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Dates for your diary: 

 
Cruiser Relaunch — 23rd/24th March 

Cadets’ Social Evening,  

Pre-season Sign-up and Briefing — Wednesday, 27th March 

Quiz and Curry Night (Host: Jan Stell) — Friday, 26th April 

Langstone Harbour Race Weekend — 25th to 27 May 

TSC Family Fun Day — Saturday, 8th June 

Tudor Regatta — 22nd and 23rd June  
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Annual General Meeting, 13 January 2013 

Minutes of the Tudor Sailing Club annual general meeting, 13 January 2013 

Present 

Commodore, Rear Commodore, Hon Secretary, Assistant Secretary and 113 other club members. 

 

Apologies 

Hannah and Richard Barnes, Derek Beaves, Peter and Frances Best, Dennis Brownjohn,  

Audrey DuCane, Graham Ducane, Stuart and Sarah Goodyear, Declan Murphy,  

Jenny and Frank Sharvill, Steve Yoxon,  

 

Tim Stell, retiring Commodore, opened the meeting. He explained that the AGM covered the periods 

August 2011 to July 2012 and August 2012 to October 2012 and that he would hand over to the newly 

elected Commodore at the end of the meeting to chair the general discussion. 

He thanked everyone who had given their time to the club and sat on committees over the past 

three years and said that he felt very fortunate to have been supported by executive committee 

members who have enthusiastically embraced the vision for change and enabled that change to take 

place. As well as the physical look of the club, the processes and procedures relating to the safe 

movement of craft during the lift-out and lift-in, the club and inter-club racing events, the training 

and support of our cadets, the control and management of our finances, the development of a data-

management system, the social events and catering have all been improved by the work of the 

committees over the last three years. He thanked everyone for supporting him and enabling him to 

hand over the role to the new Commodore in the knowledge that the club is in good shape. 

 

1. Minutes of the 2012 annual general meeting. 

The minutes of the 2012 AGM were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. 

Proposed by Linda Vacher, seconded by Dick Clark, carried unanimously. 

 

2. Matters arising 

Peter Codd asked whether the executive committee are ready to present a report on expenditure. The 

Commodore confirmed that the work is ongoing, but it had been necessary to get the accounts and 

budget correct first. 

  

3. Acceptance of reports 

Acceptance of the executive, sailing and social reports published in Ebb & Flow were as follows: 

 

Executive report 

Proposed by Richard Gunn, seconded by Steve Francis, carried unanimously. 

 

Sailing report 

Proposed by Steve Jones, seconded by John O’Keefe, carried unanimously. 

 

Social report 

Proposed by Amber Vincent-Prior, seconded by Andy Healy, carried unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s report 

It was explained that the Treasurer was unable to attend due to work commitments, but was available through 

the internet on Skype should there be any questions relating to the treasurer’s report.  

The auditor’s statement 

Letter published in December 2012 Ebb & Flow and displayed on screen. 

Miranda Hitchcock – professional bookkeeper. Letter displayed on screen. 

Profit & loss account and balance sheet 

As published in December Ebb & Flow. Displayed on screen. 

Treasurer’s report 

Proposed by Richard Gunn, seconded by Paul Darlow, carried unanimously. 
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4 Election of officers and committee members for the 2013 season 

Before the ballot for Commodore, the Rear Commodore, Paul Lovejoy, marked the end of Tim’s term 

of office. He referred to the sensible improvements made to the club, the comfortable bright clubhouse 

we now have, the robust financial model we now work to, and the difficulty he faced when at the 

beginning of his term it was discovered that the club had been betrayed by a committee member in a 

position of considerable trust. Tim’s efforts pulled us through a very difficult period and the club is 

now on an even keel. Well done Tim. 

Tim thanked Paul for this vote of thanks. 

 

 

2013 Committee Nominations 

Following a ballot for Commodore and Bosun’s Committee,  

Commodore and Committee appointments were made as follows 

 

 Position Nominee Proposer Seconder 

 Commodore Richard Gunn Paul Lovejoy Mark Tranter 

 Hon. Secretary Maureen Clark Dick Clark Paul Lovejoy 

 Assistant Hon. Secretary Jan Sobey Dick Clark George Thomson 

 Sailing Secretary Richard Barnes Steve Jones Linda Vacher 

 Social Secretary Hannah Barnes Moira Barber Steve Francis 

 Bosun George Thomson Jan Sobey Roger Smith 

 Maintenance Officer Dick Clark Bob Sobey Chris Goodyear 

 Assistant Bosuns (5 Elected by Ballot – Neil Goodyear withdrew) 

 1 Leon Peek Richard Calas Lin Peek 

 2 Richard G Clarke George Thomson Chris Goodyear 

 3 Linda Vacher Richard Calas Mark Tranter 

 4 Steve Jones Linda Vacher Richard Barnes 

 5 Bob Sobey George Thomson Leon Peek 

 Bosun’s Secretary Richard Calas David Goldfinch Linda Vacher 

 Maintenance Officers (4) 

 1 Terry Collins Dick Clark Lin Goodyear 

 2 Chris Goodyear Stuart Goodyear Tony Lewis 

 3 Stuart Goodyear Dick Clark Lin Goodyear 

 4 Roger Smith Dick Clark Mark Tranter 

 Social Committee (6) 

 1 Steve Francis Hannah Barnes Richard Barnes 

 2 Moira Barber Roger Smith Mark Tranter 

 3 Sarah Bryant Steve Jones Richard Barnes 

 4 Kathy Gunn Hannah Barnes Richard Gunn  

 5 Jan Sobey Hannah Barnes Mark Tranter 

 6 Jane Francis Steve Francis Moira Barber 

 Sailing Committee (7) 

 1 Sandy Parker Hannah Barnes Richard Barnes 

 2 Andy Healy Steve Jones Richard Barnes 

 3 Mark Webb Richard Barnes Tony Lewis 

 4 Alan Saunders Steve Jones Richard Barnes 

 5 Ian Tonge Richard Barnes Mark Tranter 

 6 Peter Codd Steve Jones Richard Barnes 

 7 Janice Bell Richard Barnes Steve Jones 

 Wine Committee 

 1 Brian Johnson Nobby Hall Jim Hair 

 2 Nobby Hall Mark Tranter Jan Sobey 

 3 Simon Rumer Mark Tranter Nobby Hall 

AGM — continued 
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5. Fees for the 2013 Season 

Proposed changes to membership fees. 

The recommendation to increase fees by between 2.5% and 3% with the fees being rounded off gave 

the following figures. 

 

 Membership: 2012 2013  % increase 

 Individual £ 77.00 £ 79.00  2.60% 

 Family £ 116.00 £ 119.00  2.59% 

 Senior individual £ 41.00 £ 42.00  2.44% 

 Senior family £ 58.00 £ 60.00  3.45% 

 Cadet £ 38.00 £ 39.00  2.63% 

 Distant £ 41.00 £ 42.00  2.44% 

 Honorary life £ 00.00  £ 00.00   

 Compound rate £ 0.055 £ 0.057  per sq ft/month 

 Overstay fee:    

 Dinghy £ 25.00 £ 15.00  per week 

 Cruiser £ 25.00 £ 30.00  per week 

 Joining fee £150.00 £150.00  (one off) 

 Maintenance fee (15 hours at £17 per hour) 

  £255.00  £255.00  For 2013 season 

 Club hire £ 12.00 £ 12.00  per hour 

 Hoist fee £1.60    per foot 

 Mooring fees: to be advised by Langstone Harbour Board 

 

Acceptance of the above fees, proposed by Amber Vincent Prior, seconded by Linda Vacher,  

carried unanimously. 

 

Richard Calas asked why the overstay fee had been changed. Tim Stell explained that the executive 

committee felt this was a fairer structure when comparing the footprint of an overstay cruiser with 

that of say, a Topper dinghy. 

 

6. Resolutions for constitutional changes from November nominations meeting 

Constitutional Change 1 

Removal of paragraph 14(h) ―Classes of Membership‖ 

Proposed by Tim Stell, seconded by Richard Calas 

―14(h) RNLI SHORELINE. 

―Members of RNLI SHORELINE may be granted temporary membership for one day only on not 

more than twelve occasions in any one year. Notice of each occasion is to be posted on the club notice 

board for two days before each occasion.‖ 

 

It was suggested that this paragraph and category of membership be removed. It has never been used 

and temporary membership is covered in paragraph 14(d). 

This constitutional change was accepted. Proposed by Richard Gunn, seconded by Mark Tranter, 

carried unanimously. 

 

Annual general meeting closed at 15.25 hrs 

The retiring Commodore handed over to the newly elected Commodore to chair the general 

discussion. 

 

General discussion 

Items for general discussion carried forward from the Nominations Meeting 

Item 1.  

Richard Calas withdrew this item. Discussion not required due to actions taken by the  

executive committee. 

AGM — continued 
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Item 2. Demographics of the club membership 

Tim had referred to the demographics of the club and pointed out that the club needs to find a way to 

attract/keep younger members in the 18 to 25 age group. 

 The following suggestions to retain the young members were made. 

 

Allow children in family members to remain members up to the age of 25. 

Free membership up to the age of 25. 

Free membership or reduced membership fee. 

Talk to current family members whose children have not stayed with Tudor to find out why 

they are no longer part of the club. 

If the family leaves the family membership goes with them – children interested in sailing could 

be encouraged to stay. 

Dropping the membership fee. Current cadet member having just left university has no job yet 

and is obviously short of money. 

Invite ex-family members to come back to Tudor with no joining fee. Having little money applies not 

just to young members, it may hit any age group, eg due to redundancy. 

Agree to pay as little as £1.00. 

Trial any agreed suggestions for a period of say five years then review the result. 

Extend cadet membership to 25. 

Attract young non-family members who attend the sailing centre next door. 

Maintenance could be a stumbling block. Key-holding with intermittent visits to Tudor may 

lead to lost keys. 

Maintenance could be patrol boat crew. 

Young people can do maintenance if they are given it. 

Most young people have to take on jobs to help when at university so they could also assist on 

the bar and galley rotas. 

£150 joining fee could be difficult – can this waived for those who return to the area? 

Reduce the amount of maintenance. 

Current young member confirmed that she has completed maintenance on bar, galley and 

patrol boat duties. 

Parent would happily pay £25.00 for a whole year. Good value compared with the cost of other 

clubs/activities young people take part in. 

Extend age to 25 then pay membership, no joining and do maintenance. 

 

The Commodore confirmed that the executive committee will consider these suggestions during the 

next year as we must find a way to keep the younger members in the club. 

 

Item 3. Stray cables in compound 

Cables had been left lying across the compound. These presented a trip hazard and, in places, the 

outer casing of the cables was breaking down. George Thomson (Bosun) advised that since this 

matter was raised at the nominations meeting the bosuns had monitored the situation.  

The number of cables by the junction box end has been reduced and George will continue to 

monitor the situation.  

It was suggested that instead of passing cables under boats, it may be less dangerous to have the 

cable lying across the decks of cruisers and not have them lying in water and mud. 

 

Item 4. Any other business 

Richard Gunn was asked whether he will be continuing in his role as trustee since being elected 

Commodore. Richard confirmed that he will relinquish the role of trustee. 

 

 

Maureen Clark, 

Hon Secretary – January 2013. 

AGM — continued 
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Race Series First Second Third 

Cadet Series  

 Samantha Kinsley (Laser 4.7) Eliza-Mae Hylands (Topper) Tom Harris (Topper)  
 
Challenge Series  

 Steve O'Connor (Laser) Brian McGill (Laser Radial) Richard Barnes/ 

   Hannah Barnes (Graduate) 
 
Frostbite Series 

 Ian Farr (Laser) D.Prior (Ok) Mark Webb (Rs 600) 
 
Gould Series  

 Andy Brookes (Laser Radial) Steve O'Connor (Laser) Alan Lale (Byte) 
 
Icicle Series 

 Richard Barnes/ Jon Powell (Rs 600) Ian Farr (Laser) 

 Hannah Barnes (Graduate)  
 
Saturday Series  

 Aidan Boyce (Laser Radial) Steve O'Connor (Laser) Richard Jempson (Laser) 
 
Spring Series 

 Mark Webb (RS 600) Aidan Boyce (Laser Radial) Richard Barnes/ 

   Hannah Barnes (Graduate) 
 
Sunday Series – Fast 

 Ian Farr (Laser) Aidan Boyce (Laser Radial) Chris Ayres/ 

   Len Rich (Buzz) 
 
Sunday Series – Slow  

 Martin Robinson (RS Feva XL) Kay Girard (Topaz Uno) Peter Ellam (Lightning 368) 
 
Sunset Series  

 Richard Barnes/ Alison Small/ Aidan Boyce (Laser Radial) 

 Hannah Barnes (Graduate) Sandie Parker (Wayfarer) 

 

 

Trophies   

Trophy Winner 

Long Distance Race Mark Webb (RS 600) 

Boxall Trophy Richard Barnes and Hannah Barnes (Graduate) 

Chris Wadham Trophy Matt Holden (RS 600) 

Endeavour Trophy Alan Lale (Byte) 

Coffee Pot Trophy Mark Webb (RS 600) 

Fairway Beacon Max Matthews and Guy Rivington (RS  Feva Xl) 

Horse Sands Fort Neil Boyce and Denise Moore (Wayfarer) 

Ladies Tray Alison Small and Sandie Parker (Wayfarer) 

LV See Pursuit (not) Lena Powell (Topper) 

Novice Trophy Iain Cameron (Laser) 

RNLI Binness Island Trophy Neil Boyce and Anita Boyce (Wayfarer) 

Sophie Ludford Aidan Boyce (Laser 4.7) 

Farminer Trophy Aidan Boyce (Laser Radial) 

Harrison Trophy Aidan Boyce (Laser Radial) 

Trafalgar Pursuit Steve O'Connor (Laser) 

Wilson Guy Rivington (Laser) 

Glanville Sandie Parker (Topper) 

Rose Bowl Jan Francis  

Terry Flemming Max Matthews and Guy Rivington 

Prizewinners — 2012 
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Cruiser Series 

 

Gales  

 Helm Crew Boat 

First: Keith Prior-Smith Ian Smith ―Grey Mantle‖ 

Second: Brian Smith Mark Webb ―Scheherazade‖ 

Third: George Thompson A Abamot /Richard Calas ―Big Teau‖ 

 

Forts and Fairways 

 Helm Crew Boat  

First: Ian Silk Brian Shipman ―Ample‖ 

Second: Richard Gunn Kathy Gunn ―Atropos‖ 

Third: Keith Prior-Smith S Holly ―Grey Mantle‖ 

 

 

 

Trophies 

 

Gould 

 Helm Crew  Boat  

First: Richard Gunn Kathy Gunn ―Atropos‖ 

Second: Linda Vacher  Kevin Vacher ―Grace‖ 

Third: Tim Stell Jan Stell ―Kindred Spirit‖ 

 

Riley 

 Helm Crew Boat 

First: John King Keith, Aaron, Rich ―Sarnia‖ 

Second: Andy Healey A & A Clements ―Selina‖ 

 

Nab Tower 

 George Thompson Derek Beaves and D Wake ―Big Teau‖ 

Prizewinners — 2012 (continued) 
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What have the Sailing Committee done about the 

results of the members’ survey? 

 

Many thanks to those who took the time to fill in 

the members’ survey questionnaire. The results 

will help with the forward planning at the club. 

Obviously, the main topic of the answers was 

the weather – unfortunately that is not in the 

sailing committee’s remit so we all hope for 

better this year. A summary of all the results of 

the survey are attached as an appendix to this 

edition of Ebb & Flow, but the sailing committee 

have taken action on the following points. 

 

The calendar has kept the overall balance of 

racing, however lots of members liked the 

short back-to-back race format so the 

Saturday Series has been extended on into 

the Summer Series. This also caters for the 

slower handicap boats – with them not having 

to compete on long treks around the harbour. 

The ―Dinghy Cruises‖ have again proved very 

popular and will remain a prominent feature 

of the programme. It is hoped to provide full 

details of each of these in Tidal Diamonds 

and on the club website, although with 

changing weather conditions plans we have to 

be flexible. Hopefully there will be an 

―elected‖ cruise leader for each one. 

There is also the opportunity for ―cruising in 

company‖ on Monday and Thursday evenings 

when boats regularly go out round the 

harbour as a group. Again, we are planning 

that details can be put on the web. These are 

not formally organised and do not have patrol 

boat cover through Dutyman, although those 

taking part could arrange, through the 

committee, for a trained volunteer to man a 

patrol boat. 

Mid-week racing of the Sunset Series proved 

a problem for some members arriving in time 

after work so this year the whole series of 

nine races will be on Friday nights. Love 

them or hate them, it will also include the 

―night‖ race for the first and last in the series 

weather permitting. 

Is there a crew matching system? Yes, this has 

been added to the website. If you need a crew or 

wish to offer your services look out for the little 

red man and boat by the coming races. 

The sailing committee’s views on the members’ survey 

More facilities for families and children. With 

the new cadet captain on the case and some 

keen and active parents things are looking 

very good for our thriving cadet section. The 

sailing committee’s aim is for more trained 

adults to lead the sessions and better patrol 

boat cover. Also, more social activities. We are 

sure that the social committee would love to 

have your ideas. There is a ―Family Fun Day‖ 

scheduled in this year’s calendar so watch out 

for further details in Tidal Diamonds. 

If you are a cruiser sailor the racing calendar 

seemed to work quite well, although this year 

some of the evening races have been moved to 

Wednesdays to allow for getting away for the 

weekend on a Friday. The main concern 

seemed to be communication for people 

getting together for a weekend cruise. To 

address this, we are looking into a section on 

the web site for posting any planned trips and 

hopefully the crew match system can be used 

to get cruiser crew as well. 

The sailing committee has always been 

committed to ―training‖ of all sorts and again 

this year is providing first aid and VHS courses. 

We are forging links with the Portsmouth 

Water Centre and would encourage members 

to make use of the planned special prices for 

courses for Tudor members. There are also 

opportunities to hire boats if you want to try 

one out. But one source of expertise is readily 

available at the club in the wealth of 

knowledge of some of our more experienced 

sailors and their willingness to share it. You 

just have to ask! 

 

So to sum up – things do happen, so don’t just sit 

and answer a question with a moan. If you want 

something to happen, why not make a positive 

suggestion. Put your ideas to the relevant 

committee and they will see what can be done. 
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Those of you know me may well have seen me 

drifting carefree down the harbour in search of 

refreshment from the ―Ferry Boat‖ inn aboard my 

very cute, but very slow, Cornish Crabbers 

Cormorant ―Wee Boat‖. Now ―Wee Boat‖ has given, 

and will continue to give, sterling service in the 

relaxation and dare I say mini-cruiser mode. At 12’ 

overall and able to carry, two persons, a 2-hp 

outboard, 2-kg Danforth anchor with chain and 

warp, GPS navigation, fishing rod and reel – 

believe me the list is virtually endless – it is very 

impressive for such a small craft. 

So where is this going I hear you ask. Well for the 

last couple of years my racing urges have been 

satisfied by crewing for Rob Nicholson in his RS 

Vision. I did race ―Wee Boat‖ once – never again, I 

said. If you’ve ever tried to ―press on‖ in a gaffer you’ll 

understand the lack of response that it can give – 

although with a handicap of 1,500 I may be tempted. 

 

The germ of an idea 

But after a week’s summer sailing in the warm Ionian 

Sea, the Laser seemed to get under my skin and there 

was a plan hatched to buy a second-hand one on my 

return to a cold and wet UK. It had the feel of my 

youth racing windsurfers, the immediacy of response 

and a strong reaction to body movement. The only 

thing was the tiller, which seemed not to provoke the 

reaction I wanted, you might call that a lack of skill 

on my part – I couldn’t possibly comment. Now, 

capsizing and racing in 26-degree water is a whole 

world away from our Frostbite and Icicle Series: 

water temperatures of six degrees; inconsistent 

winds; and a few knots of tide down the main channel 

just for good measure. I experienced none of this in 

Greece. You might, by the way, have gathered that I 

really liked Greece – you’re not wrong. 

The day of launch with my new dinghy went 

well ... at first. Among the laughter and pointing I 

managed to get rigged with help from Hannah 

Barnes and a few others. It was obvious that when 

Sunsail presented me with a Laser I hadn’t really 

looked too closely at how they rigged it; they did 

make it look easy. Once back in England, I 

managed to make it look painfully complex; but I 

persevered and made it to the water – a few 

minutes after the start gun. If memory serves me 

right, the first race was an almost calm affair 

where I found that three control lines, a mainsheet 

and the tiller made for an information overload 

and needed the skill of a one-armed wallpaper-

hanger. I think I made the end of the race without 

incident and stayed upright the whole time. 

Laser sailing: A new perspective 

Second attempt 

Race two. I was determined to do better. New 

and expensive string all round had made rigging 

even more complex for me, but I had at least 

managed to get on the water before the start 

this time. ―Parrp‖ went the start horn ... just 

after I had crossed the line two seconds early. 

Result: a muffled swear and a return to re-cross 

the line and resume the race closer to last place.  

Up the first close-hauled section, I found I 

could make ground on some other dinghies – 

how bizarre. Rounding the first mark and 

hardening up it was looking good, a few tacks 

later I capsized as the mainsheet got caught 

under the transom – my ineptitude I have to 

say. This was followed by a realisation that I 

might have to work on my fitness to sail the 

Laser more effectively: it’s that capsize recovery 

that can turn into a full body workout. I closed 

to the next mark and decided to go inside 

another dinghy – thus demonstrating my boat-

handling skills. Well I was, until I clipped the 

mark with my boom. A 720-degree turn later 

and the wider rounding may have been the 

better option. So I’d settled into an uneasy 

groove in the back third of the fleet and was 

catching up my great friend and previous helm 

Rob Nicholson in his RS Vision. 

At the next mark Rob had a problem with his 

spinnaker and I decided to go inside. Did I 

mention that my boat handling was on a 

learning curve? Clonk went port side to 

starboard side as found I couldn't turn quick 

enough; then followed another 720-degree turn. 

The final run to the finish was uneventful and I 

think my final position may have been mid-fleet 

after a very eventful race. 

 

Laser lessons 

What have I learnt? The Laser is not the simple tool I 

thought it would be. I need to be fitter. My fellow 

dinghy sailors are incredibly helpful to each other 

during the launching clamour of a full slipway. The 

race officer has a hard job and we should always 

thank them for their efforts. The patrol crew gets the 

best view of all the fun and again does a great job in 

the cold and is always there when you need them. 

Dinghy racing at Tudor Sailing Club is indeed just a 

great fun day out, try it and (fingers crossed) I 

promise I won’t bump into you. 

 

Phil Bryant, 

TSC Dinghy Captain. 
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Many hands make life easy and events run! 

One of the best things about belonging to a 

club is meeting the great members who belong 

to that club; and I would like to say that there 

are some truly great people who belong to our 

club. We have some great sailors and many 

great tradesmen and craftsman. We have 

instructors, storytellers, listeners and many, 

many, years of experience and practical 

knowledge. There is always someone who can 

give advice on how to overcome a problem or 

issue. The secret is to know who these people 

are and how to speak to them. Our Sailing 

Committee and our Social Committee have  

the answer. 

Throughout the year both committees organise 

events so that as a club we can get together, 

enjoy ourselves, get to know each other and to 

share the mountain of knowledge we have. 

To allow these events to happen we need your 

help and support as a club member. I have listed 

below events that need volunteers to help manage 

the bar and galley. If you would like to help with 

one of these events please contact me (tel: 02392 

137 038). I can give training or advice if needed. 

We have a great sailing facility, but a club is 

more than a great facility. Please help Tudor 

Sailing Club be a great club by supporting the 

events and by giving up a little of your time to 

help run some of the events. 

 

Mark Tranter, 

Bar Manager. 

  

 Can you help with any of these events? 

 Date Time Bar/Galley Event 

 23 March 2013 11:45 Bar Cruiser Launch 

 24 May 2013 20:15 Bar Friday Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 

 24 May 2013 20:15 Bar Friday Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 

 26 May 2013 11:45 Bar Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 

 26 May 2013 08:30 Galley Langstone Harbour Race Weekend Breakfast 

 27 May 2013 12:00 Bar Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 

 27 May 2013 11:45 Bar Langstone Harbour Race Weekend 

 27 May 2013 08:30 Galley Langstone Harbour Race Weekend Breakfast 

 22 June 2013 15:00 Bar TSC Regatta 

 22 June 2013 16:00 Bar TSC Regatta 

 22 June 2013 19:00 Bar TSC Regatta 

 23 June 2013 11:45 Bar TSC Regatta 

 23 June 2013 11:45 Bar TSC Regatta 

 7 September 2013 11:30 Galley TSC Junior Regatta 

AGM — Commodore Election 
I would take this opportunity to thank supporters and those who voted for me to 

be Commodore at the AGM. Our new Commodore Richard Gunn has my full support. 

 

Chris Goodyear. 
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Method 

1. After soaking, bring the sultanas to the boil.  

Tip –  use a big bowl and do this in the  

microwave, 3 to 4 minutes on high should be fine. 

2. Drain the sultanas well, then add the margarine 

and sugar to the hot fruit. Stir in and allow to melt, 

then add the rest of the  

ingredients and stir in. 

3. Grease and double  

line an 8-inch tin and  

cook at gas mark 4  

for 50 minutes. 

 

Hannah Barnes. 

This will be my final report as social secretary for 

Tudor Sailing Club, because you will all by now be 

aware that I decided to resign my position in January. 

This was mainly due to the way that the flag officers 

dealt with the issues between Richard and another 

executive member and the Tidal Diamond issued by 

the Commodore which I felt was an inappropriate way 

to inform the members. 

I would like to say thank you to all the members 

that have been supportive of me over the last two 

years as social secretary and for all the kind messages 

I received from club members following the loss of my 

mum in January. Thanks also to those who stepped in 

at the last minute to bring the dinner dance together, 

it looks like you all had a good night with Danni 

Francis acting as dance tutor. 

 

Christmas 2012 

At the end of 2012, we had the Christmas carol 

evening and the Christmas party. 

The carol evening was well attended, singers 

were accompanied by members of the Royal 

British Legion Victory Brass Band and, despite 

some technical difficulties with the words on the 

screen, a good night was had by all (note – 

always allow more time than you think you need 

and get someone else to proof read). The grand 

raffle was also drawn on this evening with lots 

of prizes on offer. Many thanks to Tessa and Gill 

for all the effort that they put into making it a 

success; it was a shame that not all the prize 

winners were there in person to receive their 

Social scribblings 

prizes. Thanks also to Steve Yoxon for 

organising the band members to come and play. 

The other event December was the Christmas 

party; it was brilliant to see so many members in the 

club. Thanks to Father Christmas for dropping into 

the club and deliver presents to the children. The big 

screen was used for Wii games with many TSC cadets 

on hand to show off their dance skills. 

 

Marine Unit 

In January we had a talk from officers from 

Hampshire Police Marine Unit. I was not able to 

attend this myself, but am told that it was a very 

informative evening and gave a good insight into the 

work of the unit and there were some interesting 

stories told. Again, many thanks to TSC member and 

the Marine Unit officer for the talk. 

 

Hannah Barnes. 

Galley Gourmet 

Mrs Jones’s moist sultana cake 

This is a recipe that will keep for at least a 

week in an airtight container, so it’s great to 

make and then take on the boat as a treat. 

 

Ingredients 

8oz sultanas or mixed fruit soaked overnight 

in half a pint of water (in a big bowl). 

8oz self-raising flour. 

1oz ground almonds. 

4oz margarine. 

2 eggs, beaten. 

6oz sugar. 

2oz glace cherries, halved. 

1 tbsp mixed spice. 
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Compound Bosun’s Report 

I have just been surfing around all the different 

weather reports for the end of February and 

March. All different, as usual! On the whole, 

they are saying frosty nights and mornings but 

with some days looking to be warmer than the 

average. There are four daffodils in the garden, 

so spring must be here. We’ve just had a few 

really nice days and lots of people have been 

down working on their boats. Whoopee! 

Richard (our new Commodore) was hard at 

work in his shirtsleeves. With the temperature 

at around 10 degrees he was doing some gel-

coating after fitting his new electric windlass – 

very swish. 

I can almost smell the anti-foul. Jim has 

already put one ―coat‖ on his hull – well done 

Jim. He has a spring in his step and a smile on 

his face as we get closer to re-launch. 

My clever husband has overhauled our genoa 

furling gear and toilet valve. Just the cleaning 

and a couple of other small jobs and we’re ready.  

  

Cruiser relaunch 

I have contacted some ―water babies‖ and 

drivers as we need their help with the cruiser 

relaunch. The water will be very cold so we will 

get two teams again. Please let me know what 

day(s), morning or afternoon, will be best for 

you. I won’t say anything about tall young men 

in dry suits – you already know what I want. It 

would be lovely to have help from our dinghy 

sailors again this year. 

This weekend is one where the whole club 

works together ―as one‖. I am sorry to say that 

no-one can claim ―maintenance‖ for the 

weekend, but I can promise a real buzz of 

friendly faces and goodwill to all – the galley is 

all hot and steamy and full of lovely grub. Do 

come prepared to give others a hand.  

Compound reorganisation 

With spring comes the compound reorganisation.  

This is quite a mammoth job, but there are 

always so many members to help to get all the 

dinghies back in their positions that it is usually 

an enjoyable event. This is planned for 18:00 

hours on Friday, 5 April – then into the club for 

a chat. This is the first time that we have done 

this in an evening, but with Easter the week 

after relaunch I was sure everyone would rather 

be sailing – I know we will be. 

The ―summer dinghies‖ will be coming back 

to the club on or after Friday, 29 March, just in 

time for the Easter Egg race. Please can you 

drop me an email when you do this, because I 

need to update my records. 

It goes without saying that if you have taken 

your boat out of the compound altogether then I 

need to be told. Cheers.  

We also have a new form that you will need to 

fill in if you want to bring in or change a boat. This 

form is on the webpage – click on ―Join‖, then to 

―New Members Application Pack 2013‖. If you are 

an existing member, you only need ―form B‖. 

 

Linda Vacher, 

Compound Bosun.  
 

Find that form 

The form to bring in or change  

a boat in the club is at:  

http://tinyurl.com/boqr6re. 
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Book Review 

A Cast of Hawks and the sequel: Batsu. 

Author: Richard V Frankland 

Paperback: 348 pages 

Publisher: Vanguard Press 

 

I found out about the author after talking about 

boats and sailing with his daughter, Caroline, 

with whom I used to work. She told me about 

her father’s first book, A Cast of Hawks, which 

was about to be published. Because it sounded 

interesting, I obtained a signed first edition. 

I wasn’t disappointed. The story involves a 

normal (sailing) family guy who, by quirk of 

fate, gets dragged into a terrorist plot to attack 

targets on the east coast of the US. The action 

starts in and around Bosham where the family 

are getting ready for a sailing holiday and 

involves the kidnap and holding hostage of his 

family and a tough sail across the Atlantic in his 

36ft Vancouver yacht. Here our hero (as he 

turns out to be) does what he sees as the right 

thing and ends up saving the day. 

Although parts of the story might stretch the 

imagination a little bit (it is just a story after 

all) the attention to detail and knowledge of 

many of the subjects covered, together with the 

characters developed in the story, make it much 

more believable. I would say it would actually 

give some of the James Bond stories a good run 

for their money and would make a pretty good 

film as well. 

 

The sequel 

When I heard about the sequel Richard was 

working on, to be called Batsu (Japanese for 

―revenge‖) I thought I must get a copy. 

This story takes up where the original left off. 

The surviving terrorists are seeking revenge  

and their associates are out to destroy security 

measures being put in place by the west.  

With all this going on, our hero’s family are still 

struggling to come to terms with what has 

happened to them previously. 

Various government agencies are involved –  

here, in the US, and Japan – and the action soon 

picks up. Once again, the settings are largely 

places familiar to us as sailors: Newtown Creek, 

the Itchen and even right on the club doorstep,  

as well as many more besides. The ―ordinary 

people‖ in the story are people you feel you 

almost know – even a couple of the baddies are 

almost identifiable, all of which adds to the 

realism. Even ―Project Kraken‖ gets a name 

check. Attention to detail is also given to the 

sailing aspects, notably the handling of his new 

boat – a heavy, long keel, Saltram 36 (I 

sympathised with his remarks about going 

astern.) 

All in all, a good action story that will appeal 

to people who like a bit of adventure and action 

set against a believable background. I finished 

the book off in remarkably short time by my 

standards due to the ―just find out what 

happens next‖ nature of the writing. My 

previous read over the summer was the classic 

Riddle of the Sands (also a sailing-based 

adventure story), which I found quite hard work 

due to the very Victorian writing style, it took 

ages to finish. 

 

Now read on...  

There is another book in the pipeline (he 

sneakily left things open at the end of Batsu) 

and I plan to get that just as soon as I can. 

 

Roger Smith. 

 

 

Batsu 

Author: Richard V Frankland 

Paperback: 376 pages  

Publisher: Vanguard Press  

 

Evening dinghy cruise in company 

Did you know that a group of sailors get together on a Monday and/or  

Thursday evening for a potter around the harbour?  

They usually start around 18:00 (although there is no fixed start time) 

so please feel free to come along. 

There is no patrol boat provided, it is just an informal sail in the company of others. 
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Racing 

We have a fairly busy calendar of racing, thanks 

to Andy Healey, both in harbour and out, with 

the possibility of other longer distance passage 

races later in the season depending on how the 

weather develops and the usual races go. 

For the early May bank holiday, we have the 

Gould Trophy to Lymington, with an evening 

meal to be booked at either the ―Mayflower‖ or 

one of the other pubs in the high street. 

The late May bank holiday is pencilled in for 

a trip to Poole harbour/Studland bay and I will 

investigate the possibilities of visiting ―Cobb’s 

Quay‖ one night which has various eating places 

to hand. Given nice weather, this could be 

extended for the whole week (possibly taking in 

Christchurch) as the weekend after is the 

Yarmouth ―Old Gaffers‖ festival.  

This is a great weekend with wonderful old 

boats, live music and good food to be had. My 

recommendation for this is to stop at Lymington 

(get down on the Friday night if at all possible) 

and take the small ferry, or maybe anchor in 

Newtown creek/Shalfleet river over night and 

drop down to the buoys outside Yarmouth early 

morning (a ferry launch/ferry can be called  

from there), but you must be aware that it is the 

JP Morgan ―Round the Island‖ race on the 

Saturday so the Solent will be manic. 

 

Day sailing 

As a result of feedback from the member’s survey, I 

have put down some day-sails this year. The 

idea behind these is mostly about anchoring (or 

picking up visitors’ buoys where available) in 

small rafts somewhere easily accessible for the 

smaller boats and those not keen on overnight 

stays, although they are all geared up to allow 

over-nighters to join in if they wish. 

 

Being, once again, a cruiser owner for a whole 

season, I seem to have volunteered myself into 

the Cruiser Captain’s seat. No problem, because 

as many of you know, we spend an awful lot of 

our time out on the boat during the summer and 

planning for a small group is not much more 

problem than planning for one. 

 

Planned trips 

As we launch the weekend before Easter, I have 

put the first trip down for Chichester Harbour, 

probably staying at least one night in the 

marina. This is a good shake-down run and 

means that there is power available for heating 

if it is cold at night – there are also some lovely 

walks from there for those who are interested. 

Good food is available at the sailing club or the 

marina restaurant.  

It may also be possible to book some spaces  

at Emsworth yacht harbour which is great for 

live music at the waterside ―Lord Raglan‖ pub 

on a Sunday night. 

I have left the traditional ―Folly‖ trip until 

the weekend of the 13/14 April so the weather 

may be a little bit better (and hours of daylight 

longer) and also so that any late launchers can 

join us. 

 

Cruising plans for 2013 
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Cruising plans for 2013 (cont’d) 

I have put in a few ―beach‖  

destinations for those with youngsters 

to join in.  

These are obviously very weather 

dependant and more details will be 

published nearer the dates.  

Another suitable day sail 

destination is ―King’s Landing‖ to  

the east of Osborne bay which is  

great for more shoal draught craft.  

It’s not possible to go ashore  

(officially), but picnicking on small  

rafts of boats at anchor is very sociable,  

and given the weather, swimming is quite 

safe because it is much less busy than  

many such places on the island. 

 
 

Summer cruises 

The main summer cruise is down for north 

Brittany and the Channel Islands because the 

club have not been down that way for a 

couple of years. I will be arranging a 

meeting one evening early in the season  

to make further plans. 

For the August bank holiday weekend,  

I have put down Weymouth and the west. 

This is more for those who might not be 

able, confident, or even want to do the 

channel crossing for the main cruise. 

Adding a few days’ annual holiday to 

complete the week (for those of us who  

still have to work for a living) would allow 

visiting such places as West Bay or Lyme 

Regis without a problem. The end of the 

week (the last Saturday in August) is the 

Ryde illuminated carnival which would 

make a good end to the trip. 

 

And the rest... 

After that, as far as the calendar is concerned, it 

is day sails and finally the end of season trip to 

the ―Folly‖. On the weekends where nothing is 

listed, I plan to publish updates in the Tidal 

Diamonds and on the club notice board the 

Wednesday before to say where we are off to 

and, if applicable, to get names for booking 

spaces. If anyone is interested in visiting any of 

the more unusual Solent destinations, please let 

me know and I am sure we can slot something in 

on a suitable free weekend. 

 

Roger Smith, 

Cruiser Captain. 

 

(The photos are from our sail to Brittany in 2010.)  
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Portsmouth & Langstone Sailing Association: Report 2013 

Harbour finance 

As reported in my December report, the harbour 

budget of the Portsmouth & Langstone Sailing 

Association (PLSA) was challenged by Portsmouth 

councillors. This resulted, at the Board’s  

December meeting, in deadlocked discussion and 

failure to approve the budget as recommended.  

The voting procedures permit this to occur against a 

simple majority if representatives of either local 

authority act in concert. The adjourned meeting was 

reconvened in January and resulted in success for 

Portsmouth councillors in reducing the precept for 

2013 by 50%, leaving the harbour management to 

fund a deficit of approximately £56,000 from reserves. 

 

Fees 

Fees remain as planned, so that Tudor’s 

subscriptions for moorings and harbour dues are as 

invoiced. It was further agreed to commission an 

external review of harbour finances, which could 

well prove to be a costly exercise funded by the 

Board. The advisory committee originally opposed 

the precept reduction by a majority, but as the 

name suggests it has the power to advise, but not 

decide. However, at their February session, the 

advisory committee emphasised that harbour users 

would be unable to accept increases to remedy the 

financial issues faced, which range far beyond the 

requirements of recreational boating. In support of 

this recommendation, attention was drawn to the 

lack of facilities for users, and the difficulties of 

letting existing board moorings in the absence of 

shore-side amenities. This unsatisfactory situation 

seems likely to be replayed next year, when 

Portsmouth councillor, Gerald Vernon-Jackson 

aims for a zero precept. 

 

Environment and wildlife 

Chris Cockburn of the Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) advised that shingle 

replenishment on the nesting sites on the 

Binness islands and oyster beds will be repeated 

this year – this has probably taken place by time 

of writing. He would also like to hear from 

anyone willing to help as volunteer site 

wardens. The level of involvement is negotiable. 

 

Brian Tansom, 

TSC PLSA representative and 

vice-president, PLSA (East). 

Constitution — Reminder 
The following amendment to the club constitution was agreed at the annual general meeting held 

13 January 2013.  Please amend your copy of the Constitution.  

Constitutional Change – Removal of paragraph 14 ―Classes of Membership‖ 

Proposed by Tim Stell, seconded by Richard Calas, carried unanimously. 

―14(h) RNLI SHORELINE – members of RNLI SHORELINE may be granted temporary member-

ship for one day only on not more than twelve occasions in any one year. Notice of each occasion is 

to be posted on the Club notice board for two days before each occasion.‖ 

 

Maureen Clark, 

Hon. Secretary. 


















