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Dates for your diary: 

 Compound Clear Up — Saturday, 19th October 

 Cruiser Recovery — Saturday/Sunday, 26th/27th October  

 Cadets’ Get Together Evening — Wednesday, 30th October 

 Hallowe’en Party — Saturday, 2nd November 

 Nominations Meeting — Friday, 8th November 2013 (8.00pm)  

 Laying Up Supper and Photo Competition — Friday, 15th November 

 Christmas Party — Saturday, 14th December 

 Christmas Carols Evening — Friday, 20th December  
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Tudor Sailing Club — 2014 Committee Nominations 

 

NOMINEE PROPOSER SECONDER 

VICE-COMMODORE: 

  

    

HON. SECRETARY: 

  

    

ASSISTANT HON. SECRETARY: 

  

    

SAILING SECRETARY: 

  

    

SOCIAL SECRETARY: 

  

    

BOSUN: 

  

    

MAINTENANCE OFFICER: 

  

    

ASSISTANT BOSUNS (5)     

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

      

BOSUN'S SECRETARY: 

  

    

MAINTENANCE OFFICERS(4)     

1     

2     

3     

4     

SOCIAL COMMITTEE (6)     

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

SAILING COMMITTEE (7)     

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

WINE COMMITTEE (2)     

1     

2     
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S 
o what has happened so far this year? On 

the executive committee, we have a new 

social secretary, but still do not have a 

sailing secretary. However, the sailing 

committee have been doing a splendid job under 

Paul Lovejoy’s guidance. 

 

Annual general meeting 

For the next annual general meeting (AGM), we 

will be looking for a new vice commodore, 

because Derek Beaves has decided that he does 

not want to stand for another three years. I am 

pleased to say that he will be continuing in his 

role as a club trustee, so I will still have the 

benefit of his wit and expertise. George Thomson 

is not standing again after two years as bosun 

and Mark Tranter is resigning as our bar 

manager after seven years in the job. 

Please give some thought as to whether you 

could fill any of these committee posts; you really 

do get more out of the club the more you put in. 

 

It’s a gas 

You have probably noticed that we have a new gas 

tank which should both reduce our fuel bills and 

also stop us running out of gas at inconvenient 

times. We are now looking into the possibility of 

getting the club connected to mains drainage, 

which looks as though it may be very cost effective. 

 

Langstone Harbour 

You may be aware that the precept paid to 

Langstone Harbour Board by Portsmouth City 

Council and Havant Borough Council has been 

reduced by 50%. They wish to reduce it to zero 

next year.  

There has been a service review to look into how 

the harbour is managed and funded and there are 

still ongoing discussions about what will happen in 

the next few years and how this will affect us. 

Club members will be pleased to know that 

the service review does not propose to increase 

costs significantly for leisure users, but proposes 

savings and the restructuring of the board, 

together with marketing of the harbour and 

better visitor facilities (but not a new marina). It 

is all still very early days and I will let you know 

more when I have additional information. 

 

Taxing times 

VAT has been a contentious issue this year; the 

short version is that, thanks to Richard Curtis 

(the editor of this publication) and Steve Yoxon 

(our treasurer), we now have agreement that 

storage of boats and use of the hoist are exempt 

from VAT. Well done to Richard and Steve and 

also to Tim Stell who had this agreed a couple of 

years ago before the VAT inspector overturned it. 

 

Dangerous behaviour 

Sadly, I have to end on a more worrying note. We 

have had two incidents of deliberate damage to 

boats this year. In the first, a hole appears to 

have been drilled below the waterline of a cruiser 

while it was in the compound. In the second, the 

drain-plug and socket was removed from a 

tender in the compound. In both cases, it seems 

very likely that a club member was responsible, 

whether the same club member or two different 

ones is unknown.  

It goes without saying that such actions are 

totally unacceptable and that there will be 

serious consequences if the culprit or culprits are 

discovered. This must stop now, before someone 

is killed or injured. 

 

Richard Gunn, 

Commodore. 

Commodore’s Report 

NOTICE OF NOMINATION MEETING 

The Annual Nomination Meeting will be held at Tudor Sailing Club  

on FRIDAY, 8 NOVEMBER 2013 commencing at 20.00 hours. 

The meeting will receive: nominations for the election of club officers and committee members for  

the 2014 season; and resolutions for constitutional changes for inclusion on the agenda of the  

annual general meeting on SUNDAY, 12 JANUARY 2014 at 1400 hours. 

Maureen Clark, 

Hon Secretary – Tudor Sailing Club. 

Club commodore, Richard Gunn, 
tells us of several recent 
developments at Tudor Sailing Club. 
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A 
 lot has gone on this season behind the 

scenes that you may or may not be 

aware of. The bosuns have been kept 

busy in a number of ways: adapting to changes 

within the committee; the added workload of 

keeping our equipment functional; and 

managing the compound and moorings in 

conjunction with the club byelaws. 

The tractor that we use for the hoist has had a 

substantial amount spent on it to keep it running 

which begs the question of when we need to 

consider a replacement. We have had the tractor 

for seven years which, given the conditions it 

operates in, and with the ongoing support of the 

bosun’s engineers (past and present) is an 

achievement. A lot has been learnt about what the 

salt water environment does to certain parts, 

some more expensive than others. We will be 

providing a covered shelter for the tractor(s) to 

live in during the winter. There is obviously a cost 

involved to this, but if it prolongs the life of our 

plant then it will be money well-invested. Other 

minor defects with fuel leaks, throttle linkages, 

and batteries, as well as the constant water 

ingress to components, presents an uphill 

challenge for all involved. One thing that we did 

achieve, and which was forced on us with the 

clutch failure on the large tractor, was hooking up 

the hoist to the small tractor. This proved to be 

successful and it is great to know that we have a 

reserve option, if required. Big thanks to Chris 

and Andy Goodyear for enduring pretty awful 

conditions to achieve this. The hoist also presents 

its own problems. One of the rams is leaking 

hydraulic fluid. This is our next task, with not 

that much time before we start lifting boats again. 

 

Committee changes 

Richard Clarke is standing down as engineer 

which is a great loss, especially so soon after 

losing Andy Goodyear as well. This will leave a 

big gap to be filled and I would ask anyone with 

a good engineering background to consider 

putting themselves forward for this very 

important and satisfying role on the bosun’s 

committee. Thanks for all your effort Richard, I 

am sure that there will be plenty of hours’ 

maintenance for you and you will be able to 

enjoy some time sailing next season. 

The bi-annual inspection of the lifting slings 

finally resulted in the original set that we had 

purchased being condemned. Not bad 

considering the 1,120 (probably more when you 

count the double handling) boat lifts that have 

been done over the period.  

I previously mentioned some changes on the 

bosun’s committee. With Andy Goodyear 

standing down (sorely missed) we have created 

a new role on the committee, namely 

“quartermaster”. Bob Sobey has taken on this 

role, assisted by Dave Goldfinch (co-opted to 

assist). In short, the position entails keeping 

the asset register up to date, as well as 

planning any maintenance and operating 

procedures that relate to the equipment we use. 

Preventative maintenance rather than reactive 

is the way forward, I believe. This has proven to 

be a huge task, and I would like to thank Dave 

because we would have struggled without his 

willing support. 

 

Boat maintenance 

One of the most significant changes this year is 

that the bosuns have taken back, from the 

sailing committee, responsibility for the 

maintenance of the safety boats and outboards. 

This has created a huge increase to our work 

load. A lot of effort has been put in by both 

committees to ensure that boats are available 

to support the safety requirements for our 

dinghy sailing activities at club and cadet level. 

It is clearly evident that there is still room for 

improvement at either end of the spectrum – 

operator and maintainer. (This is starting to 

remind me of my navy days.) 

Bosun’s Report 

It has been a busy summer for  
the bosun’s committee, reports 
George Thomson. 
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Steve Jones also joined the committee as hoist 

manager, replacing Neil Goodyear (also sorely 

missed) who resigned due to his new career with 

the Royal Fleet Auxiliary service. Steve has quickly 

stepped into the role and will shortly have the 

recovery weekend to add to his list of events 

managed. Additional training for slinger/banksman 

took place early in the season bringing us close to 

industry standard in meeting the health and safety 

requirements for operating lifting equipment. 

Safety is the key to the success we have 

experienced over the previous recovery and launch 

weekends and we are always looking for ways to 

improve. New people always bring fresh ideas, and 

this is where we need to progress. 

 

Mooring management 

Leon Peak has been busy managing our moorings. 

This has not gone without its problems. There has 

been a substantial amount of improved allocations, 

some more difficult than others. Finding missing 

moorings is not an easy task and is made more 

difficult by previous owners not marking them with 

sufficient line and floats. A big thanks to Ian Smith 

who has spent a lot of time locating moorings that 

previously had been given up on. Also, a big thanks 

to Neil Goodyear for removing the sinkers located 

in the vicinity of trot 3 and 4 moorings.  

Langstone Harbour Board continues to 

monitor our moorings and keep Leon on his toes 

when boats that should not be on moorings 

appear. We are in the process of reducing the 

number of moorings we pay for from 105 to 95. 

This is long overdue and will result in significant 

savings to the club. Leon is standing down at the 

end of this season after many years on the 

bosun’s committee. A big thanks for his efforts 

and patience. It is not an easy job trying to 

ensure fair decisions are made to suit all, 

particularly given the huge amount of 

permutations involved with different boat 

configurations and mooring types (shallow, deep, 

muddy, flint bottom, east, west, front, trot, 

second row, neighbouring boats etc). His is not 

an easy task to follow, so to maintain continuity 

we have Steve Jones shadowing Leon with a 

view to being appointed as mooring bosun. 

 

Crammed compound 

The compound remains as crammed as ever. Linda 

Vacher is busy getting ready for the winter 

compound reorganisation that takes place on 

Saturday, 19 October. This is a great opportunity to 

turn up and meet new faces and to help in 

readiness for the cruiser lay-up. If you are a 

“summer space dinghy” please ensure that you 

touch base with Linda and remove your dinghy 

before the compound reorganisation, because 

overstay fees apply thereafter. As always, Linda 

will spend a lot of time trying to arrange winter 

placements to satisfy the regular Frostbite and 

Icicle-hardened sailors. Please respect the positions 

allocated and do not move away from your spot 

without first consulting the compound bosun. 

 

All the news 

Last, but not least, we must not forget Richard 

Callas, the bosun’s secretary. Publishing the 

minutes and posting them in the club and on the 

website, together with all the attached reports 

from the different committee members, requires 

a lot of time and effort. More often than not, it is 

Richard who pushes us all to have reports out in 

time prior to our monthly meetings and reminds 

us of actions outstanding. Sadly, Richard is also 

standing down at the end of the season and his 

input will most certainly be missed. 

As you can gather (if you have read this far) 

there will be new positions vacant for the next 

term, namely engineer, hoist manager and 

bosun’s secretary. I am also standing down as 

bosun due to work and family commitments. 

Having spent the last eight years on the 

committee as mooring bosun, hoist manager and, 

more recently, bosun, I consider my time is up. I 

will, however, remain committed to having an 

active involvement in both the recovery and 

launch weekends. 

 

George Thomson, 

Bosun. 

Bosun’s Report 
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Junior Regatta 

S 
aturday, 7 September saw Tudor Sailing 

Club stage its 2013 junior regatta. The 

weather forecast for the day had been 

fluctuating all week between heavy rain and 

high winds or light drizzle and softer winds, so 

we were all a little on tenterhooks.  

On the day, the rain largely held off for us  

although the wind built steadily through the 

early afternoon. 

 

Racing starts 

After waiting for enough water for the committee 

boat to get off its mooring and for the eight Locks 

Sailing Club cadets to sail up the harbour, the 

racing got under way around midday.  

There were fleets with separate starts: a  

14-strong Topper fleet, a small radial fleet and a 

handicap fleet.  

The boats had left the slip in a gentle 

southerly force three to four, but soon into the 

first race the wind built to a force four to five and 

swung around to the south-west. This 

overpowered many of the lighter sailors and the 

five patrol boats were kept very busy.  

I was really proud of our sailors, some of 

whom, at only eight years old, were sailing in 

their first race. Nevertheless, they persevered 

through multiple capsizes to fight their way 

around the course.  

In the end, 10 of the fleet of 14 Toppers 

finished the first race which was won by Ellen 

Flewitt from Locks who just pipped our own  

Tom Harris to the line with Amy Perryman  

coming in third.  

In the handicap fleet, Guy Rivington took the 

line for Tudor in his full-rig Laser followed by  

the Locks’ boats of Kara Perryman and Molly 

McMaster in their Feva and Harvey Jarman in 

his Byte. 

It seems that our more mature 
dinghy sailors had better watch 
out. This year’s junior regatta 
proved that our younger members 
are a force to be reckoned with, 
says Rob Nicholson. 
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Junior Regatta 

The radial race was won by Tudor’s James 

Cameron with Eliza-Mae Hylands in second and 

Harry Burn from Locks in third place. 

 

Dredger and drag 

Meanwhile, a much delayed Oppie drag race got 

under way, after waiting for the dredger. Seven 

of our youngest sailors negotiated a course from 

a standing start on the slipway, out around a 

mark on the other side of the channel, and back 

to the slipway.  

The race got under way with all the boats 

making it across the channel to the mark. 

Unfortunately, by this time the wind had swung 

around to the west and built to a four/five, 

causing our young sailors to struggle to beat 

back to the slipway in what had become 

challenging conditions for Oppies. Callam 

Robbins was first back to the slip followed by 

Caleb Adams, Jak Holley and Joe Francis.  

All of the kids acquitted themselves very well, 

particularly considering that they have all only 

recently started sailing. I think they were all 

proud of the fact that they had struggled against 

the conditions; they certainly deserved to be. 

 

Topping up 

As the wind continued to build, the second 

Topper race saw a reduced fleet of nine fight it 

out with line honours again being taken by Ellen 

Flewitt. In second place was Lizzy Hand from 

Tudor, beating Tom Harris into third. This was a 

stunning result from Lizzy in only her second 

ever race having not sailed the cadet series this 

year. Roll on next year’s cadet series. 

The second handicap race was once again won 

by Guy with Kara and Molly in second and 

Nathan and William Barnes from Locks taking 

third in their Feva. 

Unfortunately, by the third race the topper 

fleet had dwindled to just four boats as a result 

of exhaustion and several equipment failures. It 

was won again by Ellen, giving her a clean sweep 

with Amy in second and Stewart Jack from 

Tudor in third place.  

In the increased winds, Guy Rivington was 

struggling with his full-rig Laser, a boat 

designed for a much heavier sailor and was 

beaten into second place in the handicap by Kara 

and Molly with Nathan and William in third. 

The third radial race provided some 

excitement with Eliza-Mae taking first place 

from James whom she has been chasing 

throughout the cadet series. This augurs well for 

some tight racing next year in the cadet series. 

 

Cake and ducks 

Away from the racing, the afternoon continued 

ashore with a barbeque and cake provided by the 

social committee and duck hunting in kayaks for 

those who were no longer racing. Many thanks 

again to the army of people who worked hard to 

make the event successful, enjoyable and safe. 

 

Rob Nicholson, 

Cadet Captain. 
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T 
he club compound reorganisation will take 

place on 19 October 2013, in readiness for 

the cruiser lift-out. Last year, we spent a 

lot of time trying to identify boats in the 

compound that were without any identification, 

and this is simply a waste of our valuable time. 

Please check that your boat and trolley are 

clearly marked in an accessible place with your 

surname. Do not assume that the label you put 

on last year is still there and readable, because I 

have seen some that are not. All boats in the 

compound must have a current plaque on and 

these are being checked off my list now. 

 

Please take note 

There are a couple of boats in the compound that 

need attention, either the cover is off, tangled or 

trailing, the trolley is in bad condition or the 

tyres are flat. We may need to move your boat on 

19 October and the bye-laws state that all boats/

trolleys must be in good condition. Boats must not 

be locked up to render them immovable and your 

compound space needs to be kept clear of weeds. 

If you intend to sail your boat through the 

winter then I will need to know.  

If you have only paid for a “summer” space 

then your boat will need to be removed from the 

compound shortly. Please let me know when you 

have done this so I can easily mark this on my 

list. Thank you. If you plan to get to the 

compound re-organisation please bring gloves 

and anything else you think might be of use on 

the day; for example, gardening equipment. 

If there are any dinghy sailors that would like 

to help on the recovery weekend then please let 

me know – on the whole, the dinghy sailors tend 

to be younger and we do need some fit young 

men in wet or dry suits. Thankfully, the water is 

still quite warm at the moment. 

 

Linda Vacher, 

Compound Bosun. 

Compound Bosun’s Report 

The following amendments to Tudor Sailing Club 

bye-laws were approved by the executive 

committee during July 2013.  

Please add these amendments to your copy  

of the bye-laws.  

The updated versions of the constitution and 

bye-laws can be viewed on the Tudor Sailing Club 

website (www.tudorsailing.org.uk).  

 

4. New Members 

Add the following: 

(g) For individual members joining before the year 

in which their 26th birthday falls and for family 

members joining before the year in which the 26th 

birthday of the younger partner of the couple falls, 

the club entrance/joining fee will be waived. 

6. Club Fees and Subscriptions 

Replace the current paragraph “c”  with:  

(c) For individual members joining or renewing 

before the year in which their 26th birthday falls 

and for Family members joining or renewing before 

the year in which the 26th birthday of the younger 

partner of the couple falls, the club membership 

subscription will be reduced by 65%.   Note that  

the full amount of club duty is still required to be 

undertaken by such members.  New membership 

applications completed between 1st July and  

31st December may be charged reduced rates as 

determined by the Executive Committee. 

 

Maureen Clark, 

Hon Secretary. 

Tudor Sailing Club – Amendments to bye-laws 

Please do not compound the  
problems in the compound; it’s that 
time of the year to tidy up your 
space, requests Linda Vacher. 



Ebb and Flow                 October 2013 Page 9 

 

Social Secretary’s Report 

F 
irst, I would like to thank everyone on the 

social committee as well as those who 

volunteer their time at the club for galley 

duties, helping with cadets, organising events and 

also those members who attend the functions we 

organise. A lot of work goes in to each event and it 

makes it much more worthwhile if there are a high 

number of attendees. 

So, since the hectic June we had at the club, it 

has been a fairly quiet summer for the social 

committee with a couple of notable exceptions… 

 

The junior regatta 

The junior regatta was a great success with much 

fun had by all, parents and cadets included. The 

gas BBQ had another outing and I must pay 

homage to Derek Beaves who flamenco’d his way 

around the sausages with what can only be 

described as … who am I kidding, it was truly 

indescribable. There were so many helpers that day 

who all helped to make it great fun. Thanks to all. 

  

The Dolphins and Denise 

Early September saw (and heard!) The Fabulous 

Dolphins playing live at the club and they were, 

as the name suggests, fabulous. 

There was a medium-sized turn out for the 

evening, but hopefully next year if we organise a 

similar evening we can increase the numbers. 

On another “note”, Denise and the Tudor Jazz 

Band played at the club in July and, although I 

couldn’t attend, many people have commented on 

just how enjoyable the evening was so I will 

definitely be asking for a return visit. 

End of season party 

The cadets’ end of season party was, as usual,  

quite manic, especially with the cadet boys 

demonstrating their Wii “Just Dance” moves all 

evening. But what a turn out; I haven’t seen the 

club as busy as that for quite some time and it was 

fantastic. The enormous spread of food provided by 

parents was quickly demolished by the cadets. 

  

So what’s coming up next? 

As last year, we will keep the cadets and parents 

in touch with each other over the winter months 

by holding a “get together” evening on the last 

Wednesday of every month (excluding December) 

until the new season starts. 

Other forthcoming events are as follows: 

  

 Wednesday, 16 October 2013 sees Paul White 

and Paul Darlow providing a talk on 

hypothermia and first aid. 

 Weekend, 26 to 27 October 2013 sees the 

cruiser lift out so, as usual, the galley will be 

open for the helpers. 

 Saturday, 2 November 2013. Spookily, again 

this year, there’s another Hallowe’en party on  

2 November. It’s not just for cadets you know, 

everyone is welcome. 

 Saturday, 14 December 2013. The Christmas 

party is on — details to be announced. 

 Friday, 20 December 2013. Christmas carols 

and then its Christmas. 

 

 If anyone has any suggestions as to events they 

might like at the club, or if anyone knows of an 

interesting evening speaker, please let me know. 

  

Steve Francis, 

TSC Social Secretary. 

Email: socialsec@tudorsailing.org.uk 

The social committee may be 
small, but it’s perfectly formed and 
working well, says Steve Francis. 

Ebb & Flow 

H 
i, here’s a little space in the magazine 

with nothing to fill it? Oh no it’s not, I 

hear you say, there’s some text in it that 

you have written. Well that’s true, but if I  

hadn’t, there wouldn’t. It would have been blank.  

So please have a think about how you could 

help to fill Ebb & Flow. Contributions from 

members – anything sailing related – are always 

welcome. This issue has some interesting reports 

from committee members, some reminders of the 

compound clean-up and cruiser recovery, as well 

as notes on summer sailing adventures and even 

a sailing ghost story for approaching Hallowe’en. 

Could you write something? Short or long, 

why not have a go? Also, what would you like to 

see in the magazine? Have a think. Please send 

your contributions, ideas and suggestions to the 

editor at: ebbnflow@tudorsailing.org.uk. 
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I 
 am very pleased to say that we have only 

missed three weekends sailing throughout 

this fantastic summer. Mostly, we have just 

sailed to the Isle of Wight for a “chilled out” 

weekend away from the hustle of Portsmouth, 

life and work. Our granddaughter, Ella, loves to 

come with us and I am delighted she likes sailing 

as much as I do. One of her favourite activities is 

to swing on our bosun’s chair. This started when 

the boat was aground, usually in Ryde, but she 

now bounces up and down the side of Grace from 

Ryde to Langstone when we are under the genoa 

only – which is easy with our predominant south-

westerly winds. Although not as keen as Ella, 

our grandson Ethan also enjoys this pastime. 

We took Ella and Ethan to the Cowes’ 

fireworks again, which this year came with the 

added bonus of seeing the Red Arrows. However, 

I was rather shocked at the £40 bill from East 

Cowes for one night. 

A couple of times we have popped out to the 

Solent, anchored, and swum off the boat. Steve 

and his two delightful children, Dannie and Joe, 

came with us one day and with a couple of long 

warps out to stern we had a fabulous time 

jumping off and swimming round to pick up the 

lines. We were visited by Graham and Helen in 

their kayaks; amazingly, they had recognised us 

from the beach. 

 

The Poole holiday 

We sailed to Poole this year for a 10-day holiday, 

motoring up the river Frome to Wareham quay 

for a couple of the nights. They have a “Wareham 

Wednesday” throughout the summer with all 

sorts of entertainment including live music and I 

took part in the “wheelie bin challenge”. This, 

basically, involves standing in a wheelie bin (half 

full of water) with a large tyre round the top 

which was supposed to stop it tipping over. The 

bin is then launched into the river and, at a 

given signal, people on the bridge threw lots of 

ducks into the water and we had to collect as 

many as we could. We were each given a paddle, 

but as you can imagine the bin is not too easy to 

manoeuvre. Regrettably, I didn’t win; but it was 

great fun and night had fallen by the time we 

had all finished. 

 

Isle of Wight way 

We have also visited Wootton Creek and the 

Royal Victoria Yacht Club (RVYC) a few times 

this year – the access is a little better than Ryde 

– the only downside is that it can be a somewhat  

bumpy and noisy because the ferry is nearby and 

operates very regularly. The people at the RVYC 

are very friendly and the food is lovely. I know 

Moira prides herself on being able to cook a  

meal on board Cinnabar, but this is not high on 

my “to do” list. 

We sailed over recently to hear the “Guith 

Shanty Men” who were singing at the RVYC. We 

also heard the “Crew” singing sea shanties in 

Fishbourne one evening; some of the songs were 

a little risqué, but real “sing-along” ones.  

There are so many lovely walks over on the 

island and, as some of you know, I managed to 

twist my ankle on the cliff top between Compton 

to Freshwater – emerging from Newport hospital 

after four hours with a plaster and crutches. The 

only upside was that I was able to helm all the 

way back while Kev ran around doing everything 

else. Oh yes, getting off of Grace at Hayling 

Ferry in a strong easterly wind with a plaster on 

my leg was not at all easy. Mark Brain suggested 

I should have gone round to Southsea Marina – 

now why didn’t I think of that? I’d have to 

answer that I like a challenge. 

 

Up the creek 

We had a very pleasant weekend in Newtown 

Creek with our Seal/Parker friends and it is 

usual for the “host” boat to invite everyone for 

drinks. We generally do this on the quayside/

Cruisers — Our Season 

Did you spend some time cruising 
around this year? Linda Vacher  
describes her family’s summer 
sailing adventures on Grace. 
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pontoon or on a beach 

but we all (about 20 of 

us) clambered onto the 

commodore’s boat for 

drinks then took small 

boats across to the 

beach for a barbecue, 

they are such a 

friendly bunch of 

people.  

We’ve only been out 

in our Kestrel dinghy 

a couple of times this 

year and we were 

disappointed to miss 

the Priory Bay cruise 

– we were all prepared 

to lead this, but the 

weather had some 

other ideas. 

 

End of season 

I’m just planning our 

last weekends and hopefully we will be 

accompanied by Shaun and Jack in their new 

boat when we make our way to Ryde. It is a great 

place for the kids. 

Finally, I went along to the cadets’ end of 

season get-together. What a great bunch of 

children. I remember Mark with Danielle on a 

lead when she was just about able to walk, now 

she is looking to move up from a Topper to a 

Laser. It’s wonderful to see them all on and – a 

lot of the time – in the water, simply having fun. 

I congratulated Rob on leading the cadet section, 

but he was very quick to say that it was a team 

effort with all the parents being very much 

involved. Certainly the spread of food, which 

everyone had contributed to, looked (and tasted) 

very good. A few of the children were dancing to 

the Wii – it looked like fun and good exercise – 

but perhaps it’s something I would only try in 

the privacy of my own home. 

 

Linda Vacher. 

Cruisers — Our Season 

View from cliff walk between Compton  

and Freshwater, Isle of Wight. 

Grace sailing through the  
Binness channel. 
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Cadet Season — 2013 

M 
embers who have not ventured down 

to the club on a Wednesday evening 

during the summer may well be 

unaware of our club’s thriving cadet sailors. The 

Tudor cadet section caters for young sailors of 

all abilities between the ages of 8 and 18. 

During 2013, we had fifty children who sailed on 

at least one evening and we regularly had over 

30 children on the water. The less experienced 

and lighter/younger children tend to use Optimists 

which we are fortunate to be able to borrow from 

the Portsmouth Scouts. The older and more 

experienced children then move onto their own 

Toppers and Lasers with just a few other classes. 

On evenings where we have a fair amount of 

water, we tend to concentrate on tuition and 

practice, whereas on evenings where there is a 

low tide the kids like to sail down to Sword 

Sands and play in the shallow water there 

before sailing back to the club before sunset. 

They all get along so well together splashing 

about in the water and jumping from boat to 

boat. Due to the large numbers involved, we 

almost always take three patrol boats out on the 

water (four when racing) and this year many of 

the parents have accompanied us down harbour 

in kayaks to join in the fun and sometimes help 

with coaching. 

 

The race series 

The cadet race series is run alongside cadets on 

selected Wednesday evenings through the year. 

We emphasise that the racing is for all skill 

levels and this year 10 of our cadets raced in at 

least one of the races. It’s great to see the 

younger sailors getting up the confidence to race 

and I hope that we can build the numbers 

further next year. At the end of the series, Tom 

Harris was in first place in his Topper, followed 

by Eliza-Mae Hylands in her Radial and 

Daniella Brain in her Topper. Several of the 

cadets have been transferring their abilities to 

the adult races this year so watch out dinghy 

racers, you’d better hone your skills – the 

youngsters are closing on you fast. 

This year we seem to have a bumper group of 

new recruits and we had several nights where 

almost all the Optimists were on the water with 

one or two cadets in each. As readers will know, 

we are not an RYA training establishment, but 

we are fortunate that we have several RYA-

qualified sailing instructors among the members 

who can pitch in to give the kids some tuition. 

Indeed, several of the older cadets are qualified 

instructors themselves and it’s lovely to see 

them passing on their skills to the younger ones. 

Next year, our 2013 new recruits will be old 

hands and I know they’ll be as eager to help and 

encourage the next batch of sailors as the older 

kids were this year. On that subject, I already 

know of two members who are eight over the 

winter and are keen to start as cadets next year. 

I’m sure there are others, so please get in touch. 

Perhaps parents could bring them down to one 

of the cadet socials over the winter to get to 

know the other kids and let’s get them out on 

the water in the new year.  

 

Welcome to new members 

We have been privileged this year to welcome 

five (possibly six) new families who have joined 

– or who are in the process of joining Tudor – as 

a result of their children’s involvement in 

cadets. Many of the parents already have, or are 

planning to try, dinghies or cruisers themselves. 

As you bump into these folk doing their duties 

or around the club, please welcome them in and 

help them to understand and get involved in the 

other things our club does outside of cadets. 

Similarly, if you have non-member friends with 

children who you would like to introduce to the 

club, bringing them along to try cadets is a great 

way to get them hooked into the club. Once the 

kids try sailing it seems that their enthusiasm 

ensures that their parents join the club shortly 

afterwards. 

Rob Nicholson explains what the 
Tudor cadet section has been up 
to this year. 



Ebb and Flow                 October 2013 Page 13 

 

Cadet Season — 2013 

Trepidation and teamwork 

I took on the role of cadet captain at the 

beginning of the year with some trepidation. I 

was aware of the super job done by the previous 

cadet coordinators and was anxious to meet their 

high standards. Getting 30 or more kids into  

20 or more boats that must be rigged, launched, 

rescued and recovered safely is a daunting task.  

I need not have worried. The excellent teamwork 

and can-do spirit by the small army of folks who 

help has swept me along.  

For me, cadets’ nights show Tudor Sailing 

Club at its finest. We often have more than 20 

members pulling together to keep the kids safe 

and make sure they have a great time on the 

water. I am truly grateful to everyone who helps 

with cadets, whether it’s manning the four patrol 

boats we have on race nights, coordinating the 

slip, launching and recovering boats, teaching, 

rigging Oppies, cooking sausages or manning the 

bar. However, the biggest vote of thanks must go 

to the cadets themselves. So many people have 

mentioned to me that they have never met a 

nicer, more considerate, friendly and inclusive 

bunch of people. As a group of children with 

varying ages, going to many different schools, it’s 

wonderful to see how well they get along, looking 

out for each other, helping and encouraging each 

other and welcoming new recruits into the fold. 

They are a special bunch and should all be very 

proud of themselves. 

 

Rob Nicholson 

Cadet Captain 2013. 

Tudor Jazz 

A 
fter their inaugural appearance on home 

turf, the Tudor Jazz Band recently took 

to the road. On 5 October, they appeared 

at Eastney Cruising Association. A storming and 

tuneful performance was well received and the 

set list included some famous standards, 

featuring Tudor’s very own Denise Moore on 

vocals, interspersed with a few instrumentals.  

The band’s next date is at the “White Horse” 

pub in Wallington on 2 November 2013 and 

Denise would love to see any Tudor club “cool 

cats” there. 

More appearances by the band will no doubt 

be forthcoming in the near future. 



Ebb and Flow                 October 2013 Page 14 

 

Y 
es, it’s that time already. Start thinking 

now about planning the weekend for the 

recovery of your boat. As a reminder, I 

have listed below a simple checklist. 

 

 2000hrs on Wednesday, 23 October 2013, 

attend safety brief in the clubhouse. 

 0700hrs on Saturday, 26 October and Sunday, 

27 October 2013, start cruiser recovery. 

 Bring a radio if not fitted on board. Monitor 

VHF # M1/37. 

 Rig lines fore and aft to assist the “water 

babies” handling your boat. 

 Make a trip out prior to the recovery and check 

your battery/engine. 

 Wear lifejackets (the water taxi will not carry 

you without one). 

 Keep your diary clear for both days. 

 Ensure that any blocks/cradling devices are in 

place in the compound north entrance prior to 

the weekend. 

 Check that your tender is not full of water and 

can be moved easily. 

 Inform the bosun of any specific requirements 

you may have for a position in the compound 

(not a free for all – this is for things like engine 

removal and mast maintenance). 

 If you recover prior to the weekend, please 

leave your mooring usable until after the 

recovery weekend. This assists with moving 

boats from second row to work the tides. 

 If you are a second/third row mooring – make 

ready to move to a vacant front row mooring.  

If unsure, contact me and I will advise. 

Help wanted 

As always, we are looking for volunteers over the 

weekend to fill various roles. We are always keen 

to welcome new faces to the team of regulars. 

There are a number of positions, some that 

require training, and others that do not. If you 

think you would like to join the team as a “water 

baby” (a banksman in the water), road marshall, 

compound party (no, not what you’re thinking), 

galley crew, or simply offering your time to help 

crew the boats coming ashore, then please 

contact either Steve Jones or Linda Vacher.  

This is an ideal opportunity for new members 

to the club to get down and see what Tudor is all 

about – self help. 

I hope to see more faces in the clubhouse for 

the cruiser recovery safety brief at 2000hrs on 

Wednesday, 23 October 2013. 

 

George Thomson, 

Bosun. 

 

Contacts: 

George Thomson:  george@syksolutions.com 

Linda Vacher:        linda_vacher@yahoo.com 

Steve Jones:           stevew.jones@tiscali.co.uk 

Cruiser Recovery Weekend 

Everybody out! That’s another 
summer over and George 
Thomson reminds us that cruiser 
recovery time approaches. 
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Dinghy Sailing — Round Hayling Cruise 

E 
ver since we became Tudor members, it 

has been our ambition to take part in the 

“Round Hayling Cruise”. Unfortunately, 

events always seemed to conspire against us. 

One year, one of us had a broken bone and 

couldn’t sail, so we watched the fleet coming 

under the Langstone road bridge. Another year, 

the weather deteriorated and we watched the 

fleet sail as far as Sinah Sands and then return 

to the clubhouse. So this year, with a force three 

forecast we decided that our chance had arrived. 

We sail an old Heron dinghy and usually just 

potter about the harbour. We knew we’d be the 

slowest boat on the cruise (our Portsmouth 

yardstick is 1345), but were reassured by the 

thought that there would be lots of meeting 

points along the way.  

We all gathered at Sword Point before 

heading out through the channel. So far, so  

good; but we soon found ourselves struggling  

at the back of the fleet and were given a tow to 

the end of the East Winner by the dory crew 

(thanks guys) and enjoyed a lovely sail along 

Hayling Island seafront, remembering Phil’s 

detailed instructions to keep Hayling Island on 

our left. 

As we approached Chichester Bar, the wind 

increased and a big swell greeted us over the 

West Pole Sands. At that moment, we 

remembered reading that the approach over the 

bar is not for the faint hearted. The next second, 

we were over – although we have made a note to 

use a kicking strap next time.  

We found that knowing the drill for righting a 

dinghy, and actually doing it in a swell, are two 

entirely different things. The dory crew 

performed a heroic rescue (thanks again guys) 

jumping in to right our boat and sailing it to our 

lunch beach. Everyone was very kind and lent us 

their jackets to keep warm, and made sure we 

had enough dry lunch left. After a look at 

Hayling Sailing Club’s premises we were on our 

way again. A quick gybe and we enjoyed a gentle 

sail up towards Emsworth and arrived at the 

Langstone Bridge, and walked the boats under. 

Phil suggested that the dory give us a tow back 

to the club and we were glad to accept, because 

we would probably have got back well after dark 

(er, thanks again guys). 

We’re glad we took the “Round Hayling” 

challenge and thank Phil and the patrol boat 

crews for looking after us so well. We’ve just got 

to get ourselves some new sailing hats now – we 

last saw ours floating off in the direction of 

Eastoke Point. 

 

Wendy and Jim Burchell. 

There is a first time for everything, 
say Wendy and Jim Burchell, as 
they took part in the annual 
“Round Hayling Cruise”. 

W 
e are always on the lookout for help to 

cover galley and bar duties and these 

facilities can only be provided by 

members volunteering. The current number of 

(much appreciated) volunteers is just not 

sufficient to cover all the intended opening hours. 

We really need new volunteers to be able to 

keep the galley and the bar open and these 

duties are a great way to get to know people and 

to keep in touch with events at the club. A big 

plus is that you can save yourself £255 every 

year by volunteering for just 15 hours of 

maintenance duties … that’s equivalent to a rate 

of pay of £17.00 per hour. 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact 

Steve Francis, TSC social secretary, by: 

 email at: socialsec@tudorsailing.org.uk; or 

 telephone: 07710 941241. 

Help the club and save yourself some money 
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Review – The Neilson “Phokaia” Beach Club 

F 
or several years now, in late October, we 

have been to Greece or Turkey for a beach/

activity holiday. For the first four years 

with Sunsail, once with Mark Warner, and more 

recently with Neilson. Sadly, Sunsail is now 

largely a spent force, having been the market 

leader and definitely having the edge as far as 

the keen sailor is concerned, but they still have 

one resort at Vounaki, on the Greek Ionian coast, 

which I gather has a loyal following among 

Tudor members. 

First, let’s compare the three operators. 

Sunsail and Neilson are culturally very similar 

in terms of clientele, accommodation, meal 

arrangements and social activity. Mark Warner 

is a little different – hard to define, but it feels 

more home counties middle class, and the 

emphasis is definitely on keen tennis amateurs, 

rather than on watersports. Neilson differs from 

Sunsail only in having slightly more emphasis on 

off-water activities and not quite such a 

comprehensive range of boats to choose from. 

Comparing Greece with Turkey, we were 

advised that the wind is stronger and more 

reliable in Turkey, and our own experience bears 

this out. I have to say also that we found the 

Turkish hotel and beach staff (there are strict 

limits on the proportion of non-Turks they can 

employ) friendlier and more engaging, and they 

are wonderful with kids. 

 

Phokaia beach resort 

Neilson’s Phokaia beach resort is near Eski Foça, 

an hour’s drive north of Izmir and overlooks the 

Greek island of Lesvos. The surrounding area is 

beautiful and, unlike much of the Turkish 

Aegean coast, largely undeveloped. 

On the water, the resort is on a bay which is 

almost completely surrounded by a necklace of 

peninsulas and small islands. The result is an 

area of sheltered water, which is open to the 

breeze, but the waves never get very big so 

windsurfing and even water-skiing is possible in 

almost any wind conditions. Another advantage 

is that the natural barriers to straying off allow 

the resort to manage a rather larger sailing area 

than you will find at some other resorts. A small 

fleet of Laser SB3 keelboats are permitted 

beyond the normal boundary into the wider Bay 

of Izmir. 

Neilson are, I think, unique in offering  

RYA courses at no extra charge, and of course 

they also have informal “clinics”. They have  

a programme of Laser racing every day and, 

naturally, a full-scale regatta at the end of  

the week. 

For warm autumnal sailing, our 
roving reporter Paul Megson  
recommends Turkey. 

Phokaia’s sailing area is inside the blue line. 

Resort boundary is the red line. 
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Review – The Neilson “Phokaia” Beach Club 

On and off the water 

Water skiing is also offered free, but is rationed 

to ensure that everyone gets a fair share, and 

finally there are plenty of kayaks, windsurfers 

and stand-up paddle boards. 

Off water, they have tennis although on 

nothing like the scale of Mark Warner, but the 

main land activity is mountain biking.  

Unfortunately, the very thing which makes 

Foça so scenic also severely limits the biking 

activity – the hinterland is a huge military 

exercise area and most of it is totally forbidden 

to enter. However, there are a couple of energetic 

road runs and several leisurely pootles around 

the town for sightseeing, a stop at a bar for 

refreshments, or for visiting the weekly market. 

 

Bed and board 

Accommodation is austere, but well-appointed 

and comfortable. Like Greece, Turkey has a 

rather quirky sewerage system requiring some 

slightly unusual toilet practices on which I think 

I have probably said quite enough already… 

Meals are not quite full-board – there is about 

one lunchtime and a couple of evenings when you 

have to make your own arrangements, but the 

town is packed solid with quayside restaurants. 

Turkish cuisine is very similar to Greek: rich and 

spicy but, fortunately, chips, beans, chicken 

nuggets etc are laid on for the kids.  

The restaurant is self-service and tables are 

set in long lines to encourage mixing with other 

guests – something which quickly comes 

naturally even to the shyest. 

The town 

The town of Eski Foça is a 30-minute walk or  

10 minutes on a bike which can be borrowed 

without charge provided you take a lock, wear a 

helmet and sign it out. It has the scruffy charm of 

some eastern Mediterranean towns, and is almost 

entirely free of foreign tourists (apart from Neilson) 

so feels much more natural. There isn’t much to 

buy, but the market is interesting, with the usual 

goods available at very reasonable prices. 

 

Cost?  

Well, if you must travel during school holiday it 

can be quite pricey. High summer is £1,200 to 

£1,400 per person per week (although discounts 

apply for children under 14). Autumn half-term 

is around £1,000, but prices can easily fall to half 

that at less popular times, and even lower if you 

keep a watch for bargains.  

As with most similar resorts, the last week in 

October marks the end of the season, but even 

though there is likely to be an off day or two at 

that time of year, a lot of sunshine, air 

temperatures in the mid-20s, and water 

temperatures of 21C to 22C can be expected. In 

high season, of course, it will be hot. 

For more information, Trip Advisor has user 

reviews of many Neilson and Mark Warner resorts, 

and there is a Wikipedia page for Eski Foça. 

 

Paul Megson. 

 

Further information  

Trip Advisor — Eski Foça 

 

Foca’s leisure yacht harbour. There is a smaller  

fishing harbour behind the headland in the background. 
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D 
anielle phoned her best friend. “It’s a 

great day for sailing,” she said. “Do you 

know, I actually think I was dreaming 

about sailing last night.” 

“OK, I’m up for it”, said Karen “what time?” 

“10 o’clock at the club. Bring a sandwich and a 

drink; we could make a day of it, if you like. And 

if the wind holds we could go out of the harbour.” 

Before long, the small boat was rigged and on 

its way down the harbour. The gentle westerly 

wind picked up and propelled it through the 

wavelets, the chomping noise and motion making 

it seem as though the boat was biting its way 

along. The two youngsters were experienced 

sailors – schooled by their parents since they 

were toddlers – and they sailed past familiar 

marks and channel buoys and tacked past the 

ferry that crossed the harbour mouth. 

“OK for going on out then Karen?” called 

Danielle. “It’s a turn to starboard and then dead 

ahead.” 

“Yes; go for it”, came the reply. 

 

II 

They were soon out into the open sea and 

keeping the beach in sight on their starboard 

side. In the distance, they could see Palmerston’s 

Follies, the pier and the Isle of White. Bearing 

down towards them was what looked like a patch 

of mist. It quickly engulfed them and as it did so 

the wind dropped completely, leaving them 

becalmed in a thick fog. They could see no 

further than a boat’s length in any direction. 

“I wasn’t expecting that”, said Danielle; “I 

guess I should’ve tried to go round it”. 

Karen rummaged about under the side seats. 

”Well, we’re here now, so we’ll just have to row 

out of it”, she replied, passing a paddle to 

Danielle. The pair had only been paddling for a 

few moments, when “Did you just hear someone 

calling?” asked Karen. 

“Yeah, over there”, said Danielle, pointing 

across the bow. 

Through the mist, a small sailing boat 

appeared, crewed by a boy of about twelve and 

an older girl. They were dressed in what looked 

like mock sailor outfits, something that you 

would see in a pantomime show. 

“Get a load of these two,” said Karen. 

“And how about that boat”, Danielle said, “it’s 

solid wood with copper rivets and varnished.” 

 “Excuse me, we are lost”, said the girl, “we 

don’t know where the beach is, can you help?” 

“I think so,” Danielle replied. “Have you got 

any paddles?” 

“I’m terribly sorry, but no,” the boy replied. 

The girls manoeuvred their boat to the bow of 

the timber boat and Karen took hold of the 

painter that was trailing along in the water, 

passing it to Danielle who tied it to the stern. 

They agreed that the beach must be to starboard 

because they had not changed direction since 

leaving the harbour. 

“We’ll have to use dead reckoning. We’ll try 

fifteen minutes in that direction, if we do not 

find shore in that time we’ll come about and go 

thirty minutes in the other”, said Danielle. “If 

that doesn’t work, I’ll call dad and he’ll come to 

get us in the rib.” 

Within a short time Karen shouted, “I can see 

shingle”. She jumped over the side and pulled 

the boat up onto the shore, while Danielle put 

her hand out to fend off the following boat. 

Despite her best efforts, she could not prevent 

the towed boat from bumping into the stern of 

theirs. There was a slight splintering sound as 

one of their cleats took a slice of wood out of the 

wooden gunwales. She felt guilty and hoped that 

no one else had heard or noticed. 

 

III 

The girls pulled the other boat onto the beach. 

“There you are”, said Danielle, “is everything  

OK now?” 

“Yes”, came the reply, “thank you very much, 

we really appreciate your help. I say, we do not 

live far from here, I will walk home and get pater 

to bring the staff down and collect the boat.” 

Karen and Danielle looked at each other; in 

unison they said: “Pater, staff, wooo,” 

The young man turned to Danielle and offered 

her his hand; she took it and as she did so he 

said; “My name is Peter and this is my sister 

Grace, we are very grateful for your help and 

would like to invite both of you to our house for 

tea and cake.” 

“Thanks, but we really do need to get home”, 

said Danielle. 

Peter replied: “Then please feel free to call 

upon us any time that you wish, we live at 

number 15, Helen Road. It’s quite nearby.” 

Dead ahead 

A timely reminder that Hallowe’en 
is approaching, from Bernie Clark. 
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Karen asked: “Can I take a picture of your 

boat? I’ve not seen anything like that before and 

my dad would love to see it.” 

Grace was standing nearby with a questioning 

look on her face. “How can you take a picture, 

you don’t have a camera?” 

“I’ll use my phone”, Karen replied, taking it 

from her pocket. 

Grace tipped her head to one side and 

frowned. “A phone and a camera? I have never 

seen a phone without wires or a camera that is 

so small”. 

“Where have you two been living?” Karen said, 

while motioning them to stand together beside 

the boat, before taking a quick photo. 

“Now we must go”, she said, “we’ve got a long 

paddle back to the sailing club.” 

“So must we; mater and pater will be 

worried”, called Peter, as he and Grace walked 

away up the beach, disappearing into the mist. 

Danielle and Karen slid their boat into deeper 

water, climbed aboard and paddled along the 

beach in the direction of the harbour. A short 

time later, the mist began to clear and a light 

breeze picked up. Looking back, they saw that 

the mist had completely gone and there was now 

no sign of the children or the small wooden boat. 

Karen said in a questioning tone. “They were 

a couple of strange kids.” 

“That’s for sure”, said Danielle, as she 

changed course slightly to catch the wind. 

 

IV 

A couple of weeks afterwards, the two girls found 

themselves riding their bikes along the seafront. 

As they passed the end of Helen Road, without 

hesitation, they turned into the street. 

Karen started counting. “Number nineteen, 

seventeen, fifteen, here it is. Shall we knock on 

the door?” 

Just then, a woman appeared from behind the 

hedge, removing her gardening gloves and 

putting down a pair of pruners. “Can I help?” 

“Do Peter and Grace live here?” said Karen. 

“Did you know Peter and Grace?” the lady 

asked. 

Karen said, “Well sort of, we met them once 

while they were out sailing.” 

“Out sailing; are you sure? Perhaps you’d 

better come in.” 

They took their bikes into the garden, leaned 

them carefully against the hedge and followed 

the lady inside. 

V 

Entering the living room, Danielle whispered to 

Karen: “She looks like she could be their mum.” 

“Would you like tea? I was just about to have 

a cup”, the lady said. 

“Yes please”, the two said together, “two 

sugars and milk.” 

“Sit yourselves down.” 

Minutes late, with tea and biscuits in front of 

them, the woman said: “How did you know my 

(she paused) Peter and Grace.” 

“We helped them out once with their boat”, 

Danielle replied. “Here, we have a photo on my 

phone”, Karen added, passing it across. 

As she looked at the picture, the colour 

drained from the woman’s face. 

“Where did you get this? They only look about 

twelve and fourteen, which would make this 

about nineteen-thirty’ish. I didn’t think there 

were any pictures of them from that long ago.” 

“Hold on”, Karen interrupted, “I took this just 

three weeks ago.” 

“I really don’t see how you could have. Let me 

explain, my name is Grace and I was named 

after my mother. I was an only child brought up 

by my mother after my father went missing in 

the war, and she and her brother Peter both 

continued to live in this house where they were 

brought up. My parents were the children of very 

well-to-do parents; they were inseparable and 

loved sailing, but of course they had to give that 

up as they became more elderly. I must admit 

that the family did have a small wooden boat, 

just like the one in your picture. In fact, it’s still 

out in the rear garden – come and have a look.” 

“That would be great”, said Danielle as they 

passed from the house into the garden, “I’d like 

to get a photo of it as well. I’ve been trying to 

remember the name on the boat – it was 

something like The Fantastic.” 

As she spoke, an age-worn boat, turned upside 

down, came into view through some long grass. 

Except for one or two dull patches, the varnish 

had long worn away and the copper nails were 

now covered in green verdigris. 

 

VI 

The three of them stopped in front of the small 

and now rather sad-looking craft. The woman 

took a deep breath. 

“I’m so sorry to have to tell you this”, she said, 

“but Peter and Grace died within weeks of each 

other, about a month or two ago at the good ages 

Dead ahead 
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of ninety four and ninety six. So you see, the 

photo really can’t possibly have been them. I 

must admit that it does look a little like them, 

but your picture is in colour. If you are really 

interested, they were buried side by side in the 

local cemetery – you can easily find the graves 

because both headstones have the inscription 

“vivimus quod somniavimus”. That’s what they 

wanted, but no one knows Latin nowadays” 

She paused. “The funny thing is, and even 

though they had not sailed for years, they often 

spoke and daydreamed about their adventures 

sailing out into the Solent. The wind and the 

waves and the mists had a fascination for them.” 

Karen nodded politely, but Danielle was no 

longer listening. Her head was at an odd angle 

as she strained to read the faded upside down 

lettering on the bow: The Phantasm. As she 

turned to go, she couldn’t help but notice that a 

sliver of wood had been gouged from the bow. 

Postscript 

A week or two later, Karen overheard her mum 

tell her dad that the local cemetery was having 

“an open day”. “How ghoulish”, she’d said, “who 

on earth would want to go to that?” But later 

that same afternoon the two friends cycled there, 

chained their bikes to the railings and went in. 

After reading various posters concerning the 

famous and interesting people who were buried 

there, and in response to their questions, an 

elderly couple directed them across to a patch of 

ground where recent burials had taken place. 

A few minutes later they found themselves 

standing before two newly polished headstones. 

Danielle knelt and traced names, inscriptions 

and long ago dates with her finger. “Do you 

know”, she said, “I feel that, somehow, we sailed 

into their last dream … What do you think?”  

 

Bernie Clark. 

Dead ahead 

L 
angstone Harbour business has been 

dominated by the Langstone Harbour 

Board service review report which was 

precipitated by the actions of Portsmouth City 

councillors on the board who succeeded, against 

the majority, in preventing the adoption of the 

budget for the 2013/14. Such an outcome was 

possible due to the power of veto incorporated in 

the statutory revision order which governs 

harbour management. Fisher Associates were 

chosen to conduct this review which has now 

been presented to the advisory committee and 

the harbour board. 

The recommendations considered achieving 

the desired elimination of the precept levied on 

Havant and Portsmouth Councils and sought by 

the latter. Options explored included increasing 

charges, increasing revenues by better revenue 

collection or increased activity in developing the 

marine leisure market. 

Consequences mooted include the impact upon 

staffing levels and varying the responsibilities of 

personnel. Also considered was a diminution in 

the role of the advisory committee. In connection 

with the marketing of the harbour to the leisure 

market, Yarmouth Harbour was held up as a 

benchmark for Langstone. The roles of 

development officer and environmental officer, it 

was suggested, could be combined. 

Obviously, there is ample scope for 

controversy in the recommendations. In 

particular, some of us (perhaps many?) will feel 

that the character of Langstone Harbour is 

under threat, while the combination of the roles 

of commerce and the environment make uneasy 

bedfellows. Furthermore, any weakening of the 

advisory committee’s influence is of great 

concern for PLSA clubs. 

The service review report will now be studied 

by the board and councils and any changes to the 

status quo will require a new revision order to 

replace the 1962 Act. This is a lengthy and costly 

exercise. Subject to agreement, I propose to make 

a copy of the service review report available for 

member study in the clubroom, please do not 

remove it from this location. 

 

Brian Tansom, 

TSC PLSA representative and  

vice-president PLSA East. 
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Paul Tansom provides the latest 
news from Langstone Harbour.   


