aboard a merchant ship bound for 

Dublin.  

Joshua spent the next five years travelling 

widely around the world, rising to chief mate on 

British ships transporting coal and grain 

between the UK and San Francisco where he 

eventually settled down. However, it was not 

long before he was drawn back to the sea and 

after some coastal pilot work between San 

Francisco and Seattle he was soon in command 

of vessels crossing the Pacific carrying cargoes  

to China, Australia, the East Indies and Japan. 

In 1871, he married an American woman,  

 

Virginia Walker, whom he had met in Australia 

and she travelled with him on his voyages, 

bearing seven children. 

His resourcefulness in rescuing his crew, his 

wife and, probably more importantly for the 

owners, his cargo from a shipwreck in Alaska led 

to a new command and more work in the Pacific, 

eventually as captain of his own ship. 

Coincidentally, and fulfilling an ambition to 

write, he also became a correspondent for the 

San Francisco Bee newspaper. 

Slocum spent the next 20 years at sea 

delivering cargoes and ships in the Pacific Ocean 

and Atlantic, remarrying after the death of his  

first wife. 

 

Spray 

Ashore in the early 1890s, he found a wooden 

yacht in a neighbour’s garden, a 36-foot gaff-

rigged sloop oyster boat named Spray. He rebuilt 

the boat and set sail from Boston on 24 April 

1895 and recounted his voyage – the first single-

handed circumnavigation of the globe – in his 

book, Sailing Alone Around the World. 
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Joshua Slocum and the Spray 

"I had resolved on a voyage around the world, 

and as the wind on the morning of 24 April 1895 

was fair, at noon I weighed anchor, set sail, and 

filled away from Boston, where the Spray had 

been moored snugly all winter. The 12 o'clock 

whistles were blowing just as the sloop shot 

ahead under full sail. A short haul was made up 

the harbor on the port tack, then coming about 

she stood to seaward, with her boom well off to 

port, and swung past the ferries with lively 

heels. A photographer on the outer pier of East 

Boston got a picture of her as she swept by, her 

flag at the peak throwing her folds clear. A 

thrilling pulse beat high in me. My step was 

light on deck in the crisp air. I felt there could be 

no turning back, and that I was engaging in an 

adventure the meaning of which I thoroughly 

understood." 

 

Navigation 

In an era before global positioning satellites and 

radio beacons, Slocum navigated largely by dead 

reckoning to determine his longitude and used a 

sextant to calculate the angle of the sun at 

midday to determine his latitude. 

Tiredness and exhaustion would only be 

expected in long journeys with no one else to 

share duties, but Slocum could sail the Spray 

without touching the helm. The boat had a long 

sail plan in relation to the length of the hull and 

this, combined with a long keel, meant that the 

yacht could in effect self-steer. Once the sails 

were set, the helm could be secured and the boat 

would follow the same heading. Slocum boasted 

that he sailed 2,000 miles across the Pacific 

without touching the tiller. 

 

The book deal... 

Three years and 46,000 miles later, Slocum 

returned to Newport, Rhode Island on 27 June 

1898. Unfortunately, the Spanish-American War 

had begun two months earlier and this was the 

major topic in the newspapers. It was only after 

hostilities eventually ended that his adventure 

was reported. 

Sailing Alone Around the World first 

appeared in a serial form, before being published 

in full and it is now seen as a classic travel book. 

At the turn of the 20th century, steamboats were 

replacing sail and the solo circumnavigation was 

seen as harking back to a great age of adventure. 

Perhaps many of us have read the “Swallows and 

Amazons” books in our childhoods. The robust 

opinion of their author, Arthur Ransome, was 

apparently that “boys who do not like this book 

ought to be drowned at once.” 

Publication of his book brought Joshua 

Slocum international fame and wealth and he 

purchased a farm on Martha's Vineyard, 

Massachusetts. Despite this, he preferred life at 

sea and often spent the winters aboard the Spray 

in the Caribbean. 

 

...and beyond 

By 1909, his income from the sales of his book 

was tailing off and at the age of 65 Slocum was 

preparing to sell the farm and embark on a new 

adventure in South America which he hoped 

would result in another lucrative book deal. Fate 

– perhaps in the form of a collision with a whale 

or another vessel or a storm – intervened and he 

disappeared without trace. Slocum had 

apparently never learned to swim and considered 

the skill to be useless. 

Perhaps to say that he had disappeared 

without trace is too strong. Joshua Slocum has 

had ships, boats, a river and even a plant named 

after him and yachts based on the design of 

Spray can still be found. His book, Sailing Alone 

Around the World is still in print. 
 

Richard Curtis. 

 

Congratulations to Helen Ducane whose name was the  

first drawn out of the box and is the  

lucky winner of the competition in the previous issue of Ebb & Flow.  

Helen wins a Navionics Chartplotter app for an iPad or iPhone. 

Competition Winner 
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PLSA Report — June 2014 

Brian Tansom summarises the 
conclusions of a recent meeting of 
the Langstone Harbour Board 
Advisory Committee. 
 

M 
eetings of PLSA and Langstone 

Harbour Board Advisory Committee 

have fallen out of sync with Ebb & 

Flow deadlines, so this is a brief and hasty note 

from the meeting of the latter committee held on 

Thursday, 12 June. It is most encouraging to 

report that the change of administration in 

Portsmouth is expected to bring a more 

constructive approach to the management of our 

harbour. The consultants who produced such 

controversial reports for the management of 

Langstone Harbour, which had little support 

apart from the small group of Portsmouth 

councillors who exploited their powers of veto, 

will no longer be commissioned to draw up an 

implementation plan to drive forward the policy 

review. Now, a cooperative spirit between the 

two local authorities is likely to emerge. 

On the question of the extension of Kendall’s 

Wharf, a meeting of the Marine Management 

Organisation was held on 1 May to investigate 

issues relating to the mitigation of lost habitat 

due to the proposal. Tudor SC was not invited, 

but the harbour manager’s report to the Advisory 

  

Committee notes that the consultants acting on 

behalf of Kendalls are presently “considering 

whether moorings north of Kendalls Wharf could 

feasibly be reconfigured to provide mitigation for 

the project”. I challenged this at the Advisory 

Committee meeting and the Harbour Manager 

stated that there would be contact with Tudor as 

there has been over the years that the wharf 

extension has been on the table. 

 

Brian Tansom,  

PLSA Rep. 
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The Cambrian Wreck Buoy 

Andy Goodyear explains how the 
Cambrian Wreck buoy was found 
on Farlington Marshes. 
 

 

E 
arlier this year, many club members may 

have seen the sight pictured (but perhaps 

without the person attached. Ed.). Most 

would have seen this from the shore; it is the 

“Cambrian Wreck” buoy which was blown 

several miles from its normal position in the 

eastern Solent to the sea wall at Farlington 

Marshes due to stormy weather at the beginning 

of February this year. 

As to why the Cambrian Wreck buoy is there 

(in the Solent, not on Farlington Marshes I 

hasten to add), the vessel – Cambrian Princess – 

was a British fully-rigged iron sailing ship built 

in 1877 which sunk due to a collision with the 

channel steamship Alma in fog in the spring of 

1902. The Alma struck the Cambrian Princess on 

the port quarter, ripping her side wide open. The 

ship heeled over and sank in four minutes and  

11 of the crew were drowned. 

Looking at the photo you can appreciate the 

size of these buoys, the amount that is below the 

water line and above and also the size of the 

chains to hold them (usually) on station – the 

link chains are 2 inches in diameter. 

 

Andy Goodyear. 

A 
s Andy explained, the collision between 

these two ships took place in the early 

hours of 1 April 1902. A formal enquiry 

into the collision was held in Liverpool – the 

home port of the lost ship – in May 1902.  

The Cambrian Princess had left Peru in 

November 1901 and was sailing up the English 

Channel, bound for Antwerp. It was carrying a 

cargo of guano – “bird droppings” to you and me 

– which was commonly used as fertilizer before 

its industrial manufacture. An iron built sailing 

ship 224 feet long and 1,394 tons, it was moving 

at about three and a half knots. The Alma was a 

steel built steamship, 270 feet and 1,145 tons. It 

had left Southampton just after midnight and 

was carrying passengers to Le Havre. 

In the channel, the log of the Princess 

reported that the weather was “thick” and the 

lights and fog signals of other ships had been 

seen and heard. The ship was showing lights, 

but about 2.15am the second officer saw a bright 

light just abaft the port beam. Despite the helm 

being put to port to ease the impact, the Alma, 

which was approaching at about 17 knots, struck 

the Cambrian Princess almost at right angles on 

the port side and about 15 feet from the stern. 

The Princess foundered in about three to four 

minutes. Eight of the men including the master 

managed to climb aboard the Alma while the 

ships were locked together and another three 

were saved from the water, but the rest of the 

crew were lost. The Alma, badly damaged, 

returned to Southampton. 

The enquiry found that all requisite lights 

were lit on both ships, but the evidence as to 

weather conditions appeared to be contradictory 

– the Princess reporting foggy conditions while 

the log of the Alma said that, although overcast, 

it was fine and clear. However, the reports from 

the Nab lightship and St Catherine’s lighthouse 

were that these statements were consistent and 

it seemed that the collision had taken place 

where the weather conditions changed.  

Although proper lookouts were maintained  

by both ships, the enquiry found that the 

accident was caused by the second officer of the 

Alma having mistaken the character and 

direction of the light on the Cambrian Princess 

until it was too late to take evasive action. 

Although this was an error of judgment, the 

tribunal did not find him in default and his 

certificate was not rescinded. 


