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Dates for your diary: 

 
Tudor Sailing Club Regatta — Saturday, 22nd and Sunday, 23rd June 

Around Hayling Cruise — Sunday, 30th June 

Ryde Cruise — Saturday, 6th July 

Stokes Bay Sail — Sunday, 7th July 

Chris Wadham Trophy — Sunday, 14th July 

Riley Trophy — Saturday, 20 July 

White Cliff Bay Day Sail  — Sunday, 28 July 
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Tudor Sailing Club Regatta—June 2013 
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A packed calendar means that the 
social committee and their helpers 
will have their work cut out this 
summer, reports Steve Francis. 
 

 

W 
ell what a busy time we‘ve all had, so 

here are some quick notes from a small 

social committee. 

What with the cruise launch, the Langstone 

Harbour race weekend, a quiz, the fun day, and 

the upcoming regatta weekend, the social 

committee and a large number of volunteers 

have been working very hard to make these 

events not only happen, but to run smoothly with 

a great deal of enjoyment had by all. 

This is my first six months as social secretary 

and I would like to acknowledge and thank 

everyone who has supported and helped me 

during this time. Without their help and 

knowledge these events would not have been as 

good as they have been. 

There are too many people to mention by name, 

but hopefully they all know who they are. 

So, to the race weekend. We had our work cut 

out for this one. There were four days of various 

catering requirements to organise and also the 

visiting Wanderer crews to impress.  

We certainly managed that, with the comment 

from them that ―the catering was magnificent‖. A 

totally unsolicited comment, I assure you all. 

Again, thanks to the team for giving a huge 

amount of time and effort over the weekend 

while I was swanning off to a Plymouth Festival. 

 

Fish and fun 

The quiz and fish and chips evening was great 

fun. These evenings are really enjoyable so if 

you haven‘t managed to get to one look out  

for the next one in September. It‘s nothing 

serious and you cannot do much worse than  

we did this time around. Thanks for the most 

difficult round so far of ―what city is this‖ on 

Google maps! 

      The fun day … 

well it was a bit 

windy to say the 

least. However, it 

was such an 

excellent day, with a 

number of guests, 

some of whom have 

expressed a desire to 

intend to join. They also said that they found 

Tudor to be a most welcoming and friendly club. 

Due to the windy weather, we had kayak 

activities in the morning, with the soon to be 

famous ―duck hunt‖ taking pride of place in the 

schedule. There was a small amount of sailing in 

―Oppies‖ and, in the afternoon, a rounders match 

and treasure hunt. 

The new barbeque had its second outing and 

it was definitely put through its paces. I think 

over 100 burgers and hotdogs were sold. 

My TD thanked everyone involved, but I think 

a special mention is due to Jane Francis, Helen 

DuCane, Veronica Hand and Jo Nicholson for 

keeping everyone fed on the day.  

Thanks also to Ron Nicholson and Hannah 

Barnes for teaming up with me to organise  

the event. 

 

Regatta 

The Tudor SC regatta is coming up soon, so I  

am off now to start organising the social side of 

this one. 

There is going to be a barbeque again and this 

year we have a live band [As opposed to a dead 

one? Ed.] starting at 6.00pm until 8.30pm. 

Appropriately enough, they are called ―The 

Dolphins‖ and are absolutely brilliant. I 

guarantee they are not to be missed. 

If anyone has any suggestions as to events 

they would like to see at the club in the future 

please let me know. You can email me at: 

socialsec@tudorsailing.org.uk. 

So I am signing off with my thanks again to 

all who have helped out this year and without 

whom the events just would not happen. 

 

Steve Francis, 

TSC Social Secretary. 

Social Secretary’s Report 
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Langstone Harbour Race Weekend - 24 to 27 May 2013 

Hannah and Richard Barnes 
provide an overview of the action 
out on the water at the Langstone 
Harbour Race Weekend. 
 

 

N 
ow in its fifth year, the 2013 Langstone 

Harbour race weekend was held over 

the late spring bank holiday (24 to 27 

May). The event, hosted by the three dinghy-

racing clubs in the harbour (Locks Sailing Club, 

Langstone Sailing Club and Tudor Sailing 

Club) had an extra special edge this year, 

hosting the Wanderer Class Owners 

Association National Championships – perhaps 

the first national championships sailed in 

Langstone harbour? Certainly the first 

nationals hosted at Tudor SC in recent history. 

All eyes were on the weather forecast in the 

run-up to the weekend, because the event has 

been plagued with a spate of wet, windy and 

challenging conditions in recent years. 

However, 2013 proved to be the event to break 

the mould, with nearly perfect sailing 

conditions and a special guest appearance by 

the big yellow round thing in the sky. 

 

Preparations 

Friday evening kicked off at Tudor Sailing 

Club, with a strong breeze and torrential rain 

creating concern, and the competitors were left 

hoping that the weather front would blow 

through before racing commenced on the 

following day. Frances Best and Claire Lewis 

soon put their minds at ease, welcoming sailors 

from far and wide at the registration desk. 

With 59 boats entered to sail in the event, they 

certainly had their work cut out, getting all the 

sailors signed in and presenting them with 

their race entry packs. A total of 16 sailing 

clubs were represented, with a few additional 

trailer sailors (ie no sailing club) thrown into 

the mix. Everyone enjoyed tucking into a curry 

at the clubhouse before the race briefing. 

 

Sunny Saturday 

As the sailors arrived on Saturday morning, the 

sun was shining and the breeze was easing. 

The competitors all enjoyed tucking into their 

breakfasts as they busily prepared their boats 

for the racing ahead. The Wanderer crews were 

especially focused, carefully tuning their craft 

and hoping that recent improvements would 

speed them to the front of the fleet. All the 

competitors left the slipway without incident, 

heading off towards the committee boat, which 

was anchored on the southern side of the 

Langstone channel. The short windward/

leeward course was set, with boats racing 

across the channel into the easing northerly 

wind. All fleets got away cleanly off the line to 

start the first race. The action at the front of 

the fast handicap fleet was dominated by the 

usual suspects from Locks SC, with Christian 

Reynolds in the Musto Skiff, Matt Holden in 

the RS600 and Geoff and Bernice Holden in the 

Laser 4000 fighting for the lead. 

 

Medium handicappers 

In the medium handicap fleet, competition was 

fierce between the Wayfarers of Chris and 

Mavis Hornsey and John Reynolds and Martin 

Tice, both from Locks SC, closely contested by 

some of our visitors, the Blaze of Stuart Bailey 

from Wilsonian SC and the RS200 of Sarah and 

David Green from Llandegfedd SC.  

The wind continued to ease for the second 

race, although it was certainly no drifter. 

After all sailors were safely ashore on 

Saturday afternoon, we all convened at Locks 

SC, where we enjoyed their hospitality. After 

eating some top quality burgers and sausages 

cooked by the commodore of Locks SC himself 

(Jack Miller), a few of us had a tour of their 

impressive new entrance hall and changing-

room facilities. Following much good banter 

and some last minute corrections to the results, 

a short prize giving ceremony was held, to 

award the daily fleet winners and the raffle for 

the social. The daily prize winners were the 

Matthew Butler & Graziano Spano, Buzz - Stewartby SC  

Photo © Will Tremlett, h2ophotos 
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lucky recipients of hats, bags, wallets and very 

useful insulation tape donated by Force 4 

Chandlery, Flew Sails, and Sailstyle. 

 

Sunday 

After a good night‘s sleep, the sailors started to 

trickle in to enjoy another fine breakfast at 

Tudor SC, ably cooked by Annalise, Hannah and 

Pete. The sun was out again and the wind was 

light and from the north-west. 

The fast handicap fleet got underway in the 

light and fickle north-westerly airs, which soon 

died as they reached the windward mark. The 

fleet was split because some chose to sail over 

the Swords Sands, while others used the tide to 

their advantage, taking a sling shot up the 

Broom channel. The latter strategy seemed to 

pay off, with the two Holden boats leading the 

Buzz of Matthew Butler and Graziano Spano 

from Stewartby SC. 

By this time the medium handicap start had 

already been postponed, because the wind had 

started to shift southwards. The race officer 

(Gavin Cadmore) made the tough decision to 

postpone the medium and Wanderer fleets in 

anticipation of the impending sea breeze and to 

finish the fast handicap fleet after just one lap, 

so that the course could be re-set. 

While the delay was somewhat frustrating for 

the sailors, it was certainly the right call, 

because the sea breeze came up providing some 

perfect sailing conditions.  

However, the medium handicap fleet were a 

little too eager to get underway, forcing a general 

re-call on their first start. The race committee 

were not going to stand for another false start 

and hoisted flag ‗I‘ to enforce rule 30.1: those who 

jump started again would need to sail around the 

end of the line to exonerate themselves, or face 

being disqualified. While the medium and 

Wanderer fleet took heed of this signal, a few 

unsuspecting sailors fell foul of the rule during 

the following fast handicap start. 

The medium and Wanderer fleets got 

underway with a strengthening south-south 

westerly wind. The Blaze had a commanding 

lead after the first leg, reaching the windward 

mark in front of the chasing pack, by which point 

the asymmetric boats had their first taste of 

planing during the weekend, screaming down to 

the second mark and leaving the other boats in 

their wake. This was rather short-lived for some, 

as the Laser Vago of Richard Barnes and James 

Cameron from Tudor SC was rather out of 

control at this point and capsized close to the 

mark creating an additional obstacle on the 

course. This was a rather unfortunate place to 

capsize, as Will Tremlett from H2O Photos was 

sat there in his RIB, primed with his camera.  

The second race for the medium and 

Wanderer fleets followed straight after the end of 

the first, because by this point the fast fleet had 

finished both their races for the day and were 

heading back to be first in the showers. 

Conditions had not improved much and there 

were thrills and spills all over the course. In the 

Wanderer fleet an unfortunate capsize for Neil 

Boyce from the home club saw him lose several 

places meaning that he was placed fourth in the 

Wanderer national championships. However, 

this was still a very good effort considering that 

he had only got into a Wanderer a couple of 

weeks before. By the end of the race the sailors 

were glad to get back to shore and have a well-

earned drink in the bar while watching the 

Wanderer prize-giving. 

After the prize-giving, the competitors 

ventured across the harbour to Langstone SC for 

the evening social. Langstone treated us to large 

portions of chilli con carne. While eating, the 

Race Weekend — continued 

Dan & Harvey Jarman, RS800 – Locks SC 

Photo © Will Tremlett, h2ophotos 

Iain & Wendy Cameron, Wayfarer – Tudor SC 

Photo © Will Tremlett, h2ophotos 
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competitors were able to see photos from 

Saturday and Sunday on the big screen. After 

dinner, Jane Noble and Mark Wilson had 

prepared a quiz including bonus points for the 

team who could stack as many sugar cubes on 

top of each other in 20 seconds. Hannah Barnes 

and Jack Rivington volunteered first and got 

respectable scores only to be beaten as the 

strategy for building the best tower evolved. 

 

Monday 

The breeze had increased for the race on Monday 

with gusts of between 15 and 20 knots and the 

course set by the race officer was a broad figure 

of eight using the harbour marks. The fast fleet 

got away cleanly with the usual jostling for space 

on the start line. After sailing southwards 

towards the windward mark they headed back 

up the Langstone channel to Alpha, kites up and 

planing all the way. The race was a real fight for 

survival with the strong winds and gusts making 

staying upright a real challenge for sailors who 

were already tired from the previous two days 

racing. The medium fleet also got away cleanly, 

sailing a slightly shorter course than the fast 

fleet. This was a challenge for some of the 

leading boats who merrily passed Sinah buoy 

and carried on towards Alpha before realising 

their mistake and changing direction. This gave 

the advantage to the Blaze of Stuart Bailey, who 

led home to finish first both on the water and on 

handicap and who also took the medium fleet 

trophy. In the fast fleet, the absence of Christian 

Reynolds in his Musto Skiff due to a broken wing 

gave the challengers of Matt Holden in his 

RS600 and the Laser 4000 of Geoff and Bernice 

Holden a chance of a win. Matt capitalised on 

this and came home first on handicap, securing 

second in the fast fleet overall and pushing Geoff 

and Bernice down to third place. 

 

Prizegiving 

The final prizegiving of the weekend was held at 

Tudor Sailing Club with tea and a fantastic 

spread of homemade cakes. Prizes were 

presented by the commodore of Tudor Sailing 

Club, Richard Gunn, for first, second and third 

places in each fleet and there were also quite a 

few special awards chosen by the race officer and 

these are listed on the following page. 

The special prizewinners were awarded a 

wide range of prizes including chandlery 

vouchers, bags, gloves and hawk wind indicators 

all donated by event supporters, Flew Sails,  

Chris Hornsey Chandlery, Marine Superstore, 

Sailstyle and Force 4 Chandlery. The event team 

would like to thank them for their support and 

also thank Will Tremlett from H2O photos for 

spending three days on the water taking some 

cracking photographs. 

Following the event, Tudor Sailing Club 

received some really positive feedback from the 

Wanderer class association, which would like the 

Langstone Harbour race weekend to feature on 

their calendar as a regular fixture and they may 

come back another year for their national 

championships. 

 

And finally… 

Thanks to everyone at Tudor SC who helped 

make the event happen: the working party on 

Wednesday who cleared up both compounds, 

tidied the tenders, cleaned the patio furniture 

and made space for the visiting boats; the social 

committee for the great curry; and to the 

volunteers who manned the galley at breakfast 

and lunch, kept the slipway clear of launching 

trollies and ensured that the race results were 

done quickly and efficiently. There are far too 

many names to mention, but you know who you 

are and your help is greatly appreciated. 

 

Richard & Hannah Barnes. 

 

Full results can be found on the LHRW website: 

www.langstonerace.co.uk. 

 

More photos from the weekend can be found on 

the LHRW Facebook page (you don‘t need to 

have an account to see them): 

www.facebook.com/

LangstoneHarbourRaceWeekend. 

Race Weekend — continued 

Pete Best, Solo – Hayling Island SC (& TSC) 

Photo © Will Tremlett, h2ophotos 
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Langstone Harbour Race Weekend — Results 

 

Fast Handicap Fleet Podium 

Pos Class Sail No Club Helm Name Crew Name 

1st Musto Skiff 372 Locks SC Christian Reynolds   

2nd RS 600 963 Locks SC Matthew Holden   

3rd Laser 4000 4266 Locks SC Geoff Holden Bernice Holden 

 

Medium Handicap Fleet Podium 

Pos Class Sail No Club Helm Name Crew Name 

1st BLAZE 719 Wilsonian SC Stuart Bailey   

2nd Wayfarer 10617 Locks SC Chris Hornsey Mavis Hornsey 

3rd RS 200 1342 Llandegfedd SC Sarah Green David Green 

 

Laser Radial Fleet Podium 

Pos Class Sail No Club Helm Name Crew Name 

1st Laser Radial 198911 Locks SC Miss Hilary Thomas   

2nd Laser Radial 195849 Locks SC Tessa Collings   

3rd Laser Radial 169293 Locks SC Malcolm Weaver   

 

RS 400 Fleet Podium 

Pos Class Sail No Club Helm Name Crew Name 

1st RS 400 1391 Locks SC Martin Reeve Lucy Reynolds 

2nd RS 400 1393 Locks SC Nick Zammit Nick Zammit 

    (the younger)  (the older) 

3rd RS 400 964 Locks SC Emma Johnstone Clem Gowlett 

 

Wanderer Fleet Podium 

Pos Class Sail No Club Helm Name Crew Name 

1st Wanderer 1038 Sutton Bingham SC Tim Robertson Niamh Robertson 

2nd Wanderer 1624 Tudor SC Neil Boyce Anita Boyce 

3rd Wanderer 1541 SalcomeYC/ Philip Meadowcroft Adam Wickenden 

   Henley SC 

 

Special Prizes 

Simon Palmer, RS400, Locks SC:  

Capsize in the most awkward place and wrapping the boat around the mark. 

Nick and Susie Cheney, RS500, Tudor SC:  

For showing determination and perseverance even when behind. 

Dan and Harvey Jarman, RS800, Locks SC:  

For achieving their goal of finally finishing a race (they managed to finish all five in the end) and having 

a junior crew. 

Richard Barnes and James Cameron, Laser Vago, Tudor SC:  

Closest capsize to the committee boat and distracting the race officer from his duties. 

Mike Ford, Laser 2000, Langstone SC:  

Tour of the harbour award – for sailing the fast handicap course in race 5 when he was in a  

medium-fleet boat. 

James Cameron, Tudor SC and Theo Hornsey, Locks SC:  

Junior crews. 

Dan Gaudion, Locks SC:  

Junior Laser Radial. 

Pete Best, HISC/Tudor SC:  

Solo to complete all races. 

Race Weekend — continued 
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Some sun, a lot more wind and 
a huge amount of fun and 
ducks were on offer at the  
annual Tudor family fun day.   
Hannah Barnes reports. Did we  
mention that there were ducks? 
 

 

M 
ore than 100 people took part in Tudor 

Sailing Club‘s family fun day on 

Saturday, 8 June, which was part of 

the RYA‘s ―push the boat out‖ initiative (see the 

website at: http://tinyurl.com/kvorlgl). 

Plan B 

The organisers had planned a full day of fun and 

games only to have their plans partially 

scuppered by force five to six winds, but on the 

plus side it was a gloriously sunny day. The team 

swiftly went to ―plan B‖ with most of 

the day‘s games taking place in kayaks 

instead of sailing boats. 

The first race of the day in the 

kayaks was a simple out to a buoy and 

back again affair, with Lizzie taking 

the honours closely followed by 

Daniella. 

Then it was on to the duck hunt – a 

flotilla of yellow plastic ducks were 

taken out and were ―released into the 

wild‖. The teams then had to paddle 

out and collect as many ducks as 

possible. Winners in race one were the 

team of Tom and Joe who employed the 

clever tactic of sitting back to back in 

order to maximise the amount of ducks they 

could reach. 

     The most closely contested race of the day 

was the adult duck hunt and it was all a matter of 

pride as they raced out towards the duck flotilla. 

Graham Ducane came up with a new tactic – 

falling out the boat. However, this seemed to aid 

his collecting abilities because he managed to come 

back with 21 ducks and win the race, a close 

second was cadet captain, Rob Nicholson. 

A few people decided to brave the windy 

conditions with several adults taking out 

children in the Optimists. It was interesting to 

see one of our Tudor Laser 4000 sailors trying to 

get to grips with an Optimist. All those that 

managed to go for a sail really enjoyed 

themselves despite the breeze, with the majority 

of the boats managing not to capsize.  

The afternoon activities included a barbeque 

with burgers and hot dogs which was very 

popular. The social committee had also stocked 

the freezer with ice creams and Danni did a 

sterling job of selling them. 

Family Fun Day 

A breezy day for sailing 

A quick start in the adult duck hunt 

Kayak racing 
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Family Fun Day 
The afternoon also saw the ―sailing‖ 

of the bottle boats which had been built 

over the course of the day from fizzy pop 

bottles, garden canes, carrier bags and 

lots and lots of sticky tape. The craft 

were of various designs and some 

serious work had gone in by dads and 

granddads ―helping‖ to build boats. 

Sadly, the one thing that unified the 

ramshackle ―fleet‖ was their ability to 

capsize with all of the boats succumbing 

to the windy conditions. Despite this, all 

of the boats made it back to the slipway 

relatively unharmed. 

 

Treasure hunt 

The final activity of the day was the 

treasure hunt with the children being 

given special pirate maps and being  

led around the sailing club and ground  

following clues.  

The first team back were led by Danni and 

Daniella but, in the spirit of the day, all the 

children were given a reward for being good 

sports, taking part and – more importantly – 

having fun. 

Tudor member Nick M said ―I really enjoyed 

the fun day as did our friends who came along. 

They thought the club was great, the people 

friendly and they all had a good time, so much so 

they are now considering getting a boat and 

returning to sailing and maybe joining. 

―I also had great fun, it was good to just play in 

boats that I had never sailed before (Oppie and 

Wayfarer) and not be racing.‖ 

Thanks to Steve, Rob and Hannah for 

organising the day.  

Thanks also to Jane, Helen, and Veronica for 

manning the barbeque, Frank for manning the 

bar, and Bill, Phil, Chris and Laurie for providing 

patrol boat cover.  

Fingers crossed, the family fun day will appear 

again on the 2014 TSC calendar. 

 

Hannah Barnes. 

Finance issues continue to 
dominate, says Brian Tansom as  
he presents the Portsmouth and 
Langstone Sailing Association 
report for June 2013. 
 

F 
inance continues to dominate the harbour 

agenda, following the success of 

Portsmouth councillors in forcing through 

a £56,000 cut in the budget against the 

recommendations of the board and the financial 

sub-committee. 

It has been observed that board membership 

carries the responsibility to give priority to the 

interests of Langstone Harbour management 

and that, in this instance, the national  economic 

pressures on local authority budgets has been 

allowed to override this principle. 

To avoid repetition of earlier reports, may I 

refer interested members to the overview of 

Langstone Harbour management and board 

responsibilities that was contained in the Spring 

2013 issue of SPS News.  

This can be accessed via the Solent Protection 

website at www.solentprotection.org and follow 

the links to newsletters.  

I will also display a copy in the Tudor 

clubroom, but please do not remove it from the 

club and do replace it in a prominent position. 

 

Brian Tansom, 

Tudor SC PLSA Rep. 

Portsmouth & Langstone Sailing Association: Report June 2013 

Hunting for ducks 
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Mainstays of the TSC dinghy 
sailors, Wayfarers Neil and Anita 
Boyce report on their new 
Wanderer sailing experiences. 
 
 

W 
e are known at the Tudor Sailing Club 

for sailing an increasingly aged 

(seasoned?) mark 2 Wayfarer, not 

known for its looks. So how did it come to pass 

that on the morning of the 25 May we were to be 

seen in the dinghy compound, rigging and 

preparing to race an immaculate blue Wanderer? 

This was the opening day of the fifth 

Langstone Harbour Race Weekend which this 

year, for the first time, included a dinghy 

National Championship as part of the 

programme. The Wanderer class is one of the 

smaller and more relaxed racing fleets around, 

usually attracting 10 to 20 boats for its 

Nationals. The event is often held at Whitstable 

Yacht Club due to the large number of boats 

sailed there (in last year‘s event 10 of the 19 

entrants were from WYC). For 2013, they had 

planned to race at Bosham, but due to logistical 

problems this fell through and, in the search for 

another South Coast club that could run the 

event, an approach was made to Tudor. It was 

suggested that they could join in with the race 

weekend and this was accepted. 

 

Trial runs 

Here in Langstone Harbour, as in so many 

places these days, the opportunity to take part 

in a class-racing event doesn‘t present itself very 

often. And in the weeks leading up to the event 

it was beginning to look as though there would 

be no Wanderers entering from the host club. 

With the Wanderer being essentially a small 

Wayfarer (designed by Ian Proctor specifically to 

be that) we felt we would be quite at home 

sailing one. So, at the eleventh hour (actually 

about 10 days before the event), I finally plucked 

up the courage to ask fellow club member, Harry 

Balloch, if he might consider loaning his boat to 

me. And he agreed. I had a trial outing with 

Harry on the Saturday to find out how things 

worked and then Anita and I had an outing on 

Sunday to get the feel of the boat. We then had 

just a week left in which to decide whether or 

not to take part. In the event, it turned out there 

A Classy Event 

were two entries from Tudor. Marcus Hand and 

daughter Rebecca also took part in their new 

Wanderer, but unfortunately could only make it 

to the start line for the first day of racing. 

 

Down the chute 

The current model of the Wanderer (from Hartley 

Boats) is fitted with a spinnaker chute. In our 

Wayfarer we have been used to raising and 

lowering the spinnaker from bags in the cockpit. 

In theory, the chute system is easier, but it is 

different and has to be learned; no spinnaker 

system is idiot-proof and a couple of short evening 

sessions on Monday and Tuesday were spent 

trying to get the hang of it. We had no particular 

expectations for the event but, if we did enter, 

thought it might be nice not to make too much of a 

spectacle of ourselves with spinnaker issues. Plus, 

of course, we didn‘t want to let the side down. 

Raising the sail proved to be easy; it was dropping 

it which was more problematic, but we did 

eventually settle on a routine that we thought 

might get us through the weekend without too 

much drama. The decision to enter was not finally 

made until the Thursday – two days before the 

first race – quite late for entering a dinghy 

National Championship, I suspect. 

 

Very civilised 

An account of the event written by the winner, 

Tim Robertson, appears elsewhere in this Ebb & 

Flow so I won‘t go through it all again. But I can 

report that we found the Wanderer class a very 

friendly and civilised bunch of people to race 

with. Right of way calls were polite and on one 

occasion followed by a ―thank you‖, a practice I 

very much approve of. Contrary to my fears 

beforehand, we didn‘t find ourselves wildly 

outclassed. Our best result was in the first race 

Rounding the mark 
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when we finished second, even with the 

spinnaker rigged wrongly (sorted out before the 

next race). Our worst result was in the fourth 

and last race when I made an unforgivable basic 

error and tipped the boat over while tacking. 

Anita, while in the water, immediately saw that 

the problem was the cleated mainsheet which 

would have made it rather tricky for me to 

blame the crew. However, we righted quickly 

and because the boat is of the modern internal 

design with raised floor and quick-draining 

transom flaps there was much less water inside 

than we are used to in the Wayfarer. We found 

that we were able to start making slow progress 

upwind while bailing out the remainder. 

 

Tea and sympathy 

The Wanderer event finished after Sunday‘s 

racing with a most enjoyable tea and prize-

giving in the sunshine on the club lawn. But the 

race weekend itself had one more day to go, so 

we took to the water again on the Monday, 

together with the two other Wanderers who had 

stayed over (the new National champion and a 

crew from Gravesend), and joined in with the 

medium handicap race. The sun shone and there 

was a stiff breeze making for a demanding but 

very enjoyable and satisfying sail. It was 

pleasant not to feel as overpowered upwind as I 

know we would have been in the Wayfarer. 

A Classy Event 

Setting course 

We were amazingly lucky with the weather; 

three good days sandwiched between very poor 

days, but the success of the whole event (not just 

the Wanderer Nationals) was largely down to 

the efforts of many people on and off the water, 

before and during the event. Not least of these 

was the principal race officer, Gavin Cadmore. 

Without someone prepared to take on this role 

there would be no event at all. He really showed 

an ability to hold his nerve on the Sunday when 

the shifting wind made course-setting very hard. 

The planned race schedule was all but turned 

upside down; but after a long delay, the race 

programme for Sunday was completed with two 

good races on a well-set course. This was 

particularly important bearing in mind that the 

Wanderer class was here for its Nationals. There 

may have been initial apprehension at how this 

arrangement would work out, but the feedback 

received so far suggests they were very pleased 

and may consider coming back in the future. 

We will finish with a big thank you to Harry 

for entrusting us with his lovely boat (Wanderer 

1624, Living Water) for the weekend. It can‘t be 

easy to loan your pride and joy out to someone 

else. But if he hadn‘t, we would have missed out 

on three days of enjoyable racing. Cheers Harry. 
 

Neil & Anita Boyce 

There’s a lot that goes on behind 
the scenes and onshore to make a 
sailing weekend a success, says 
Frances Best. 
 

 

A 
s mentioned elsewhere, the fifth Langstone 

harbour race weekend was held at the end 

of May and this and the Wanderers‘ 

national event were proudly hosted by Tudor 

Sailing Club. Over 50 dinghies took part during 

the weekend, coming from far and near. For 

example, there was one dinghy from Llandegfedd 

Sailing Club, Newport, South Wales, and a father 

and son had towed their Wanderer from 

Gravesend Sailing Club, having set off at 4am on 

Saturday morning to join us. The Wanderers 

racing secretary, who came up from Yeovil, said he 

and the other competitors thoroughly enjoyed the 

hospitality and the racing from Tudor. 

Locks Sailing Club entered an amazing 27 

dinghies, so they inevitably took home most of 

the prizes. But Tudor‘s 10 entries still gave a 

good account of themselves. The galley was open 

for breakfast on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, 

as well as for lunches on Saturday and Sunday. 

This was very welcome, not only for the racers, 

but for the ―groupies‖ they brought with them. 

I was told by many of the competitors how 

much they appreciated all the organising and co-

ordination done by Richard and Hannah Barnes, 

I second these sentiments, and add a special 

―well done‖ to the volunteers (you know who you 

are) who helped make it a great race weekend. 
 

Frances Best. 

Championships — Behind the Scenes 
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Sixty Years On 

1953: Hilary and Tensing were on 
Everest, the Queen was being 
crowned and Dick Clark was on 
the Isle of Wight.  

 

 

I 
t was 1953, the coronation year and the 

beginning of June. I had just returned from 

three years‘ service in Korea; thankfully, the 

war was over, but I was temporarily out of work 

waiting to be transferred from the RAAF into 

the RAF. And this was how I came to be sitting 

on the beach at Gurnard Bay on the Isle of 

Wight one afternoon wondering what I was 

going to do for the next two or three weeks. 

While enjoying the sun, I noticed that a chap 

was wandering along the beach occasionally 

stopping to talk to people. Eventually, he 

reached me and said that there was going to be a 

dinghy race around the island the following day. 

He was taking part in it, but his crew was 

unable to get there so would I be interested in 

crewing for him. I told him that I was an air 

force type and the nearest I had been to a boat 

was going to and from Australia in a liner. Once 

he had formally introduced himself, Roger said 

that this was exactly the qualifications that were 

needed to act as crew on an ―Island One Design‖. 

I must have been a little bit ―bomb happy‖ 

because I agreed to give it a go and we arranged 

to meet early the next morning. It wasn‘t until a 

little while later that I discovered that ―early‖ 

meant 6.30am. 

 

Clinker and canvas 

The next morning I met Roger on the beach 

where a pile of what looked like junk lay in a 

heap. The junk included kapok safety gear, 

which goes over the head and ties at the waist 

making your arms stick out, sandwiches, flasks, 

and some bits and pieces of wood with canvas 

attached. This last item, Roger informed me, 

was a collapsible dinghy and he proceeded to 

pull and push until it looked something not 

unlike a rectangular bath tub but without the 

taps. ―It‘s perfectly safe‖ he said, falling 

backwards into it. His boat was moored 50 yards 

off the beach and despite our best efforts it took 

what seemed like half a day to get there.  

The Island One Design – Roger‘s pride and 

joy – was about 16 feet long and of clinker 

construction. It had a very heavy galvanised steel 

centre plate, galvanised fittings, cotton sails and 

the sheets were all sisal and very hard on the 

hands – not that I was aware of this at the time. 

After a lot of bailing, we eventually set off for 

the race start line. Adopting a relatively leisurely 

standard, we crossed the start line 5 or 10 minutes 

after the rest of the fleet and tacked off towards 

Yarmouth which we passed several hours later. 

By the time we rounded the Needles, most of the 

rest of the fleet had vanished and a few heavy old 

dinghies like ours were left floating on the briney. 

 

A trip ashore 

Perhaps bearing in mind the rather uncertain 

qualities of our ―safety equipment‖, we were 

keeping fairly well inshore and soon spotted a 

wooden shack some way up on a beach with a sign 

that read ―Wight Cream Teas and Ice Creams‖. 

Not much more than 45 minutes later we were 

sitting at a table with double portion cream teas: 

wonderful. After much consideration, and another 

cup of tea, we decided that there was no point in 

carrying on and managed to get the boat up the 

beach with the assistance of some helpful and 

probably bemused holidaymakers. We left it there 

to be collected another day, found our way to a bus

-stop, and I returned to Newport very tired and 

absolutely convinced that I would never go near 

another boat. 

As a little historical footnote, I later learned 

that the winner of the 1953 Round the Island 

dinghy race – the only one for some years to come 

– was a prototype Osprey designed by, and I think 

sailed by, Ian Proctor. At about the same time, 

and halfway round the world, Hilary and Tensing 

climbed Everest and, closer to home, the Queen 

had her coronation. They were all on television, 

but for some reason we were not. Well, there was 

only the one channel and it was a busy few weeks. 

 

Wild horses 

A month went by before the RAF decided what to 

do with me. The squadron I was to join was still 

overseas and it was not considered worthwhile 

sending me to join them, so until they returned a  

few months later my career took a slight diversion. 

Because I was a fully-qualified pilot, the powers 

that be decided that I should report to Plymouth 

for training on an air/sea rescue boat; about a 

thousand horsepower – lovely. 

 

Dick Clark, 

Maintenance Officer. 
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Low Water Cruise 

Tudor Sailing Club isn’t just about 
sailing. Oh no; frisbee and boules 
figure high on the sporting 
calendar, as Phil Bryant reports. 
 

 

T 
he day of the 2013 dinghy low water 

cruise dawned warmer than of late, but 

given the chilly spring it was a temperate 

day. However, as I now write this in early June 

the day has been blistering and I, like many of 

the readers, have spent a day in an office 

looking longingly out at clear blue skies and 

brisk northerlies. But back to the low water 

cruise; there were five intrepid dinghies out to 

sample the delights of Langstone Harbour at 

low tide. Personally it‘s one of my most favourite 

times of the tidal cycle and can take on such a 

different outlook as the tide ebbs and flows. The 

seals at the entrance to Mallard Lake, just 

before Russell‘s, gave us the usual disdainful eye 

as we passed by as if to say ―what are you doing 

out on a rather chilly Sunday in May?‖ 

 

Sword Sands ahoy 

We had decided that the first port of call would 

be Sword Sands so we landed on a gently sloping 

lee shore and looked for ways to amuse 

ourselves. You‘ll be amazed at what can be 

carried in one of today‘s low slung, self-bailing, 

rocket ships and we were treated to the 

opportunity to take part in the Sword Sands 

International Boule Championship as organised 

by Matthew Nicholson. For the life of me I can‘t 

remember who won, suffice to say that as a 

method of keeping up a sense of humour and 

playing down the chill it comes top on my list. 

 

Frisbee and chips 

After a few rounds of the boule challenge and the 

Sword Sands Frisbee Event we set off for the 

Ferry Boat Inn. Well actually, in deference to the 

fact that it was still a touch chilly to laze about 

glasses in hand, we parked up to the south of the 

pub and ventured to the little café that sits about 

50 yards off the beach on the way to the Solartron 

Sailing Club. Warming teas all round and – for 

those not on diets – a few plates of chips were in 

order. The beach was substantially smooth soft 

sand and for those worried about their hulls I 

would say come and try it. To go somewhere with 

an intent is such a greatly different mindset from 

countdown watching and clipping buoys to be first 

over the line (I‘ve never troubled that one). It‘s 

well worth the opportunity to try a more relaxing 

approach to sailing and almost all our dinghies 

would benefit from a gentle summer shakedown 

as an excuse to get them into the water and out of 

the compound. 

 

Last home 

Having mentioned the relaxing nature of the sail, I 

can‘t help but turn myself in to the ―racing police‖ on 

our run back. I was last off the beach as ever and 

found myself gripped by an unknown turn of speed – 

well I was in a Laser so I have no excuse really. It 

was a tight beat up a narrow channel in just the 

right breeze with all the boats going well to 

windward looking to get the warm water in the 

showers. With a slightly embarrassed look I had 

managed to overhaul four of the dinghies and was 

aiming to catch and perhaps even overtake the 

leading Wayfarer before we arrived back at the slip. 

But no, skill and inability (oh yes and that inevitable 

touch of racing ineptitude) conspired against me. A 

six-foot male should be more aware of the need to 

sink as low as possible when tacking a Laser. What 

could go wrong I hear you ask? Well 50 yards behind 

the Wayfarer I tacked on to what could be a winner 

(more like the Winner Bank. Ed) and succeeded in 

catching the boom on my harness and as I struggled 

to free myself it turned the boat every so gently onto 

its side, tipping me into the water just by the 

Portsmouth Outdoor Centre mark. 

So the moral is: it‘s just a cruise – try one, 

you might even like it. 

 

Phil Bryant. 

TSC Dinghy Captain. 

 

Sword Sands 
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suited a light crew. Unusually, the committee 

boat was at the port end of the line with the pin 

to starboard and the Wanderers got away 

cleanly from the start. Yeadon and Robertson 

broke right on the beat trying to gain from the 

flood in the channel, but managed to sail into a 

wind hole that allowed the fleet to sail through.  

Neil Boyce - sailing a borrowed Hartley W1624 

for the first time - made a poor start, but by 

tacking into the favourable flood tide he managed 

to make up places on the beat and was first to 

round the windward mark, followed by 

Meadowcroft, Gilbert and Hamilton, with Yeadon 

and Robertson following for the first gentle 

spinnaker run. Taking advantage of sailing 

slightly higher than dead downwind to keep the 

genoa drawing helped gain places on the runs, and 

finding a good balance and helpful shifts up the 

beats paid off handsomely. After four laps, 

Robertson managed to squeak ahead of Boyce on 

the final beat and hold the advantage to the finish, 

with Boyce, Meadowcroft and Yeadon in second, 

third and fourth places respectively.  

 

Race 2 

By race 2, the tide had risen enough to give room 

for triangles and sausages to be sailed. Robertson 

made a slow start, unable to find boat speed in the 

shifty breeze and dropped down to about seventh 

place by the end of lap three. Luckily, the wind 

built slightly and lifted him on port tack toward 

the windward mark so he could lay it from the 

start finish line on the last beat and enabled him 

to find a balance with the boat flat and a neutral 

tiller. Using good boat speed he passed three boats 

by the windward mark, sailed high on the run 

The Wanderer. Wasn’t he the guy 
who just wanted to go round and 
round. Tim Robertson returns to 
report on the Wanderer class 
national championships. 

 

 

T 
he 27th Wanderer Class Owners 

Association (WCOA) UK National 

Championships were hosted over the 

weekend of the 25/26 May 2013 at Tudor Sailing 

Club as part of the ―Langstone Harbour Race 

Weekend‖ event. 

Langstone Harbour Race Weekend is a joint 

effort by the three clubs on Langstone Harbour 

(Langstone Sailing Club, Tudor Sailing Club 

and Locks Sailing Club) over the Whitsun bank 

holiday weekend and the Wanderers were very 

warmly welcomed at the event with their 

Saturday and Sunday starts counting towards 

the WCOA 2013 UK National Championship. 

Approximately 50 dinghies took to the water 

over the weekend ranging from Lasers up to 

large RS asymmetric boats, so the fleets were 

divided into fast, medium and slow groups with 

Wanderers having their own starts. 

The weekend got under way on Friday evening 

with a warm welcome and briefing at Tudor SC, 

with time for all travelling competitors to rig their 

boats. The weather was pretty windy and drizzly, 

but better was promised for the weekend. After a 

good curry in the club house we all made our way 

off to various overnight arrangements ready to 

join battle in the morning. 

 

Day 1 

Saturday dawned bright with a gentle northerly 

breeze as late arrivals hurried to rig and ready 

themselves to launch. Tea was drunk, bacon and 

egg sarnies were munched and the fleet got 

away from the slip at around 10:15 to run gently 

over the flooding tide into the harbour and 

locate the committee boat. Fast and medium 

fleets got away first, with the Wanderers using 

the medium fleet start as our warning signal. 

 

Race 1 

As the harbour is so tidal and the wind was 

blowing from the north the race officer had 

difficulty setting a triangle and sausage course 

for race one, so instead we raced simple upwind 

and downwind legs in a gentle breeze that 

The Wanderers 

The Wanderer Fleet 
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The Wanderers (cont’d) 

under spinnaker to roll over Boyce and the fast 

non-spinnaker boat sailed by Mike Hamilton, 

dropped onto the leeward mark immediately 

astern of Yeadon in first place and as the breeze 

faded on the short beat to the line was able to use 

the advantage of a lower crew weight to just 

squeeze his bow ahead to take the gun in a nail-

biting close quarters finish. 

Yeadon was an incredibly close second over 

the line. Not far behind them, Hamilton was 

approaching the line close abeam of and in the 

lee of Boyce, but kept his nerve and with 

impressive boat speed managed to extricate 

himself from this difficult situation to finish 

third, leaving Boyce in fourth, trying to 

understand what had just happened.  

With the tide now ebbing the fleet all sailed 

back to the clubhouse to de-rig and then 

decamped to Locks SC for a delicious BBQ and 

relaxed social gathering in the evening sunshine 

near to the mouth of the harbour. 

 

Day 2 

Sunday was, if anything, even sunnier than 

Saturday and there was a good breeze from the 

north-west. The fleet launched an hour later to 

allow the tide time to flood and sailed slowly over 

the flood tide under spinnaker to find the 

committee boat moving around in the harbour 

trying to set a course. The fast fleet got away after 

some mark moving, but unfortunately 

immediately after the fast fleet start the wind 

began to swing strongly round between north west 

and south west, probably influenced by the sea 

breeze building on a such a sunny day. The race 

officer called a delay one minute before the 

medium fleet start to prevent a downwind start 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

under spinnaker and then had to wait for the fast 

fleet to complete their race, shortened to one lap, 

and for the wind to settle down before relaying the 

course to the freshening breeze now firmly settled 

in the south west. After a delay of over an hour the 

medium fleet got their start sequence, only to have 

a general recall, leading to further delay, before 

eventually the Wanderers had their turn in what 

was now a solid force four breeze that was kicking 

up a bit of a chop in the harbour. 
 

Race 3 

Robertson again converted a good position on 

the line into a poor start and had to fight back 

up through the fleet. Behind Hamilton at the 

windward mark he went for a quick spinnaker 

hoist, but steering with the tiller between his 

knees and distracted by the excitement of a 

spinnaker launch he made contact as Hamilton 

luffed up from below him. Climbing clear and 

acknowledging he would need to do turns, 

Robertson got ahead under spinnaker and gybed 

onto port to run down to the leeward mark only 

for Hamilton to take his wind and bear down on 

him on starboard from astern.  

Robertson mistakenly luffed and Hamilton 

made contact with his stern, swinging him 

round before breaking free. Not realising 

Hamilton was on starboard, Robertson called for 

him to do turns then, realising his error, he 

proceeded to do his two sets of 720-degree turns 

at the start of the next beat. Paul Yeadon sailed 

clear for a strong win with Meadowcroft and 

Boyce behind, Robertson recovering to fourth.  
 

Race 4 

With scores now so finely balanced, Robertson had 

to finish ahead of Yeadon to secure the series win. 

Meadowcroft was hoping for a race win and for 

Yeadon to beat Robertson to allow him to defend 

his title. A tightly-bunched start – with the 

Wanderers combined with the medium handicap 

fleet to save time – saw Meadowcroft, Robertson 

and Yeadon all in close company with the 

committee boat at the starboard end of the line.  

A very crowded line eventually saw 

Meadowcroft win the start and sail clear with 

Robertson overlapping and attempting to cover 

Yeadon tack for tack. In the livelier conditions, 

Yeadon proved to have better speed and was 

able to sail lower and faster to clear ahead of 

Robertson by the end of the first beat. David 

Davies and Andy Peter in W318 began to come 

into their own in the heavier air and followed 

Meadowcroft round in second. 

Marcus & Rebecca Hand, Wanderer – Tudor SC 

Photo © Will Tremlett, h2ophotos 
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The Wanderers (cont’d) 

him down the fleet to recover to an eventual 

seventh place finish.  

Robertson did not fly his spinnaker in the 

early laps because the conditions were a little 

too lively and he hoped to keep in touch with 

Yeadon downwind due to having a lighter crew 

and being able to plane under genoa and main 

only. However, by the final beat Yeadon was 

clear ahead of him in third place behind 

Meadowcroft and Davies and looking to 

challenge Meadowcroft for the series win. 

Unfortunately, this was before an unseen Laser 

on starboard intervened and required him to do 

turns. Robertson hung on up the final beat to 

round the windward mark a few boat lengths 

ahead of Yeadon and then braved a last gasp 

defensive spinnaker run down to the leeward 

mark to score a lucky third and overall win. 

On recovering to the clubhouse, Richard 

Barnes of Tudor Sailing club presented the 

prizes: Tudor Sailing Club were excellent hosts 

for the weekend and the Langstone Harbour 

Race Weekend proved to be a very sociable event 

on some interesting tidal waters. 

 

Tim Robertson. 

Boyce decided not to follow the majority 

inshore from the start line, but instead tacked 

away onto port hoping to make use of the 

strengthening ebb tide in the channel setting 

towards the windward mark. This tactic paid off 

resulting in a gain of several places. 

Unfortunately for him, while employing the 

same tactic on the second lap, he got caught out 

by a gust during a tack and capsized, dropping 

Prizes 

Endeavour Trophy. To the crew that completes all races and places last: David and Jake Clausen W1079. 

Ted Shepherd Trophy. To the crew most improved over series: David Davies and Andy Peter W318. 

First Non-Spinnaker Boat. Mike Hamilton and David Oates W992. 

Third Overall. Paul Yeadon and Liz North W1282. 

Second Overall, Philip Meadowcroft and Adam Wickenden W1542. 

First Overall. Tim and Niamh Robertson W1038. 

 

Overall Results — Wanderer Nationals 

Pos Sail No Helm Crew Club R1 R2 R3 R4 Pts 

1st 1038 Tim Robertson Niamh Robertson SBSC 1 1 4 3 5 

2nd 1541 Philip Meadowcroft Adam Wickenden SYC/HSC 3 6 2 1 6 

3rd 1282 Paul Yeadon Elizabeth North WYC 4 2 1 4 7 

4th 1624 Neil Boyce Anita Boyce TSC 2 4 3 7 9 

5th 992 Mike Hamilton David Oats HCSC 5 3 6 5 13 

6th 318 David Davies Andy Peter   7 8 7 2 16 

7th 1163 Colin Gilbert Sally Gilbert HSC 6 7 5 6 17 

8th 1004 Dave Bardwell Amy Stanier   8 5 DNC DNC 25 

9th 1079 David Clausen Jake Clausen GSC 10 9 8 8 25 

10th 1363 Marcus Hand Rebecca Hand TSC 9 10 DNC DNC 31 

11th 1416 Mike Bennett Lesley Bennett PSC DNC DNC DNC DNC 36 

 

Clubs 

GSC:  Gravesend SC  HSC:  Hunts SC  
HCSC:  Hurst Castle SC  PSC:  Papercourt SC  
SBSC:  Sutton Bingham SC  SYC/HSC: Salcome YC/Henley SC 

TSC:  Tudor Sailing Club WYC: Whitstable YC  

Upwind 
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Dinghy sailing in North Brittany 

Want to venture further than 
Langstone Harbour? Paul Megson 
recommends dinghy sailing on the 
other side of the channel. 

 

 

I 
 have been sailing dinghies now for perhaps 

ten years, but have only recently joined a 

sailing club in the UK. I have, however, kept 

it up through annual holidays with Sunsail or 

Nielson, and by sailing my own Laser 2000 from 

a beach in Brittany. I am lucky enough to have a 

holiday home in the small village of Saint Jacut 

de la Mer. 

On deciding it was high time to give the UK a 

try, I gave the matter some thought and settled 

on Tudor because it most closely resembles what 

I like about sailing in Brittany – a large expanse 

of water, but enclosed and sheltered from the 

stronger winds and bigger waves of the open sea.  

 But I thought I should tell you a bit about 

that beach in Brittany because, working in 

reverse, what appeals to you about Langstone 

Harbour will probably attract you to the Baies de 

Beaussais et de l‘Arguenon. 

 

Location 

Saint Jacut is a narrow peninsula which 

separates two bays. It sits about 10 km to the 

west of Saint Malo, on what is known locally as 

the Côte d‘Emeraude. It is a short drive from the 

ferry terminal, crossing the Rance Barrage tidal 

power station and passing to the south of the 

elegant seaside town of Dinard. The ferry port of 

Caen is about a two-hour, mainly autoroute, 

drive if towing a trailer at 60mph, and this is a 

more convenient route if you prefer not to endure 

the expense of an overnight crossing, all there is 

on offer to Saint Malo. The Portsmouth-Caen 

crossing is about six hours. (We return on the St 

Malo-Portsmouth crossing which is about 8.5 

hours, departing at 10:30 am, because it is a 

similar overall journey time and avoids the need 

for the drive back to Caen.) 

 
What’s to do, on and off water 

St Jacut is a popular seaside resort for families, 

especially those with fairly young children, 

because it has safe sheltered beaches. Like most 

French seaside resorts, it only really comes alive 

for about six weeks in high summer, starting 

around the beginning of July, taking off with the 

Bastille Day holiday on the 14 July, and winding 

down around 22 August as families head home to 

prepare for the ―rentrée‖ or start of the school 

year. During those six weeks, however, the 

beaches will be busy, especially on sunny days, 

and the water will be alive with boats large and 

small, sail or motor, relaxing or fishing.  

A local public enterprise, subsidised by the 

Departement (county) of Côtes d‘Armor, 

organises a variety of sporting and cultural 

activities in the village and surrounding area. 

―Cap Armor‖ offers river and sea kayaking, ―char 

à voile‖ or sand-yachting, (all about €9 to 10 for a 

two hour session) tennis, beach volley, and 

guided walks in the surrounding countryside (in 

French, of course) among other things. Activities 

can be booked at the tourist office (next door to 

the Post Office – see link to map on next page.). 

The local sailing club is really no more than a 

training base for holidaymakers and local schools, 

but it can hire out a variety of catamarans, one or 

two monohull dinghies, windsurfers and kayaks. 

There are a number of simple restaurants 

serving mainly crêpes and pizzas. There is no 

―boite de nuit‖ and most people are tucked up in 

bed by about 11pm. 

With specific reference to sailing, there are two 

principal beaches from which you can launch your 

dinghy. The Plage des Haas is more sheltered but 

only launchable for about two hours either side of 

high tide. The Plage du Rougeret is the main 

beach, and is launchable at most states of tide (if 

you don‘t mind a bit of a walk – remember that 

the tidal range can be up to 11 metres at springs), 

but has a slightly larger surf so launching single-

handed is not always easy. Someone will usually 

come to help, especially if you return the 

compliment. You do not need permission to park 

your boat on the beach or to launch there, but 

there is no security either – this has only once 
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caused me any problems and that was probably 

only because I left my dinghy unattended for 

three weeks between visits. 

Once on the water, you have a sailing area 

about four miles from north to south and from 

east to west. The sea state is usually fairly flat 

due to the shelter from open seas provided by the 

surrounding coastline and the Île des Ebihens, a 

string of islands and islets north of the St Jacut 

peninsula. It tends to get rougher a little further 

out of the lee of the land, where the swell can be 

one to two metres on fine days. Summer afternoon 

breezes tend to be offshore, from the northwest, 

which makes departure straightforward and 

provides for a relatively easy return ashore. When 

the wind is from the southwest, it can be a slow 

process to tease your boat away from the shore in 

close to calm conditions in the lee of the cliffs 

which overhang the beach. 

The scenery is drop-dead gorgeous, and if you 

want to cruise there are three other small towns 

encircling the bay – Saint Briac and Lancieux to 

the east, and Saint Cast le Guildo to the west – 

which you can reach in an hour or so for a visit. 

Saint Cast has a marina where it should be 

possible to tie up and go ashore for lunch at one 

of the cafes overlooking the marina. The others, 

you would have to beach – bear in mind that the 

tide height changes rapidly so a beached dinghy 

could quickly be afloat again, or truly stranded. 

There is a handful of regattas during the 

season, organised by the St Jacut sailing club, by 

neighbouring clubs, or as joint ventures. There is 

a small fee – about €10 – to enter. 

 

Accommodation 

In the village itself, there are two campsites, two 

hotels and a variety of chambres d‘hôte and 

gîtes. The main, municipal, campsite has its own 

beach and is perhaps a 20 minute walk from the 

Plage du Rougeret. The Abbaye de Saint Jacut is 

still technically a working convent, but offers 

rooms on a full- or half-board basis, with a 

religious element out of season but as a simple 

holiday hotel in season. It is situated less than 

10 minutes walk from the beach. The Hotel du 

Moulin is a simple one-star establishment 

offering bed, breakfast and dinner. Some of its 

bedrooms are in an annexe converted from one of 

the two former working windmills in the village 

The local property agent, Mme Besnard, keeps 

a list of houses and apartments for holiday lets 

as well as handling property sales. 

In the area 

Saint Jacut is about 20km from Dinan, with its 

walled town and the biennial ―Fête des 

Remparts‖ medieval pageant in July. Saint Malo 

is about 15km by road, or can be reached by 

taking the water-bus across the bay from Dinard. 

The walled city (Intra Muros) is worth a visit, 

but it can become very crowded with pedestrians 

spilling off the narrow pavements onto streets 

which have far too many cars passing through, 

and parking can be tricky. Dinard is scenic and 

elegant. It has a yacht club on the corniche path 

facing Saint Malo across the bay, where you can 

take a drink in the bar and inspect one of the 

largest fleets of ―Flying 15s‖ I have personally 

ever seen. 

If you‘d like to know more, by all means 

contact me via the club. 

 

Paul Megson 

 

Useful links 

Google maps view: 

http://tinyurl.com/mtowrj7 

 

Official village website: 

http://www.mairie-saintjacutdelamer.com/   

(see info on camping under ―Vivre à St Jacut‖ 

 

Communal Tourist Office: 

http://www.valdarguenon.fr/index_uk.php  

Abbaye de St Jacut 

  

Hotel Le Vieux Moulin: 

http://www.hotel-le-vieux-moulin.com/  

 

Sailing Club: 

http://cn-saintjacut.com/v2/ 

Dinghy sailing in North Brittany 

Dinghies on the Plage du Rougeret 


